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An ACCOUNT 
D e 
Madam Du Noyer's 
PeksoN. and WaälrIxss. >. 
RR MN. Hg is about 60 Tears of ape'; 
4 8 and has in her time, made a con- 
r 8 ſiderable Figure in France, 
CS DMIB where her Husband was con- 
cernd in managing the Publick Revenues 
in conſe 6 
ſecution before the Chamber of Juſtice. 
What time this Lady left France, may be 
gather'd from her own Writings. Religion 
was what ſhe pretended for Jo doing, but 
ber natural 3 was the real Motive. 
She went to Holland with two Daughters 
and Money enough to have ſupported her ho. 
nourabh, if the de ſire of ſer ving 
brit and in Truth, had been the ſole Canſe of 


ber Flight : But ber bead continually un- 


ning | 


BROTH 


e of which he is now wider P. 


God in Spi- 


« 


fide. Fier eldeſt Daughter, who is called 


teſs of Winterheld, and whenever ſhe ſpeaks 


| EL 
ning upon vaſt Undertakings, and filled with 
T know not what Ideas of Grandeur, ſhe 


launch*d out into ſuch profuſe Expence, that 


inſtead of well ſettling her Daughters, when 
they were marriagable, ſhe ruin d their Repu- 
tation, and herſelf became a Prey to ſuch as 
knew how to make Advantage of ber weak 


Eleonora, a fair-complexion'd beautiful Mo- 


man, was very indifferently marry d, and 


has ſince found means to return to her Fa- 
ther in Paris: The youngeſt, whom the Mo- 
ther calls Pimpette, (inſtead of Olympia 


her true name) is a brown lively Woman, 


and has marry'd a Footman, who pretended 
to. be a German Count. She is ſtill at 


the Hague with her Mother, as likewiſe a 


Daughter ſhe has had by that Sham-Count, 


. who is at this time a perfect Vagabond, and 
ſtroles about the Country for a lixelyhood. 


Madam Du Noyer, notwithſtanding the 


i Poſture of ber Afﬀairs, and tho* ſhe is 


convinc'd that all the World knows the truth of 
the Story, will have her Daughter to be 
call d after her Husband's name, the Coun- 


of 


628 

of that Daughter abhent or preſent, (he_al- 
ways intitles ber Madam lla Comteſſe. 
W Du Noyer, not kwowing how 
otherwiſe to ſubſiſt, is reduced to write tio 
Papers weekly,which ſhe calls the Quinteſſence 
of News ;. this. is worth her 3 oo Florins 
Dutch, per: Ann. which are paid duly by the 
Bookſeller : And as ſhe is very liberal of her 
Elagiums, this Paper gave her an Oppartu- 
| nity, during the cage of Utrecht, to offer 
ber Compliments to all the Ambaſſ, adors and 
their Ladies round ; was 4 enn able 
advantage to her. | 

O all ber former Eſtate, ſhe has nothing 
left Ao about Gol. per Ann. the rent of to 
| Houſ, es, the one in the Town, and the other 
in the Country. She, however, has ſhewed 
ber ſelf very little concerned at al theſe Croſſes 
/ Fortune: And indeed as ſhe herſelf is the 

only Cauſe of them, ſhe wauld be very much 
in the wrong to let them ſower ber Temper : 
She bas, on the contrary, rather choſe to laugh 
it off, and has given ſo witty, ſo i ingenious 
an Account of ber Adventures, that it is im- 
poſſible to read them without being very much 
words in ber behalf. There are in 2 Miſ- 
| cellaneous 


1 | 
cellaneous Works ſome exꝗuiſue Things, 
and many pieces of Hiſtory, which one is fo 
| well pleaſed with being informed of, that one 
I cannot help fayonring ber with our good Wiſhes 
| | eor having collected them. Her Letters are 
writ in Jo eaſie and ſo natural a Style, that 
we paſs on from one to t other without being 
inthe leaſt tired with what we read, To con- 
clude, when we look into ber Memoirs, ſhe 
there ſeems to juflifie herſelf ſo fully, that 
unleſs one knew ber, one cou d not help pity- 
ing ber Condition, This ſhews that ſhe is 4 
Lady of a ſuperiour Genius, let her uſe it 
ill or well; Her Manners are eaſie, her Con- 
ver ſation agreeable and entertaining; and 
whatſoever Subject ſhe talks upon ſhe al- 
ways manages it with abundance of Fuſtneſs. 
Her Perſon is not anſwerable to her Wit; 
ſhe has formerly been tolerably handſome, and 
tho low of Stature, and but indifferently 
ſhaped, had nothing diſagreeable in her; but 
* ar preſent ſhe is almoſt frightſully Ugly, be. 
ing grown prodigiouſly Fat, and extremely 

Swarthy: Flowever the Writmgs ſhe has 
obliged the World with, ougbt to make amends 
for any thing that is amiſs either in her Per- 
ſen ar in ber Conduct. PRE- 
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Here is not, perhaps, any kind of 
| Writing ſo difficult as that of Fa- 


9 miliar Letters, nor any thing ſo 
pleaſing g when it is well "perform d: There 
have been ſo very few Authors that have ſuc= 
ceeded in this way, that we hope the Publick 
will receive the Gs Collection with that 
degree of Favour which they deſerve, fince 
they carry with them. to merit their 
Eſteem, and contribute to their Pleaſure and 
Inſtruction. They have that eafie Negligence 
of Stile which is particularly required in Let- 
ters; the Thoughts are free, gay, and well- 
turn d; the Expreſſion more from the Heart 
than the Head; and the Subject of moſt of - 
them ſuch as are natural to a Lady of good © 


A 2 Faſhion, 


40 the World. 


The b. 
Faſhion, and a genteel Converſation to chuſe. 


If -we wanted a Proof that the Ladies excel 
the Men in Delicacies of this kind, theſe 


Letters would be a very good one, -fince they 
are full of thoſe peculiar Beauties which 


reign in the beſt of L's Fair Sex. The Subjects 


they turn upon, are the Loves and Intriguss 
of Perſongbf the 2 Quality in France, 
and theſe not derived from common Fame, 
and the general Magazine of Scandal, but 
from the Knowledge of one," whoſe Intereſts 
and Pleaſures lay mixt with theirs, and who 

receiving the Fatty from the Fountain. Head, 
gave thei oulythe Advantage of a good Dreſs, 

and conveyed them in an Ee way; ood 


F e of than eb ce 


hives (and ſome hom or other they will) it 
15 happy when they fall into the Hands of a 


witty and gallant-Wriver. One Degree leſs 
of good Senſe, and good Nature, vr 5 a 
vaſt difference in the * of 4 Story; 
5 which. would pleaſe us very much if 


well r er us at the EIT, view of 


E gour 


— 


— 


Steele with two Guardians u 


theſe Letters, without de ſigning 
beautiful and ſurprizing, © than the. 


The Preface: 


Rigour or Parality, For inflonce; r hat 


in theſe Letters a very particular Account 
Madam de Maintenon's Management of the 


. late King of France ; and yet there is nothing 
that can give the leaſt Offence in ſo nice a 
Subject. The Materials ſcattered 


up and 
gown in theſe Letters furniſhed Sir Richard 


pon the Life 
aud Conduct of that famous La, But we 


may ſay, without offence to that Gentleman, 
- that the Stories are much more natural ana 


agreeable in the manner which this Lady has 


related them, than in his Papers. e 


The little Sketches of her Ge in 
to draw ber 
Picture at full Length, ate. infinitely more 


of a regular Draught in the Guardian, But 
this is but a ſmall part of.- the ' Entertainment 
the Reader is likely to meet with in the fol- 
lowing Letters, every one opening a new 


Scene of Gallantry among the moſt conſide- 


rab e Ferſonages in France. Nor are they 
con fined entarely to that Subject which might 
* 


The Preface. 
have proved tedious or clogging to ſome Pa- 
lates, hut diver ſify'd with many incidental 
Remarks upon other Matters, An uncommon 
Piece of News, or a fine Deſcription of 
1 ſome beautiful Place or Building nom and 
[it then relieve the Mind by changing the Scene, 
it and varying the Objects of its Pleaſure. 1 

believe too, that theſe Letters will not be 
tbe leſs entertaining, becauſe they are not 
filled with the French vanity of Compliment 
and Flattery ; there being only juſt enough 
to inform us, that the Perſons who © up 
this Correſpondence like and love one affother 
But there is ſtull another Reaſon that 
will make them more agreeable to an Engliſh 
Reader, and that is, that one half of theſe Let. 
ters are dated from Avignon, the Re ſidence 
of the Pretender. A great many People 
muſt needs be curious enough to enquire af- 
ter a Place where the Enemy of their Coun» 
try bas taken up his Quarters (we hope) for 
Life 541 When they hear of | im al fo agree- | 

% able a diſtance, they will nat envy the Fu- 
: -, > gitiye 


The Preface, ; 


 gitive the Pleaſures of Avignon. It is an 
ps Remark, that this City ** be fa- 
mons for Pretenders, for there have been 
Pretended [Popes of Avignon, who. have 
diſputed the Succeſſion of St. Peter with 
the Popes of Rome. The preſent Preten- 
der may have leiſure enough.” nom to mae 
this Place the Scene of as many Gallantries as 
it was when theſe Letters were uritlen  for- 
T dare ſay, his Genius. does: not lis towards 
Arms and Invaſions. The Reader will find 
by the Deſcription of it bere, that it is 4 
fine Retreat after the Fatigues of a Scotch 
Campaign. . The Pope has nothing nom to 
| do for bis Godſon'but to give him bis Bleſſung 
and Pardon, and let him remain in the 40 
Part of the Patri mony of that Church Fo 
whoſe Sake he was aw born. 
We may conjecture, by th great Reſort 
of Fugitives to that Place, that ſome others 
will be glad to know how. their Friends may 
ſpend their Tung and amuſe themſelves at 
Avignon. Here then, they may ſee the 


5 and pe of their Condition, and 1 
if 


only Amuſement, \but Profit in theſe Let 


The Preface. 
if their Maſter can but 
enough, they cannot want Ways aud Means for 
diſpoſing of it. There is good N ine enough 
to keep up their Spirits, and a fine} Air that 
can cure all Diſtempers but ih Rage ef 
Diſappointment. They may go 0 Sin; 
er Confeſſion, to Maſs or to Pla ar often 
as they 5 There are a ſufficient nums 
ber of Offices for Diverſion, and à Nun- 
tio with full Powers to make Penance eaſy 
to new Converts. So much for Avignon. 
Upon the whole, I dare ſay, the eader, 
of whatever. un, will meet-with not 


ters 3 and it was with that V ib, that the 
Taflünr test agen bn the agreeable Task 
maling them as well mιu m England, 


2 they are in Pane and e _ N 
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LADY at PARIS 
LADY at AVIGNON. 


P 


Cs £345, ih 
@ OU deceive your ſelf very 
Za much, Madam, if you believe 
there are no Pleaſures. out of 
Paris, and are in the ſame 
Error with the Ancient Greeks, 
* when they called all other Na- 
tions Barbarous ; I aſſure you there are ver, 


B paſled ® 
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paſſed through ſince I ſaw you: I cannot 
think” there is a more agreeable Place in the 
World than Avignon, where my Husband's 
Affairs detain me for ſometime. This City is 
very Ancient, and was formerly called 
Avenia, it belonged to the Counts of Tho- 
louſe; but the Pope took it from Raimond, 
in the Time of the Alligenſes: The Coun- 
teſs of Provence, 2 to Robert King 
of Sicih, gave him the Propriety of it, 
with all the County of Yenaiſſin, of which 
Avignon is the Capital. The Popes kept 
their See here Sixty Years, from Clement 
the Vth, to Gregory the XIth, who was the 
VIIth, Pope of Avignon, and diſputed the 
Succeſſion of St. Peter, with the Popes of 
Rome; the Scituation of this City is charm- 
ing, the River Rhone baths her Walls, with- 
out them there is nothing ſeen but Meadows 
and Gardens, with Magnificent Buildings, 
within the Houſes of Meſſieurs de Mont- 
real and Grillon, are the moſt Beautiful can 
be ſeen, and ſomething of the Modern 
way, but the Marquis des Efſards, whom 
you know, has Juſt built one, which excells 
all rhe reſt, through the grace of its No- 
velty, Here are Convents of both Sexes, 
yet more to embelliſh this Inchanting City, 
which is under the cleareſt Sky, and the 
eaſieſt Government imaginable, Owning no 


; Authority but the Pope s, exerciſed by a 
ä 
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Vice-Legat, who is always a Man of Qua- 
lity and very eaſie to live with; he at pre- 
ſent is called De/fini,” he is a very accom- 
pliſhed and noble Venetian, and acts in his 
Poſt as Nuntio of France, and has the Car- 
dinal's Hat, Dignities, to which the Vice- 
Legat is the ordinary Step: We know not 
here what Impoſts or Capitation mean ; 
every body is Rich, and all ſhow an Air of 
Felicity; the Ladies are accompliſhed and 
free, and the Men generous and liberal : 
Play, which may be called the univerſal 
Pleaſure, is carried here as high as you 
pleaſe ; beſides the peaceful Aſſemblies of 
Ombre, Baſſette, and Lanſquenet, are uſed 
in the Houſes of Quality, where every Af- 
ternoon Companies of both Sexes are aſ- 
ſembled. There you may ſee very fine 
Women dreſt in the modieſt Air, ſome at 
Baſſett, others at Lanſquenet, while the reſt, 
ſeated under Canopies, are in Converſations 
of Gallantry, with well dreſt and accom- 
pliſhed Men; here are abundance of Stran- 
gers, whom Curioſity draws, and agreeable 

Diverſion detains. | 
The Chevalier de B— cannot move; 
he Addreſſes the Marqueſs D Urbans, 
Davghter to the unfortunate Marquiſs de 
Ganges, whoſe Tragical End doubtleſs you 
know : She is very Beautiful, and it is fear'd 
the glory of binding a Prince in her Chains, 
"> W-S may 


4 LZ Tuan 1. 
may coſt her a Reputation that has been 


ſpared till now, but is at preſent in very 
ii bad Hands, for as you know the Chevalier 
p. de B— is the moſt imprudent and in- 
9 diſcreet of Mankind, and it is his Buſineſs 
1 to be ſo; the Duke 4 Villars has been here 
if ſome time, engaged with Madam de Tortia, 
1 | Siſter to the Marquis de Saſnage, whom 
q we have ſeen at the Palace Royal; this 
i Lady has a haughty Air and Pride, but 
I" your Friend the Marquis D Eſſards has a 


Siſter called Madam de Caſtellet, who is 
infioitely more Lovely, and thought one 
of the moſt Beautiful of this Country, if 
the Marquis D' Aubignans young Widow, 
her Daughter, does not diſpute the Prize of 
Beauty with her; the Daughter is newly 
Re-married to Monſieur de Blauvae; yet I 
believe, there are thoſe who would give it 
to the Mother. Madam the Marqueſs 4 
Paleron, Siſter to Cardinal Jauſon, has Five 
or Six Daughters all Counteſſes or Mar- 
quiſſes: In ſhort, here are abundance of 
People of Quality, their Complections are 
1 very ſine, and the moſt ſerious Buſineſs is 
1 to pleaſe; ſo that Love is not diſlatisfied, 
| here being no ſuch Things as Jealouſie or 
Diſpair; Husbands being tor the moſt part 
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- - very tradable on this point, and leave their 
1 Wives the ſame Liberty they take them- 
1 ſclves. Judge then, Madam, of a Place 
1 | which 


; Lerrexk I. 5 
which may be called the Kingdom of Love 
and Gallantry; where Mirth and Diverſion, 
baniſhed by the Times and Miſeries of War, 
from France, have taken Refuge, with ex- 
cellent Cheer, Hermitage and Caut Perdrix 
Wines may be thought fit for the Gods of 
Old, being ſent for from Rome, for the Holy 
Fathers own Drinking: Judge then how I 
can be difpleaſed in 2 delicious a Country, 
eſpecially being with whom J love; for 
you know I am fincere enough to own I 
love my Husband, tho* at Paris this is 
looked upon as one of the Weakneſſes, or 
rather the Vice of the Days of Old, which 
this accompliſhed Age has corrected; but 
be it Vice or Vertue, it is even fo: Don't 
pity me therefore, for I feel no other 
Trouble but what arifes from our Separa- 
tion, and I believe you ſupport my abſence 
with as much Philofophy, and go with my 
Idea and great eaſe to the Opera's, and Plays, 
Sc. I am charmed with you for it, and abhorr 
thoſe Tyrannical reſembling Friendſhips fo 
Hatred; divert your ſelf therefore without 
me the beſt you can, while I try to do it 
without yon, waiting the Time when we 
may do it together, L with it were in thoſe 
Climates, where we might enjoy an entire 
Liberty and ſing Lampoons of Maintenon 
and Noailler, without Danger of the Baſle, 
and where I might write in the warm Air 
da, „ at 
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at my Window as now ; at this ſame time 
I dare lay a Wager you blow your Fingers 
for Cold at Paris ; but if you would come 
hither I would ſhow you the Celebrated 
fountain of Yaxcluſe, ſo highly Sung by the 
Famous Petrarch; as allo the Tomb of his 
Beautiful Laurea, the Miſtreſs of that II- 
luſtrious Poet, it is in the Cordeliers- Church, 
where you may read the Verſes King Francis 
the Firſt writ to the Honour of that He- 
roine, graved in Letters of Gold; I believe 
Marot could have made better, but Verſes 
of a King s making have always their Merit: 
Then we would walk to the Celeſtin's Abbey, 
where are the Bodies of St. Beneſet, and 
St. Peter of Luxembourg, the firſt by Divine 
Inſpiration, ſay they, built the Bridge of 
Avignon, and was found with his Fleſh and 
Bones under one of the Arches on the 
breaking the Ice ; the latter was a Cardinal 
in the time of the Schiſm among the Popes, 
and ſided with him, who reſided at Avignon, 
he became Famous for many Miracles 
he did after his Death, but the moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing is the Reſurrection of a Little Boy, who 
being got to the top of one of the Towers 
of his Holineſles Palace, called the Tower 
de Trouillas, to take a Bird's-Neſt, fell down 
to the Ground, and was beaten to a Jelly ; 
his Mother, without Crizs or. Tears, took 
up his broken Limbs, put them in a Socks 
| pi 1 oy a OO 2s An 
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and carried them to the Saint's Tomb, 
where while ſne was at Prayers the Sack 
rumbled, and out came the Child, asking 
where was his Sparrows,” this is Fact, as I 
read it in the Celertin's-Church, I give it 
you as I found it; but to tell you plainly, 
think one may be ſaved without believing 
it; and now after having ſatisfied your 
Curioſity and Devotion, it is time to think 
of good Chear : Red Partridges and Orſo- 
lans will not fail you on Fleſh Days, nor 
on Faſting Days Biſques of Crawfiſh, and 
admirable Sturgeon, which is a Fiſh we have 
not at Paris but abundance here ; it 1s 
bigger than a Salmon, and I never eat any 
thing finer; I wiſh all this would oblige 
you to come hither, becauſe I ſee no likely- 
hood of returning yet to Paris, but ſend 
me word what paſſes there, and I will re- 
turn you our Provincial News. rA. 


TY ANSWER. 
„ LETTER II. 


a OUR Letter, Madam, 105 
er given me a real Pleaſure, 1 


2 


love that Ingenious Air with 
55 5 which you confeſs the Abſence 
BSPSSS of your Friends is not inſup- 
portable to you, F admire your Tranquility, 
but am not able to imitate it perfectly; yet 
don't believe me to be ſo ſilly to renounce 
all Pleaſures: Tho it is certain, I but im- 
perfectly taſte them, ſince [ cannot partici- 
pate them with you: Were I Miſtreſs of my 
ſelf, I would gladly come to Avignon, and 
make you confeſs you muſt give me the 
Honour of Loving more than you, tho I 
yield to you in many other things; I ſhould. 
with Pleaſure ſee the Fountain of Yaucluſe, 


and the Fair Lauta a Tomb, and ſhould - 
much 


ts r * 


much approve your Fare, both on Fleſh and 
Faſting Days: But for your miraculous 
Saints I am not yet got fo far; I ſhould 
much better approve your Aſſemblies: you 
tell me of, either at Baſſet, or make one 
under a Canopy, with your fair indolent 
Ladies; by what I perceive one might paſs 
a very agreeable Life where you are; you 
eat well, you Play, you make Love, it is 
the ſame here, the Husbands are Eaſie, the 
Ladies are Tractable, the ſame ſtill, by 
what I fee, the Chevalier de B. to 
Comfort himſelf for the Diſgrace he met 
here: Yor know the Princeſs of Tureune 
his Siſter· in- Law, the only Daugliter of the 
Duke of Ventddour brovght a greatFortane” 
into the Family of B——, which now they 
muſt return, for ſhe has no Children; to 
avoid Which Ineonveniency, the Chevalier 
de B——— thought fit to make Love to 
his, Siſter- in- Law, ſhe is Young and Hand- 
ſome, and has no other defect but being 
ſomething Lame; the Chevalier is a Beau, 
he could ſee her at all times without" In- 
decency, and ſucceeded ſo well that he pre- 


vailed with her to declare in his Favour, 


pubfiekly owning! ſhe would Marry him 5 
ſomething more than their Hearts being in- 

gaged in this Affair, the Cardinal de . 
who has much Credit in the Court of Rome, 


reckoned" upon obtaining a Diſpenſition for 
their 


* 
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their Marriage, ſince it is granted in paralell 
Caſes to Princes, and thoſe of his Houſe 
pretend to the ſame. Quality; all meaſures 
being taken, Madam de Ventadour made no 
Oppolition, but the little Duke of FVentadour, 
who was diverting himſelf in Vivarets, left 
it as ſoon as he heard of this Deſign, 
and came in. a Fury to Paris to break 
it, or cut the Chevalier's Throat; as ſoon. 
as he arrived he took away his Daughter 
to his own Houſe, where he kept her in his 
ſight, till he married her to the Prince of 
Rohan, Son of the Prince de Soabize, this 
Lord is well ſhaped, - and formerly be- 
Jonged to the Church, but is become Heir 
of the Family by his Brother's Death ; he 
ſhowed no great Nicety about what had 
paſſed in the Chevaliers Affair, but ap- 
parently he believed no more than he ought. 
for his own Repoſe, however it was, the 
Marriage was accompliſhed to the content 
of both Parties in a very ſhort time. The 
Duke of Ventadour having ſhown more 
Vigour than could have been expected 
from him; the Chevalier being thus for- 
ſaken, went to air his Sorrow in the 
Country, which Intereſt makes him more 
ſenſible of than Love, ſor he is the Man 
in the World the leaſt capable of a real, 
Paſſion, tho he is handſom and well ſhaped; 
a Woman of Vertue and Conſideration would, 


here 
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here think his Conqueſt no Honour: What - 
ever Idea you give me of Avigron, it ſeems 
Princes are very ſcarce there, if the Cheva- 
lier e B—- can do ſo much Miſchief, and 
a Woman of Quality thiok his Conqueſt 
an Honour; I fear ſhe will find it a bad 
Bargain, and lament her before-hand, for 
. reſigning her ſelf to the Indiſcretion of the 
moſt depraved Creature in Nature. I hope 
we {hall be rid of him a good while, for he 
is neither loved nor eſteemed at Court, 
where he has ſpoke ſo fooliſhly of the King, 
TI wonder how he dares come into his Pre- 
ſence ! One Day he was told, the King was 
diſpleaſed at his Conduct, and had an aking 
\ Tooth to reform him; alack, ſaid the Che- 
valier, I am very unhappy. he keeps the on- 
ly Tooth left him, and that rotten, to bite 
me ; think what is to be expected from the 
Prudence of ſuch a Man, and if a Woman 
is not fallen into excellent Hands with him. 
I die to know how Madam D'Urbas will 
extricate herſelf, being concerned at what 
touches her, though 1 never ſaw her. As I 
was much afflicted at the Tragical Death of 
her Mother, whoſe ſad Story I heard 
ſomething. of heretofore, and cannot, 
but be very ſenſible of any Misfortune to 
the Children of that beautiful unfortunate 
Lady. -I knew ihe left two, and W 
15 — POOP | the 


12 LIZTTEA II. 


the Son here, who is called the Marquiſs de 
Ganges, he is Collonel of Dragoons, and a 
fine Gentleman, and married very advantage- 
ouſly, as they ay, i in his Country: As I have 
heard that Madam D'Urban, his Siſter is a 
fine Woman, but this is all f know, inform 
me if you pleaſe of the reſt, for | would 
know a Family I have ſo much at Heart. You 
paſs too lightly over the Marquiſs de Saſe- 
nage s Siſter, and I wonder you ſay nothing 
of the Marriage of the Marquiſs de Caſtres, 
Siſter to a Man of Birth and Rihces at Avig- 
non; acquaint me therefore with ſomething. 
more particular of your Ladies, with their 
Pleaſure and Intrigues, for we have none 
here but among the Citizens, ſo that the 
whole Court cannot furniſh me with one 
diverting” Story. Madam de Maintenon, hunt- 
ing, and ſome walks at Marli, bound all 
the King's Pleaſures. The Prince and Prin- 
ceſs of Conti have theirs by themſelves, and 
the Dutcheſs of Bous bon, has none but 
at Table. Wine is her Hypocrene, and 
when ſhe has tipled a little, ſhe' makes the 
pleaſanteſt Verſes in the World, ſparing 
neither the King, her dear Pappa, the littl 
Duke her Husband, nor any Creature; but 
ſhe flies at the poor Marquiſs de Laſſee, who 
ſne believes is her Husband's Mercury. King 
aa lives contented} * at St. Germains, 
which | 


* 
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which the Jeſuits ſay, is greatneſs of Soul, 
while the reſt impute ſo great a Tranquility 


to Weakneſs. His Son, or he that calls 
himſelf ſo, is educated well, and fo is his 


Siſter. The Queen appears always very 
ſad for being tumbled out of her Throne, 


and effeQtually it is falling from a great 
height, I bleſs the Mediocrity of my Con- 
dition, which ſecures me from ſuch a Pre- 
cipice. | 


* * 
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Send Am very 1 Madam, you 
are pleaſed with our Country 

[ 5 $ Pleaſures; and that you do 
Snoot abſolutely deprive us of 
3833838 the Hopes to lee you here. You 
cannot be a Stranger any where, for Merit 
is a Native of all Countries, and Avignon 


1s one of thoſe where they know beſt how 


to do it Juſtice, - where you will find the 
Marquiſs da Eſſars, and the Count de Suze, 
your old Friends, who are the Governours 
of our Gallantries, tho their Amours are 
only flying Paſſions ; the Marquiſs has a 
devour Wite, who takes in good Part all the 
Mortifications his Infidelities give her Occa- 


ſion for, and he takes care to furniſh her 


with Opportunities of Merit. The Count 
lives as in his Youth, and is parted from 
his Wife without Children, and with an 


Annuity of ſixteen thouſand Livres, which 
| | his 
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bis Heirs pay him, (to whom he has given 
his Inheritance) he keeps a Table, and lives 
like a Prince; conſider whether it can be ſo 
done at Parise Since he has broke the 
Chains of that Inchantreſs Madam de St. 
Nhat, he has run from one Beauty to ano- 
ther, without fixing any where. The Com- 
mander Malalicbini, who commands the Ita- 
lian Cavalry here, and is Brother to the 
Cardinal of the ſame Name, is another of 
our Heroes, his Gallantry is ſomething ob- 
ſolete, but his Purſe is not empty; he has 
a very pretty Garden, where he treats the 
Ladies, and often lends his Friends for the 
ſame uſe : The Marquiſs de Caſtres Siſter, 
whom you enquire after, uſed to be often 
there with the precedent Vice Legat, but 
ſhe has not found the'way to manage this 
after the ſame manner, for haughty with her 
firſt Conqueſt, and the Purple of the Car- 
dinal 4e Boni, her Uncle, ſhe imagined, that 
all the Vice Legates owed her their Homage, 
as if it had been one of the Functions of 
their Dignity, but Signior De/phini has made 
her ſee her Error. One Day asking him 
with too much Havghtineſs ſome Favour for 
one of her Creatures, he refuſed her very 
drily, upon which, ſhe complaining with 
much Heat, the Marquiſs D'Oeris her Huſ- 
band, who never opens his Mouth but to 


12 tome fooliſn thing, cry d, Madam what 
do 


liation, there being no Choice leſt but to 


Caſtres has. The Cardinal de Bani would 
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do you trouble your ſelf for, let that Buſſoon 
alone, the Vice Legate anſwered not a 


Word, but immediately the Marquiſs and 
his Wife were commanded: to leave the 


Pope's Territories; this News put them in 
great diſorder, and there was a meeting of 
all their Relations at Monſieur de Gauss 
Houſe, the Father of Madam D'Onis, where 
it was reſolved to implore the Vice · Legat's 
Clemency, but he was inexorable, refuſing 
all the SatisfaRions: they offered him, tho 
the Archbiſhop, Who is of the Illuſtrious 
Houſe of Fie/que, | mediated for a Reconci- 


fly; the Marquiſs with his ordinary Elo- 
quence: propoſed a Poſt Litter, that they 
might eſcape the fooner; but in ſhort, they 
pack'd up their Baggage, Nurſe and Chil- 


dren with their whole Train, ſome on 


Horſe-back, others on Mules, and left Avig- 
von in great diſorder. The Marquiſs ma- 
king a very ſerious Reflection upon the 
great Danger his gilt Coach had cles ped, 
telling ſome Friends who took their leave * 
him, that it had like to be burnt alive; and 
when they complemented him on the excel- 
lent Caſe his Horſes were in, why, how 
ſhould: they be lean, ſaid the witty Marquiſs, 
they cat lch Hay the King can eat no better? 
You fee what a Husband Madamoiſelle de 


need 
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need carry him to Rome, ſome time ſince, 


ſays, never bad Man, nor good Horſe were the. 
better for going to Rome) when they were at 
Florence, the Cardinal preſented him to the 
Great Duke, telling him he was his Nephew, 
and that his Family was originally of Florence, 
upon which the Duke ask d him, how long 
it was ſince his Anceſtors left the Country? 
My Lord, ſaid the Marquiſs, it was when 
the Medici uſurp d the Dominion of it. The 
great Duke ſeem d not to hear him, but the 
Cardinal bluſh'd up to the Ears, and ſwore 
never more to take his Nephew with him 
any where; I ſhould never end, if I ſhould 
mention all his Follies, tho ſome have 
made Collections of em, but for my own 

rt, I had not the Pleaſure to hear him ; 
tho when I firſt came hither, I went to viſit 
his Wife, and he was preſent, but ſhe doubt- 
ing my Intention, kept ſo much upon her 
Guard, that ſhe' never ſuffered him to ſpeak ; 
and tho* I addreſs'd my ſelf ſeveral times to 
him, ſhe ever anſwered for him, and this 
Affair happened ſoon after, but I will leave 
this Matter, and them, in their Exile. To 
fatisfie your Curioſity upon the Chapter of 
Madam D'Urban you have heard the ſad 
Fate of Madam de Ganges her Mother, who 
loſt her Life by the Hands of two of her 


* 


to try if he could ſpoil the Proverb (which 4 


Husband's Brothers, who uſed both" Sean 1 
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and Poiſon to deſtroy that fair unfortunate 
Lady. The Motive has not yet been per- 
fectly known, but many have believed her 
Husband engaged them to make him this 
Sacrifice. Notwithſtanding which, the Par- 
liament of Tholouſe were ſatisfied. with con- 
demning him to a perpetual Baniſhment, and 
to confiſcate his Goods, tho” all were ſurpri- 
zed at a Sentence, either too mild, or too 
ſevere, the ſame Crime having coſt the Mar- 
quiſs de Douſe his Life, he being accuſed of 
of cauſing his Lady to be killed, was carried 
to Priſon to Tholouſe, a little while after the 
Marquiſs de Ganges came out of it, and when 
his Friends beg'd the King's Pardon for 
him, he ſaid, the Marquiſs had no need of 
it, ſince he was to be tried by the Parliament 
of Tholouſe, for de Ganges had eſcaped very 
well, but thoſe Gentlemen thinking it then fit 
to ſhew they could puniſh, Monſieur de 1a 
Douſe had his Head cut off, whereas Mon- 
ſieur de Ganges, who doubtleſs was as guilty, 
remain d unpuniſhed; thus the Gallows is 
always for the moſt unfortunate: The 
Murtlierers of Madam de Ganges fled, and 
the King gave the Confiſcation of his Eſtate 
to one of his younger Brothers, who was his 
Page, but too young to have any Share in 
the Guilr of his Family. Madam de Ganges 
left two Children, one is the young Mar- 
quiſs, who you have ſeen at Paris, and = 
WH Other 
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other the Lady of whom we are ſpeaking; 
ſhe was bred by the care of Madam de Gan- 
ges Dowager her Grand-mother, and at about 
twelve Years old, they made her marry the 
Marquiſs de Perault, who was above Seven- 
ty, this young Creature gave her (elf to him 
without any Repugnance, he being very 
Rich, and of Quality, with all the Polite- 
neſs of the Court in his Time. 
He had a Brother whom he thought un- 
worthy of his Family and Eſtate, to prevent 
which, he choſe to marry, but it proved 
too late, he made his Vows in vain, but no 
Heir came of it, finding his Weakneſs, he 
ſtudied to find ſome Remedy; he loved his 
beautiful Lady paſſionately, and hated his 
Brother as mortally ; theſe two Paſſions in- 
ſpir d him with a Deſign which ſeems. very 
odd, he had a handſome Page, and of a 
good Family, he took him in private, where 
after having made him promiſe to keep his 
Secret inviolably, and engaged him by ſome 
Preſents, he opened his Breaſt to him of his 
earneſt Deſire to have a Child, ſince not by 
him ſelf, at leaſt by the Marquiſe; the 
Page trembled for fear, for he was already 
in love with his Lady, but without once 
daring to mention it, and imagined his Ma- 
ſter had'penetrated his Sentiments, and laid 
this Snare to diſcoyer them more fully, he 
* r +, | C2 . was 
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was very near confeſſing the Truth, and to 
have fallen on his Knees, and have begg'd 

bis Lord's Pardon, with his Diſcharge ; the 
Marquiſs perceived his Trouble, and com- 
forted him, with a Promiſe to authoriſe all 
he could do to pleaſe Madam Peraut, and 
alſo to facilitate his Endeavours, and to fur- 
niſh him with a Supply for his Expence ; 
you will believe the Marquiſs found the 
greateſt Obedience in his Page, who was 
never ſo overjoyed in his Life, as ſuch a 
Commiſſion gave him occaſion to be, and 
in three Days was magnificently dreſt, which 
made him twice as lovely as before, keep- 
ing always near his Lady, and endeavouring 
to divert her, who being young and airy, 
made no great difficulty to jeſt with him; 
all Things ſcem'd aptly diſpoſed, when the 
Page after having made his Eyes and Aſſi- 
duities ſpeak for a time, reſolved at laſt to 
ſpeak for himſelf and his Paſſion, but he 
was cruelly daſh'd, and threatened if ever 
he ſhould dare to mention it again in his 
Life, and to be delivered to the Marquiſs's 
Revenge, but theſe Threats did not much 


fright him, going immediately ro the Mar- 
quiſs to acquaint him with the ill Succeſs of 
his Declaration, who bid him not be dif- 
couraged ; this muſt needs ſeem an extraor- 
diaary Adventure, when the Husband be- 
comes his Rivals Confident, and et 

im 
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him againſt the Rigours of his Wife; but the 
Page emboldened by this Difcourſe, return- 
ed to the Aſſault, and one Morning, when 
Madam de Peraut was employed at her Toi 
ler, the Opportunity ſeeming favourable, 
after having wept and ſigh d, he threw him- 
ſelf at her Feet, taking certain Liberties 
which Paſſion might excuſe in a Youth' of 
Seventeen Years; the Marquiſe inraged, cal- 
led her Maids, but the Page, by the Ma- 
ſters Advice, had gained one of them, and 
ſhe had ſent away the reſt ; the Lady ſur- 
prized to find her ſelf alone with the Page, 
after having puſh'd him from her wich, 
threatning Air, run with her Hair about 
her Ears to her Husband's Apartment, ſhe 
was more lovely than can be imagined i 
that diforder, and the Page who Sllowed 
her, look d like a young Adonis, ſhe accu- 
ſed him before her Husband of breaking his 
Reſpe to her, and of having endeavoured 
to ſeduce her, but was ſtrangely ſurprized, 
when, inſtead of finding his Reſentment, _ 
break out like Fire , the Marquiſs calmly 
wondered, ſaying what ſhe ſaid could not ear 
(ily be believed, the Page having always'ap- 

peared very prudent, that perhaps ſhe had 
a Quargel to him, and ſought a Pretence 
to get fm diſcharged, but beſeech'd her 
not to exact it from him, the Youth being 
recommended to him in an extraordinary 

5 1 manner 


22 LETTER UL. 


manner, and he was under an Obligation to 

take care of him ; the poor Marquiſe bein 
extreamly aſtoniſh'd at this Anſwer, could 
not tell what to make of it, and finding no 
Remedy but in her own Severity,ſhe exerciſed 
it ſo effectally, that the poor Page was re- 
duced to diſpair, and daily told all his Mor- 
tifications to his Maſter The deſpaired alſo 
for having, ſo virtuous a Wife. Surely there 
are few Husbands at preſent who would 
complain in ſuch a Caſe, but this finding his 
Wive's Heart unacceſlible, fince one of the 
lovelieſt Youths in the Kingdom could not 
touch it, reſolved at length to make the 
laſt Attempr, and after having agreed with 
bis Page, he roſe in the Night when his 
Wife was in her firſt Sleep, and laid the 
Page in his Place, who as he came not there 
to ileep, wak'd the Lady, who ſoon. diſco» 
vered it was none of her Husband, and cried 
out for help, but finding none come, -ſhe 
got up, making a terrible Noiſe; the Hus- 
band who was within hearing, itil hoped 
his Page would appeaſe his Miſtreſs, and 
that the Noiſe would ceaſe at length, but 
finding nothing could be done, he came into 
the Chamber, and unfolded the whole Miſ- 
_ tery to his Wife, telling her the Page acted 
by his Order, beſeeching her to give him an 
Heir, fince to be dear to him, it was ſuffici- 
ent to be hers; the e finding then 
. 8 whence 
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whence this Indulgence came, anſwered with 
a firmneſs beyond her Age, that the Power 
lie had over her did not extend fo far, and 
that whatever deſire ſhe had to pleaſe him, 
ſhe could never do it at the Price of her 
Honour, and her Salvation. The Husband 
confounded to find ſo great a Vertue in ſo 
young a Perfon, reſoved to leave her at Li- 
berty, and rewarding his Page for his good 
Intentions gave him his Diſcharge, and died 
ſoon after with Grief to leave his Eſtate in 
the Hands of his Enemy, but firſt told what 
have acquainted you with, to one of his 
molt intimate Friends; this Friend had a fine 
Gentleman to his Son, and thought it would 
be the greateſt Felicity imaginable, if he 
could marry him to this young Widow, and 
and as the Family of D' Urban is one of the 
beſt of Avignon, the Marriage was.conclu- - 
ded by the Mediation of Friends as ſoon as 
the Time of Mourning was paſt, and th 
young Marquifs P D ba found in this lovel 
Widow all the Charms of a Maid, and ſhe 
found in him a Husband who had no occa- 
ſion for a Page to help him to Heirs, ſeeing 
his Family encreaſe every Year without fo- 
reign Aid; they lived in this happy union 
when the Chevalier came to trouble it; give 
me leave to conclude for this time, and in 
the next I Write, Iwill give you the reſt of 
I * N C4 WS 5.4 ? =, YL E T. 
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SES9292 0 U are a cruel Creature to 
- 8 heighten my Appetite, and then 
5 38 to leave me without gratifying 
Su it, ſurely, Madam, this is not 
388289 fair, knowing my Curioſity for 
the Adventures of Madam DO Urban, Ione 
in the Thread of her Story to cut it o 
I am much inclined to quarrel with you, if 
were not obliged to manage my Reſent- 
ment, that I may have the reſt of her Sto- 
ry, let me have it quickly therefore, and 
fear not your Letters will he too long, they 
are too agreeable for that Apprehenſion; and 
if I were not till angry, I would make 
this ten or twelve Pages, to ſhew you an 
Example, having Matter enough to fill it. 
Monſieur de Hurlay our Archbiſhop is 
dead, and the Grief of the Dutchefs. de Le- 
guiers upon this Loſs is the Subject of on | 
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Saty teat Poets. The King has appointed 
the "Biſhop of Chalons to ſucceed him, who 
is Brother to the Marſhal and Duke 4e Noalles, 
and has given the Biſhoprick of Chalexs' to 
the Abbot of Noarltes their Brother. Lou 
may fee a Family mightily in Favonr” by 
managing that of Madam de Maintenon, 
which is the only way to gain the King 3. 
She is going to marry her Neice, the Paush- 
ter of the Count D' Aubigny, to the Duke de 
Noailles's Son, who has already married ole 
of his Daughters to a Neptiew of Madam 
la Faliere; there was ly 7 05 to diſ- 
poſe of another into the Pati Madam 
de Monteſpun, to fupport his Waere firmy 
in the King's Favour ; but poor Moureſpian 
at preſent, would prove 27 a weak Prop, 
the King having driven fier from the 
having done it logg ſince from his Heart; 
for they fay, he never could endure her 
after the Peach of Fontange, 
ſtaid only tilt he had eſtablift'd her Children 
to baniſh her altogether. KG has difpoſed 
of them very high, as yo es the 
Eldeſt married hs Grſt Pets of el e cc 


and the Youngeſt with Monſieur, the Pate 5 


de Chartres, the only Son of the King's 


Brother, and Heir of be Crown if the Chil- 


dren of the Da uphin thonld' fail. The Dule 
de Miiy lattie as el is, married the Daughter 
f Monſieur, the Prince, and enjoys with 
he 


e and tht he 
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her the Principality de Dombes, and the reſt 
of the Fortune of the late Madamoiſelle de 
Monpenfier. The Count de T houlouſe is Ad- 
miral, and cannot fail ſome, great Match: 
In fine, Madam de Monteſpan in all her Un- 
happineſs, has the Pleaſure to ſee her Chil- 
dren in the higheſt Rank, The Duke de Maine 
her Son, had the hardſhip put upon him, 
to declare to her, ſhe muſt leave the Court, 
and that the King wanted her Apartment, 


and the Duke, her Son, lodged in it the 


next Day: You may eaſily imagine the Mo- 
ther reſented it as ſhe ought; ſhe demand- 
ed to ſpeak with the King for the laſt time, 
and knowing ſhe; bad nothing further to ma- 
nage, ſhe flew out and reproach d him with 
all ſhe had done for him, and with his In- 
gratitude; the King ſuffered her Extrava- 
gance, becauſe ſhe was a Woman, and that he 
very well knew it was the laſt time he ſhould 
endure it; ſhe paſſes her Days with the Ab- 
bels of Fonteureax her Siſter, and ſometimes 
in the Suburbs of St. Germain, in the Socie- 
ty of St. Joſeph, which ſhe Founded; they 
ſay, this new Archbiſhop would have recon- 
ciled her with her Husband, that after all 
the comical Scenes the Count has given the 
Publick, he might preſent. them with this 
Farce if he ſhould receive her again. In the 
mean while, Madam de Maintenon triumphs, 
and the deſtiny of the Kingdom is decided 


4 
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in her Chamber. The King is lock'd up in 
it when he returns from walking, and ſtays 
till ten in the Evening, when he goes to 
Supper; Monſieur de Ponte hartrain comes 
thither, while Madam de Maintenon ſpins in 
a Corner, without | ſeeming to give any at- 
tention to what paſſes, but at every Propo- 
ſal this Miniſter makes, the King turns to- 
wards her, and asks, Madam, hat fay 
you to this, and ſhe modeſtly. gives her Opi- 
nion, and whatever ſhe ſays is done. It is 
wonderful, that having neither Beauty nor 
Youth ſhe ſhould inſpire ſuch a Paſſion, and 
ſo great Conſtancy, but as the Prince of 
Orange, ſaid, the King acts contrary to all 
other Sovereigns, for he chooſes young Mi- 
niſters and an old Miſtreſs: She never ap- 
pears in Publick but when ſhe takes the Air 
with the King, then ſhe is ſeen in the back 
of the Coach, with her Spectacles on her 
Noſe working, Tapeſtry. Every Morning 
ſhe goes to St. Cyr, to give her , Orders. to 
that Nurſery of Maids, who: the Misfortune 
of their Parents ſends thither from all Parts, 
and {te returns about the time of the King's 
Levee ; ſhe goes to Mals at Day bre⸗ 

to avoid the Crowd, which either Curioſity 
or Neceſſity would draw, near her, and ex- 
cept. to Madam de Cbe vreuſe, de Signely, de 
Mont Chevrutl, the Princeſs D' Harcourt, and 
Madam DUdicourt, ſhe is inaceſſible ®Q all 
9 45 Peo- 
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People; yet I had the Honour to ſpeak to 
her ſometimes, and found her very familiar 
and Modeſt ; I know not not whether in 
her high Situation ſhe does not fear to pro- 
voke Envy, or whether any Rank we might 
give her does not ſeem below her, though 
ſhe takesnone her felf ; they have fuppreſs'd 
the Name of Marquiſs, and only call her 
Madam de Maintenon, neither will ſhe be a 


Dutcheſs; ſhe aſpires to ſomething more 
than that, and the Projects ſhe has- laid up- 


or it, has caus d the Diſgrace of the Abbot 
Frnelon, Archbiſhop of Cambray, who is ac- 
cuſed of being a Quietiſt ; the Govern- 
is taken 
from him, and they would gladly diveft 


dim of his Archbiſhoprick : As he is your 


Friend, I am fure you would be glad to 
hear the Particulars of this Affair, which 
makes ſo great a Noiſe in the World; but 
have now an Opportunity to be revenged 
for the Trick you plaid me in your laſt 
Letter, and you ſhall know no more at this 


time, but I Will leave it for another, 


the mean while, pleaſe to have the Good- 
neſs to inform me with the remainder of 
Madam D Urbans Story. After all, there 
is nothipg like travelling to become learned 
and skilful. You know the Name of 
Avignon in the time of our Anceſtors, and 


what paſſed there fince the thirteenth Cen- 


tury, 
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tury, this it is to be a learned Woman; but 
not to be behind hand with you, I will in- 
form you, that Cæſar tells us, Paris was 
antiently called Luteſia, which Name it re- 
ceived from a certain People called Pariſi, 
ſo called from Paris, the Son of Rhommus, 
the eighteenth King of the Gauliſh Celtes, 
though I ſhould never have known fo 
much, but-by your Exam uti Farewel with- 
out Malice, 


IE r. 
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2 See plainly, Madam, there is no 
= 1 ©» Quarter on your Side to be ex- 

pected, therefore without begin- 
2 ning with Complements, which 
are no more in Faſhion, I return to Madam 
D' Urban, who! left ſeemingly in good Intel- 
ligence with her Husband, till the Arrival 
of the Chevalier de Boullon, who brought a 
Diviſion into the Family. He \ſaw Madam 
D' Urban in the Aſſemblies, and finding her 
much to his -liking, reſolved through Vani- 
ty, rather than Paſſion, to make an Attempt 
upon her Reputation, and ſhow'd abun- 
dance of Aſſiduity: While Monſieur D Urban, 
who believed himſelf ſecure in his Wive's 
Vertue, left them at full Liberty; but as 
there is a Time for all Things, her Hour of 
Love was come, and her great Vertue be- 
gan to ſhake with the Attacks of this Prince 
who ſoon perceived the Progreſs he had 


made 


LIr rA 31 
made in her Heart; and as he only ſought 
for a publick Triumph, he took care to in- 
form the whole Towne of it, he ſpent the 
Day with her, and when he retired; run 
through the Streets ringing a little Bell with 
his Hand. The Citizens ſurprized with this 
Novelty, opened their Windows, telling one 
another, it is the Prince who makes Love to 
Madam D' Urban coming from her, very few 
believing they ſpent their Evenings playing 
at Ombre: Taking ſo little management, the 
Relations of Mr. D' Urban were obliged to 
acquaint him, he was become the Jeſt of the 
Town, thus opening his Eyes, he forbid 
this Commerce with his Wife, but as ſoon 
as he was gone out, ſhe ſent for the Cheva- 
lier to tell him their Misfortune ; he told 
her it was her Fault, that ſhe had no Con- 
duct, and treated her like a Fool, while the 
poor Lady was all overflowed with Tears. 
The Husband who had ſeriouſly deſired the 
Chevalier to come no more to his Houſe, 
being informed he was there, came with a 
Deſign to uſe him as he deſerved, and lock'd 
the Door, taking the Key on the Inſide, and 
with ſome Servants waited for him in the An- 
ti-Chamber, as he was pleafed to hear the 
Converſation with his Wife, he went nearer 
ſoftly, where he underſtood every Word 
was ſpoke ; the Chevalier who gave little 
attention to what Madam Durban ſaid to 
ma” 5 
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vered what was prepared for him, which to 
avoid, he opened the Window that look d 
into the Street, and after having ſaid to 
Madam DUrban, help your ſelf out as well 

as you can, he jumpd down without any 
harm, and ſo eſcaped the Reſentment of 
Monſieur D Urbar. His firſt Care was to pub- 
liſh this Adventure every where, and then 

Avignon to Supper, at an Eating -Houſe of 

one called le Cog, Brother to the Famous le 

Cog of Montorgueil, the poor Man treated 

him in an extraordinary manner, with which 

they were ſo pleas d that they ſtaid all 

Night, and D Uran was read Lectures upon 

iently, at laſt, about Morning, being 

unable to eat or drink more, they called up 
poor le Cog, and after having made him 
drink, the Chevalier told him, he was too 
fat for a Cock, and that he was reſolved 
to make him a Capon; after which making 
him be held by the Arms and Legs, he 
whetted two Knives, one againſt another, 
and performed Origen s Operation, which in 

a few Hours ſent him into another World. 

The Vice Legat who was kept waking by 

ſome Phyſick, heard very early of this Acti - 

on, and the Conſideration he had for the 

Cardinal de B kept him from ſeizing 

the Chevalier; he had ſuch a Deteſtation of 
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it, that he ſent him word, if he did not imme-- 
diately leave the City, he would deliver him 
into the Hands of Juſtice, the Chevalier need- 
ed no more, but greazing the Wheels of his 
Poſt-Chaiſe, and while all things were get- 
ting ready, he took a Freak to ſee Madam 
Durban once more, for after all the Noiſe 
had been made, he conſidered not keeping 
any Meaſures with Monſieur Durban, who 
had never been in his Wives Chamber ſince 
the Chevalier jump'd out of the Window, 
ſhe remaining alone to weep her Misfor- 
tunes, when the Chevalier appeared at the 
Door, her Woman, who was in his Intereſt 
having introduced him ſilently, while the 
Family were in Bed, for it was no more than 
ſeven of the Clock, Madam Durban's Weak- 
neſs ſor him, ſaw him enter with Pleaſure, 
ſuſpending for a few Moments the Grief 
which oppreſt her, he told her his Exploit, 
and ſhe only accuſed the Wine, ſo great was 
her Inclination to excuſe him, he told her he 
leſt her with regret, and-complained ſhe had 
not the Kindneſs to give him her Picture; 
ſhe was ſo charmed with this Return of 
Kindneſs, that ſhe pulled down her Picture 
which hung by her Husband's, near the Bed- * 
ſide, and tearing the Cloth from the Frame, 
rolled it up, and defired the Chevalier to 
take it with him, he laid it on the Table, 
and after a gay adieu, left her without ta- 

D king 
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king it. As ſoon as he was gone, Madam 
Durban fell again a weeping, his precipitate 
Departure giving her a freſh Occaſion of Af- 
fliction, her Woman finding no means to 
comfort her: No my deat Laura, ſaid ſhe to 
her, I can neither live with Honour nor 
Pleaſure, loſing the the only Maa I ever 
I have given him all my Tenderneſs, and 
his has coſt me my Reputation; my Hus- 
band's Confidence in me and the Eſteem of 
the World, and after all I fiad my ſelf with- 
out a Lover, or Domeſtick Peace; yet hap- 
Py alas! if 1 were without Love: While ſhe 
made 'theſe Complaints, ſhe perceived her 
Picture which the Chevalier had left upon 
the Table, ah! cry'd ſhe, how unhappy am I! 
the poor Youth will fall into deſpair when 
he miſſes my Picture; alas, he was ſo trou- 
bled, that he forgot to take it with him. 
I prithee ſend ſome Body aſter him with it 
whatever it coſt ; Laura immediately obeyed 
her Miſtreſs, and ſent a truſty Meſſenger 
with it, who took Poſt, and overtook the 
Chevalier when he was ready to change 
Horſes; as ſoon as he perceived him, he 
- cried out to the Driver to ſtop, but the Che- 
valier thinking a Guard was coming to ſeize 
him, cried to him louder to drive on, but 
being obliged to ſtop at his Stage, the Man 
alighted from his Horſe, and ſaluting him, 
2 : preſented 
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preſented the Picture as he was commanded: 
The Chevalier recovered from his fright, 
ſent him back, deſiring him to take back 
the Picture with him to Madam D Urban, ad» 
ding, that he knew not what to do with it, 
the Fellow perſiſted, ſaying, his Order was 
to give it to him, and that he dared not 
appear before Madam D' Urban without obey- 
ing it: finding him f6 obſtinate to follow 
him, he asked for a Hammer and Nails, and 
nailed it behind his Chaſe himſelf, where 
Men uſe to lay their Arms, taking his 
Leave of Madam D Urbans Envoy, who re- 
turned very ill ſatisſied. At the fecond 
Stage, his Driver being to return, demand- 
ed his Money; but the Chevalier told him 
he had none, and at length by Compoſition 
gave him Madam D'Urbas's Picture, who 
that very Evening expos'd to ſale at Avig- 


non, where this Adventure was immediately 


diſcovered; as this Circumſtance augment- 


| ed Madam D'Urbas's Deſpair, it did the fame. 


by her Husband's Anger ; of which ſhe fear» 
ing the terrible Effects, diſappered next 
Morning: It was faid the took the Road to 
Paris, to follow the Chevalier who return- 
ed thirher : others of a more charitable Opi- 
nion, ſuppoſed ſhe went to fee a Son who 
ſhe extreamly loved, and was at board in 
the Fauxburg at St. Germain. In tlie interim 
it is the whole Diſcourſe of the Town. The 

D 2 Rela- 
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Relations having met, it was reſolved to beg 
the King's Letter to ſnut her up in a Mona- 
ſtery, and one of them who was going to 
Paris was given this Commiſſion, but he 
excuſed himſelf, and perhaps it ſtop d. There 
every one laments poor Monſieur D' Urban, 
and conclude her unlucky Stars had over- 
come her Vertue : In truth it ſeems not natu- 
ral, that after having ſhow'd ſo much Ver- 
tue to an Husband of Seventy Years, ſhe 
ſhould ſo fail of her regard to this, who is 
young and handſome, if the fatal Influence 
of her Stars had not over-ruled her. 

The Relations of the poor Cook were 
filenced for two Hundred Piſtoles, the Che- 
valier's Friends gave them, declaring the 
good Man died of an Appoplex, and that 
the Chevaliers Crime was only a made Sto- 
ry. Thus you ſee how he is acquitted and 
made innocent even to the King, who would 
have been willingly informed of the Truth, 
but ſeemed pleaſed when they aſſured him 
it was but a Fable; tho nothing can be more 
true, but Money does all things. 

Now I have performed what you deſired 
concerning this unhappy Intrigue. You are 
very right when you obſerve, that they com- 
monly end with ſome Cataſtrophy. All this 
has fallen out in a very little time; that is, ſince 
I writ my laſt Letter; you ſhould have had 
it ſooner, if a Journey into a neighbouring 

* | Country 
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Country had not prevented; I mean the 


Principality of Orange. Methinks I am got 


into Fary-Land, where ſo many Sovereigns 
are Neighbours to one another, that they 
ſometimes meet a hunting, and I was fo ſur- 
prized to paſs through three or four ſeveral 
Dominions in one Day, that I thought all 
was Enchantment; and the Beauty of the 
Country might help to perſwade me; for 
it is the moſt lovely can be imagined, as is 
the Idea Monſieur D'Urfe has repreſented 
of the Banks of the River Ligvon. I made 
it a Pleaſure to fee this City, whoſe Name 
its Sovereign has made ſo illuſtrious, and his 


own ſo much more, that we doubt whether 


in our Grand-childrens time, they will not 
prefer his Name even to Alexanders; for 
like that Heroe he has performed Actions 
which ſeem miraculous, and like him alſo 
finding his Anceſtor's Dominions too narrow 
for him, he has extended his Empire over 
three Kingdoms; ſo that coming into the 
little Principality of Orange, I look d upon 
it as the Macedon of the Alexander of our 
Days. This Country has been fo ſeverely 
treated during the War, that it holds from 
Nature only, all that is lovely in it: The 
Fortifications of his Capital City are demo- 
liſhed, and the Walls razed to the Ground, 


which is a great Pity. Approaching Orange 


I ſaw in the Suburbs a Monument rhe Ro- 
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mans have left there; it is a triumphal Arch 
rais'd to the Honour of Caius Marius, when 
he was victorious over the Cimbri, who he 
defeated in that great Plain of Provence, 
which bears the remembrance of his Name, 
it being called Camargue. On this Arch 
all the great Actions of that Roman are re- 
preſented naturally; there you may ſee his 
Battles, and his Trophies, and even a ſhe 
Magitian, who always accompanied him: 
Notwithſtanding it is very antient, it is ſo 
well built, long before the Roman Emperors, 
yet is entire enough for all Travellers to ad- 
mire it. The City is little, but exceeding 
retty, and many polite People of Quality 
1 it, who long for the return of their Prin- 
ces Government, whom they ſtyle their 
King, though France has not yet acknow- 
ledged him as ſuch: They believe he will 
ſo come thither, ſaying Heaven has plac d 
him on the Throne. Upon this they told 
me a Story, which I ſhould hardly have 
believed, not being much inclined to give cre- 
dit to Miracles, but that thoſe that informed 
me were of Conſideration, who ſpoke from 
having been Eye-Witneſs of it; and it 
was alſo atteſted by the whole City, both 
Catholicks and Proteſtants, They ſay then, 
that this Prince, who reigns at preſent in 
England being about ſeventeen Years old, 


gave a general Pardon to his Subjects, or 
| a 


— 
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had not behaved themſelves well during his 
Minority; this Pardon being publiſh'd in 
the Circus, which is in the middle of the 
City, and is ſtill a noble Remain of Antiquity, 
there was raisd a kind of a Throne, where 
they placed the Effigies of that Prince, from 
whence the Pardon ſeem'd to ſhine, all the 
People being aſſembled round about, when 
they began the Ceremony, they ſaw a Crown 
appear in the Air, and came till it ſtop'd 
over againſt the Princes Chair at a very lit- 
te diſtance. from it, and continued there 
for three Hours, they all cried out, a M- 
racle ! and from that Moment never doybt- 
ed that their Priace would become a King. 
This is a Thing not to be diſputed,” tho 
it ſeems very extraordinary, being of pub- 
lick Notoriety, and was confirmed to me 
even at Aviguon, to which I am but fe 
Days returned, where, if you pleaſe, I at- 
tend your Ir ation of the Cauſe of the 
Archbiſhop of Cambray's Diſgrace, I have 
had a real ſorrow for it, and know. him too 
well to ſuſpect him of Hereſie, there muſt 
be ſomething more in it then I can compre- 
hend. Adieu, I am always guilty of writing 
too long Letters, through the Pleaſure [ 
have in entertaining you, but you cannot 
take ſo much with me, and will be tired 

with too much reading. 3 rg 
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3 % ſeem long to me, therefore if 
85 Y 3 2 you pleaſe, make no more Scru- 
Op — ples in the Cafe, Methinks, 
| Madam D'Urban is abſolutely 
eech of hers, and has but ill anſwered the 
Idea ſhe gave formerly of her Vertue; how- 
ever the has found the Secret to diſtract two 
Husbands, whom ſhe might have pleaſed, 
had ſhe anticipated her Coquettry, and 
transferred her Vertue to her ſecond 
Marriage.” It would have come to the 
ſame thing, only changing the Time, 
but it is true which is ſaid of our Sex, vix. 
that it is made contrary to it ſelf, and is 
ſubject to contradict it ſelf; but jeave her 
and have no more the ſame Concern for her; 
though ber deſtiny makes me pitty her, I abhor 
the Glievaliers Crimes, Part of which are un- 


ANG here, and he appears as he _—_— 
o, 


LzeTTER VI. 57 =. 
do, I ſaw him at a Ball the Day I received 
your Letter, Tentangled him extreamly when 
1 ſpoke to him of Madam D Urban, and of 
nailing her Picture behind his Chaſe; he 
denied all, for all villainous Things are de- 
nied, and I quitted him before he could diſ- 
cover me. I ſee the Archbiſhop of Cam- 
bray touches 1 and that T muſt 
tell you his Story; for which I muſt unfold 
a Myſtery, which is known to few People; 
'you know it is not doubted here, that the 
King has been long married to Madam de 
Maintenon, this has appeared 'by many Cir- 
cumſtances, and by the little management 
ſhe has obſerved with the Dauphin, and the 
Princeſs de Conti: In ſhort, they fay the 
Deſire of being declared Queen has lately 
ſeized her, and ſhe has'perſecuted the King 
extreamly on that Point, who reſiſted for 
ſome time, but at laſt in one of his tender 
Moments he permitted her to conſult his 
Confeſſor upon it, ſhe then thought her Af. 
fair in a hopeful way, not doubting Father 
la Chaiſe would be glad to make his Court 
to her on char Oecali0 on, but he was too great 
a Politician; and knew he could not declare 
himſelf on one Side, without being the 
Victim of the other, wherefore he had Skill 
enough to draw himſelf out of this Affair, 
like a cunning Jeſuite, telling the King he 


did not think himſelf fo good a Cafuilt as to 


reſolve 
* | 
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to the Jeſuir, what have I done, Father, that 


reſolve ſo difficult and important a Matter; 
and defired him to think good, he might 
conſult a more enlightened Perſon, for —— 


he would be anſwerable to him, the King 
- would not permit his Secret ſhould 
but when he named Monſieur Fenelon, he 
made no Difficulty to conſide in him. As 


be known; 


ſoon as the Archbiſhop knew what was in 
agitation, he was very melancholy, and ſaid 


you will ruin me? Well, however, let us go 
to the King, who ſtaid for them in his Clo- 
ſet; where being entred, that Prelate fell 
on his Knees, and beſought him not to 
make him a Sacrifice, which his King pro- 
miſed him, then MonGeur * 2 hs 
uſual Integrity, repre jury he 
would do himſelf in declaring the Marriage, 
and the dangerous Conſequences which mult 
follow ſuch a Declaration, the King found 
the Solidity of his — te and reſolved to 
ſtop there: Madam de Maintevon in vain 


preſſed him, he told her it could not be; 
he asked if it was Father Ja Chaiſe who. diſ- 


ſwaded him, but he refuſed to tell her for 
ſome time, but at laſt by a Weakneſs, Which 


muſt needs be condemned, he told her how 


all things had paſſed, the diſſembled her 
Diſcontent, but contrived how to be reveng- 


ed, and immediately made it fall upon that 


dn but the Jeſuit ſhall have bs 2 Turn 


alſo, 
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alſo, though he was only guilty of the Sin 
of Omiſſion. Much Time was ſpent in per- 
reach which way to fall ypon the Arch- 


iſhop, who never gave any hold to be taken 


by, but at laſt the Biſhop of Meaux, who 
was diſcontented the King had not truſted 
him with the Education of the Duke of 
Burgundy, and that the Abbot Fenelon was 


preferred before him, with turning over a 


wherein that Prelate treated of Divine 
Love, he believed, that with the Aſſiſtance of 


Artifice, he might give a bad Interpretation to 


ſome Expreſſions, which are not more ſtrain d 
than thoſe of St. Fereſa, and many others, or 
which the Church has great Reverence, of 
which he informed Madam Maintauom, who 
left her Revenge to him, who would omit 
no Opportunity for it, and it is feared ſhe 
will carry it very far. Monſieur de Cam- 
Brai is in his Dioceſs, expecting the Effects 


Preceptor to the Princes, all his Relations 
that were in the Service are broke, and one 


of it with all the Tranquility which ariſes 
from a good Conſcience, but is no longer 


of his Brothers who was in the Marine is 


ſent home. The Jeſuits expect the ſame 
Fortune, and I know not by what Polit ieks 
they have already begun Acts of Hoſtility, 


for they have cauſed Scarrons Works to be 


printed, and fold at Liaus, which Madam 
| | Ma. 
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Maintenon would by all means have ſup- 
preſs d, it may be by this little manage- 
ment, they think they may oblige her to 
have more for them, and make themſelves 
more conſidered; but perhaps ſhe may abate 


their Pride; the Italian Comedians have 


already felt her diſpleaſure, and are driven 
away for having acted the falſe prade or 


the Hypocrite, in which they ſay Madam 


Maintenon was expos d: All Paris regrets 
their Loſs, which had like to have been 
followed by that of the French Players, 
and the Opera, ſo far has the Fervour of 
our new Archbiſhop carried him. The 
Ladies of Pleafure have thank'd her by a 
pleaſant Addreſs, which they have preſent- 
ed to her, reckoning they ſhall have much 
more Practice, when there is nothing left 
to divert ſo many idle People, and offer 
her a Contribution for the Poor ; this Ad- 
dreſs has ſhewn into what ridiculous mea- 
ſures ſhe has fallen, and obtained Quarter 
for the French Players and the Opera 
giving a ſmall Subſidy which muſt be paid 
by every Place to the Poor, whoſe Inte- 
reſt it is become they ſhould be much fre- 
quented; ſo that the Preachers dare cry 
out againſt them no more. Farewel, you 
mention a certain Inchantreſs in one of 
your Letters called Madam de St. Rhut, it 
_ N gives 
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gives me a Curioſity, for methinks that 
Character reigns at preſent, let me there- 
fore know to whom you give it, I doubt 


not but it fits her, and that her Story muſt 
be agreable, give it me then if you pleaſe, 


and on my Part you ſhall be ignorant of 
nothing that paſſes here, 


Jam, 


Madam, c. 
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ZZ289%HE Hiſtory of Monſieur de Cam- 
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1 * brai gives me a real Grief, he 


E deſerved a better Fortune; but 
— after all he ſuffers for Righteouſ- 
neſs fake, which he might have avoided, 
if he had uſed. leſs Sincerity. Since you 
deſire to know who Madam de St. Rhut is, 
T am ready to ſatisſie you with as few Errors 
as poſlible ; this Woman has made her ſelf 
Famous by her Addreſs and Cunning : She 
was married at Carpentras, a little City de- 
pending upon Avigzon, Situated upon the 
River of Sorgue. She was never, as I be- 
lieve, handſome, at leaſt there is no remains 
of beauty in her Face; notwithſtanding 
which, ſhe has inſpired very extraordinary 
. Paſſions, and done the moſt ſurpriſing 
Things in the World; her Husband who 
knows her Genius much ſuperior to his, 


ſuffers himſelf to be governed, and ſub- 
| ſcribes 
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ſcribes blindly to all ſhe does. When the 


King was at Avignon, Madam de St. Rhus 
reſolved to ſhew her Talents, and fix d her 


looked upon as that Monarch's future Mi- 
ſtriſs; ſhe brought her to Court, and it was 
ſhe alſo who Writ the Memoirs, which ap- 
peared in the World under the Name of 
that Dutcheſs. Madam de St. Rbut, who 
followed her only to make her Fortune, 
quitted her when ſhe ſaw her incline another 
| way, and returned to her Province, where 
ſhe endeavoured to pleaſe the Count de Suſe, 
the ſucceeded as ſhe always did in whatever 
ſhe undertook, The Count was married 
to Madam de Merinville, Daughter to the 
Governor of Narlonne, and as he has ever 
been the Ape of the Court, he imagined 
he ought no longer to amuſe himſelf in 


the Intrigue Madam de St. Rbut had long 
contrived, and accordingly ſhe led him very 
far; he had an Uncle who kept a Father's 
Authority over him; this was the Biſhop of 
Viviers, a Prelate Venerable for his Age, 
and eſteemed for his Merit. The Counteſs 


de Suſe, who impatiently ſuffered her Huſ- 
band's Contempt, complained of it to the 
Biſhop, and he often made them Friends, 
but theſe Accommodations laſted but little, 
the Count doted upon Madam S:. Rog, 


ſelf to Madam de Mazarin, Who was then 


loving his Wife, and fell downright into 


rr i. 
and could not endure his Wife, but reſolved 


to forſake her; ſhe went to Viviers to ac- 
quaint the Biſhop ſhe could no longer en- 


dure it, but would go home to her Father, 


the Biſhop defired her to ſtay ſome Days 


with him, which ſhe conſented to very 
obligingly ; dining with him he ſent for 
his Nephew, who dared not fail coming 
to him, and after having read him a long 
LeQure; he led him to his Wives Chamber, 


being about Bed-time, and left them toge- 


ther, exhorting them to forget all that was- 
paſt, and to. live more Affectionately for 


the Future. She was a Vertuous Woman, 
and loved her Husband, but his Sentiments 


were quite different, and could not ſuffer 


his Wives Preſence, and was no ſooner out 


of his Uncle's, but he deſired the Steward 
to give him another Chamber; this made 
the Counteſs loſe all Patience, Love ſlighted, 


turning into Fary, ſhe took a Flambeau lay 


by, and ſet Fire to the Bed, the Count ſoon 
waked to prevent being burnt alive, and all 
the Family were allarmed, and flew to pre- 
vent the burning of the Epiſcopal Palace, 
the Biſhop ſoon got up frighted, and ſur- 


prized when he knew the Cauſe, he blam d 


the Counteſſes Paſſion, but more the Count 
for being the Occaſion of it; and finding 


no room for a Reconciliation, he conſented 


the Counteſs ſhould go home to her Father, 
but 
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bat to puniſh his Nephew, and to draw him 
from this unhappy Engagement, - he was 
riveted to ſo ſtrongly, he did every thing 
to perplex him, cauſing his Creditors to 
ſeize all his Goods, not leaving him ſo 
much as a Knife for his Table; this the 
Biſhop thought would make bim come to 
himſelf, but he was deceived; Madam de 
St. Abus had only Power over him, who 
in the mean time forgot not her Intereſt, : 
and getting ſeveral Notes ſigned by the 
Count for what Sums ſhe pleaſed, ſhe came 
upon the Stage with his Creditors, and 
ſeized upon his Land, to the Value of Fifty" 
Thouſand Crowns, and had the Artifice to 
perſwade him it was all for his Service; 
and at the ſame time, as ſhe pretended to 
blind her Husband, who, faid the, begun 
to be diſturbed at their "Commerce, the 
Count fell into the Snare, and ſolicited. 
the Judges in Madam de St. Rhat's' Favour 
againſt himſelf, and then it was that 
People began to believe ſhe was a Sorcerels, 
but the Count, Ruin'd as he was, thought- 
himſelf the happieſt Man in the World, 
when he could be with her, and has been 
often ſeen in his Houſe, where nothing was 
left but bare Walls, to ſend for a Pullet and 
ſpread his Handkerchief upon the Floor, 
to eat it with Madam St. Rhat, like the 
erer 3 ſhe is 6 him that a * 
ein 
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had Charms for her in his Company; but 
for all that ſhe has ever ſince kept his Land 
ſafely; her Husband pleaſed: with this 
Acquiſition, - concerned himſelf very little 
what Judgment the World made upon it, 
and the Count beheld his Ruin with Plea- 
ſure; to ſuch a degree was he bewitched 
by this Woman, and I believe he would | 
have continued fo all his Life, if the had 
not forſaken him when ſhe had gained the 
- Prey, I have mentioned. Then, too late, he 
ſaw the Fault he had commuted, and writ 
to his Wife, who would return no more 
to him ; his only Son being Dead, he ſettled 
his remaining Fortune upon his Brother's 
Children, who by the direction of the 
Biſhop of Viviers, who always governed 
the Family, were obliged to pay him Six- 
teen Thouſand Livres a Year, with which 
he lives very great here. In the mean time 
Madam de St. Rhat was ſeeking a farther For- 
tune; looking on every ſide ſhe found nothing 
more likely than to fix upon Monſieur 
Arnoux, a Rich, and an intimate Friend of 
Monſieur Colbert. Arnoux had a very Old 
and Infirm Wife, and Two Sons, One was 
brought up by Monſieur Serynelay, and One 
Daughter in a Monaſtry; Madam de St. 
Rhut ſoon grew abſolute in the Family, and 
the World thought alſo with Monſieur Ar- 
moux ; I cannot tell how it was, but Old 
5 5 4 | Madam 
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Madam Ar»oux however, took no umbrage 
concerning it, and St. Rhut found how to 
make her ſelf ſo neceſſary to that good 
Woman, that ſhe could not be without her; 
this Commerce laſted without any Acci- 
dent, but on a ſudden Monſieur Arnonx 
died, and St. Rhut, who turned all Things 
to her own Advantage, conſidered how ſhe 
might Profit: by it; ſee then how ſhe cons 
trived it: She had Two Sons, One called 
Monſieur St. Sauviur, the other Monſieur 
de St. Soiſſons : Madam Arnoux, who was 
ready to.Die, but who would gladly have 
put off that Affair as long poſſible, had 
always a Phyſician by her Bed- ſide, who 
ſtill amuſed her and Inriched himſelf by it 
for ſhe was full of Money, her Husba 
having left her the Children's Fortunes, Sr, 
Rhut contrived to gain her Phyſician ; a 
thing eaſily done, and to perſwade Madam 
de Arnoux, that to cure her of all her Di- 
ſtempers, and to prevent Death, it was ab- 
8 neceſſary for her to marry a ſounc 
uſty young Man, aſſuring her he would 
draw away all her Infirmities, and com- 
municate his Health and Vigour to her; he 
ſeconded his Aſſertion with maay Argu- 
ments from Gallen and Hypocratet, and was 
going on when Sr. Rhat came into the 
Chamber; ah Madam, cry d out Madam 
D Arnosx;; you will never gueſs what Re- 
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medy the Doctor has preſeribed, I know not, 
reply'd Sr. Rhut coldly; but I wiſh it may 
Re-eſtabliſh your Health, which is at leaſt 
as dear to me as my own ; alas ſaid the 
good Woman, when you know What it is 
you will ſee plainly it is not fit for me; 
why ſo, ſaid Sr. Rbut, What can this ter- 
rible Remedy be? Why, it is to marry, 
anſwered Madam D' Arnoux, and that too 
with a Young Man; do but conſider to what 
degree I ſhould expoſe my ſelf, and what 
the World would think of ſuch a ſtep, tho 
it were neceſſary for my Health, which 1 
do not believe very certain. [ expected, 
replied Madam St. Rhut, ſome more diffi- 
cult Remedy, and cannot find why this 
ſhould fright you, the Circumſtances ought 
not to make it diſagreeable, I think an 
Husband's Youth is no great Fault ; what 
faid D' Arnoux, are you of the ſame Opi- 
nion, and would you adviſe me/after havin 
lived with Reputation in the World, to 
draw the publick Cenſure upon my elf, 
and expoſe me to the Contempt of ſome 
Young Coxcomb, who would Marry me 

only to gain my Fortune, and lead a De- 
bauch d Life without any Care of me or 
my Health; I muſt be a Fool to expect any 
thing elſe at my Age, I cannot pretend to 
be loved, and ſhould be hooted at, were I 
8 of * a Thing to ſave a poor re- 


mainder 
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mainder of Life, which cannot laſt long, 


and is not worth the while to leave ſuch an 
Idea of me behind me, to blaſt my Memory; 
Madam, reply d S“. Abut, I can give you no 
advice as to the effect it may have pon 
your Health, the Doctor ought to under- 
ſtand his Profeſſion, (turning towards the 
Doctor) and you know; him Well enough, 
whether, you ought to be determined by, him, 
as 10 dhe reſt, ir is nor in our Days that 
we ſtudy to make our Memories Immortal; 
they laugh at. thoſe. Fools, who died to 
Eternize their Names; permit me Madam 
tell you, that you are. ſomething in that 
aſe, and that it is becoming your own 
Murthereſs, to be ſo careleſs of your Life; 
I can't ſee how you can in Conſcience do 
it, all rational People who know the mo- 
tives, cannot blame you, and yon ought 
not be concerned for the gaining the ap- 
probation of others; 5 Publick "has no 
Inſpection over your Affairs, and, You, are 
above many Conſiderations by your, Rank in 
the World; I confeſs there is another Which 
ſeems ſtronger, which is the Danger of falling 
into bad Hands, and that frights me, but 
you muſt. make a good Choice, good, Men 
are ſcarce, but may be found for looking 
for, and if there remains any difficulty, it 
is eaſily removed, I will offer you my Son, 
who is ſuch as the Doctor requires, "and. 
; . | 1 8 4 a” ok E 3 een TIS F FEET who 
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who, will make ir his Care to obey | your 
Commands, and Re-eſtabliſh your Health, 
which ought to be precious to him for 
many Reaſons; he is an honeſt and com- 
paſlionate Man, and this ſecures you on 
all. hands, fee Madam, | adviſe you to no- 
thing, but I offer you all that is moſt dear 
to me; the good Lady was already pretty 
well ſhocked, when her Confeſſor came in, 
who was a feſuit, and in the Confederacy, 
as ſoon as he entred, he asked what Con- 
verſation it was which ſeemed fo warm, 
they told him the Subject, as was agreed 
before between them, the Father made it a 
Caſe. of Conſcience in Madam D' Arnoux, 
and told her he could not give her Abſolu- 
tion, if ſhe refuſed all Lavful ways to pre- 
ſerve her Life, praying Madam St. Rhut 
to ſend Tor ber Son; he was ſoon found, 
for he was ſo ordered, he threw himſelf at 
by Ne Miſtreſſes F eet, and ten- 
1 kiſt her Hands, which he ſaid were 
e love! 

or bis intire Submiſſion at all Hazards. 
Madam. D' Arnoux loved Life, and found a 
very ſecret way of preferving it, Heaven 
and Earth ingaging her, ſhe confented, and 
as at Aviguou, where they obey the Coun- 
cil of Trent in all Things, Conſent alone 
makes, the Marriage, there was no more 
Ceremonies oled in n this, but the Confeflors 
Swing 
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giving the Bleſſing immediately upon it, 
after having made the Lady ſign a Dona- 
tion of a certain Sum, in favour of the 
Young Gentleman, telling her, ſhe was ob- 
liged in Conſcience to Recompence a Man, 
who Sacrificed his Youth for her Service; 
and not to leave him to her Children's Diſ- 
cretion, not forgetting a Legacy to his Con- 
vent, for ſaying of Maſſes, and after all 
this was 8 he left the Young Ca- 
valier with her to accompliſh the reſt ; the 
Phyfician went with Madam St. Rhut, ho 
paid him according to Agreement, then 
ſhe went into Monſieur Arnoux s Apart- 
ment, who was Tgnorant of all that had 
paſſed in his Mothers; but Sr. Rhut after a 
little Preamble, acquainted him with the 
whole, "which put him firſt into an' Aſtoniſh- 
ment, and then into a furious Paſſion 3- -Sor- 
cereſs, Witch, cried he, get out of the 
Houſe, thou 'who haſt Poſſeſt my Father 
Sn, his Life, comeſt thou now” again. 
from bewitching my Mother, thou deſerveſt , | 
to be burnt alive, and 1 will Proſecute thee 
with all the Intereſt I have in the World. 
Make an end Sir, faid Madam St, Rhat with-. 
out being 6 53 f make an end. and 1 
will Conteg to you the greateſt of. all my 


Crimes, Which you know not yet, I Love 
you Sir and you have ever been my 
free 


Paſſion, inſpite of the Diſpropor- 
"4 > tion 
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tion of my Age, and your Indifference,. it 
is an Incligatioa which I. could not reſiſt, 
let my Reaſon perſwade whatever it could, 
on that Subject, this was the only Reaſon 
which ty'd me to your Family, your, Fa- 
ther eſteemed me, and I only Lig the 
Power I had with him to do | 
Offices; this Sir you know, but F all thoſe 
J have ever done for you, there is none ſo 
much merits your Thanks as this which 
has occaſioned your Paſlion, You are not. 
1 that your Mother brought a great 
Fortune into your Family, nor that your 
Father lelt her Miſtriſs of his Eft ates. you 
now the Weakneſs ſhe has for Her 
hyſician hired by certain People, has per- 
ſwaded her to Marry, and the had made. a. 
Choice , which would have ruined you, 
bur luckily I came in before the Bargain 
Was abſolutely concluded, but not bein 
able to diſſwade her from Marrying, 7 
| however diſfivaded , her from ring he. 
Count who would ſoon have Geltored 
your Fortuge, and Sacrifced my gun Son 
ro your Intereſt, who will be perfectly what 
you will make him, he is but your Crea - 
ture nearer your Mother, to diſpole her to 
your Advantage, thus Sir, you. ſee What 
your Witch and Sorcereſs has done, and. d. 
what Recompence ſhe. receives from you: 
Saying Thus, the role. up, and left him ſur- 
| prized 
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prized and aſtoniſhed, again, at what he 
had heard, but could not perfectly tell hat 
to make of it; hut having an honeſt ſenſible 
Heart he run after her, come again, return, 
thou generous. Creature, cried he aloud 3 
No replied Madam de St. Rur, I have ſaid 
too much 80 deſire, à longer Converſations 
and leave Jour to your; PWR, 'Repentance, 
poor Monſieur D Arn‘ as 1 
he could Ry his Peace vith her haut 
whea the thought, it, time, ſug wo$,appealed,s 
Bhs: m A be the Remedy, Madam, 
recourſe to, did not operate, 

the good Od Womap, grew, worſe VV 
y, Madam d St. Rbur renewed; her-Cookr: 
e every. Day, and the Son did: no 
both Pe hen un ever e e 
her San ſhe 


fou WOT to . — 
92 5 de St. See mig | 
D Arnoux,; and 2 Cre 
with her Aer perl waded: him chat hi 
Mother deſigaed to make, Madamoiſelle Dr 
Arnoux her Heixeſs, and to Marry her tcba 
Man of great. Quality, wham ſhe netued, 
and that her Son. who ſtudied all his) In- 
tereſts had ene this Secret and truſted 
her with it, chat the beſter way to avoid. 
2 blow Was, to Nen Monſieur 
| de, Soiſſons 355 Vounger Son, Monſieur: D'i 


Aare, whom, the bear got ;lofing —_— 


"Soo! 


58 LIS T TEIA VII. | 
Inheritance had allarmed, conſented to all, 
* Soiffens married the Lady, and by his 
Brother-in-Law's Intereſt was made Captain 
. a Galley, he being Intendent of the Ma- 
be; dialen D er being no longer 
Nei to St. Nbar 's De ſhe e en let 
=. her die; and Monfieur de St. Sauveur found 
| Hlmſelf much ut his Eaſe, by the Fortune 
us left him, ſoon after Marrying for him · 
MP; Monſieur'de Rbut died foon' after, very 
eonveniently,- and tits Wife the Fa: 
mix of Monſieor Armoux ſo profitable, and 
having acquired an Abſoſute Power over 
Him, reſolved” t him to Marry her. 
Monſteur B- Aube Mus brd up with Mon- 
| feur®'Seiya5lay,' and had the misfortune to 
be hated: by 1 only, beczufe Monſicor 
| Colbert his ewe during mis Youth ufed 
often to him as an Example for 
his Son to follow; —— Wherefore Monſieur 


D Arucux, fearing ſome ch in his For- 
tune, tho Monteur 4 Sf tays's equity 
might have ſecured him, for He knew he 
dic his Duty. aer Monſieur 
Colbert died, Monſieur D' Arnoxx received 
an Order from 'Monfteur ie Heiynelay to 
come to him, lie ſhewed it to Madam Sr. 
Rhut,' whom de evugtelled i all T bings, 
ſhe told him ir was not to be diſputed, 
but he muſt wait on that Viinifter; yer 
Sir, ſaicd He, as he was never inclined ro 
*{6 | | ove 
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love you, he will make vou purchaſe his 
Favour by marrying you to one of his 
Creatures: If you refuſe, you make him 
your Enemy, and if you comply vou will 
certainly be obliged to a very bad Match; 
1 foreſee” theſe Inconveniencies, anſwered 
Monſieur D' Arnoux, but where the Re- 
medy, nothing more eaſie replied Madam 
St. Rhut, My me, and 'when Moriſiur - 
Seiynela makes = the 2 fal, tell Him 
you are already Married, hs will diferder 
nothing in your way of Uivi and ſuve 
you from a dangerous Step- ou know I 
have loved you Jong, all my Conduct has 
plainly ſhewn it, and you have not hitfterto 
joſt by my Advice, believe me, and d 
not neglect it now, ſinog it is for y 
own intereſt | give it you,, the tendergeſs 
| have for you, having never fuffered me 
to conſider mine; I will never eonſtraig 
you, you may have what Miſtreſſes you 
pleaſe, and live as your Youth inchines e. 
will diſpenſe with the Tributes which 
Marriage exacts, and you ſhall remem- 
ber you have a wife only, by not morty. 
ing another; ah Madam! ſaid Monſie 
Arnoux! tould it be poſſible to have ary 


1 


repugnante towards a Perſdn like you n. 
vou triumph over that which I ever had to 


Marriage, which was the only only Reaſon 
f have not offered yo 55. mall — 
nce 
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ſince the Death of. Monſieur St. Rhut has 
permitted me to have ſuch a View, I. 
thought Life was better paſt without ſo 
ſolemn Engagements, but now. ſer . we, 
ſhould: then be deprived of many Pleaſures, 
and I ſhall not be happy till I have given 
my ſelf, intirely to you; Too happy it you 
will pleaſe yet to receive me, and preſerve 
that tenderneſs for, me, which I have not 
merited, but which you have ſo generouſſy 
allured; me of, Let us go Madam; and au- 
thorize all that you have done for me in ad 


Church: Tho' my.Inclination draws me, (aid 
Madam Sr. Rhbyz, yet I would never go, if 
I ſaw not your Service and Advantage in it, 
| r 

muſt remember, Sir, this is the 


1 


Third Victim my r has offered to your 
Intereſt. Yes Madam, ſaid the gratefu 
Menſicur D Arnaux, I will remember all 
my+Life, what l owe you, and you ſhall 
find, the utmoſt of my Acknowledgments ; 
upon this a Prieſt was ſent. for, who mar- 

ried them without.Noiſe ; ſome. Days after 
he took Poſt to Monſieur de Seiynelay, in 
diſpair for leaving his dear Wiſe of above 
Threeſcore Years Old, Monſieur de Seiynelay 
was extreamly ſurprized at this Extravagant 
Wedding, and made no doubt but Madam 
St. Rhut was a Witch, whether, others be- 
lieved there are any ſuch or no; and Mon- 
ſieur D' Arnoux, hen he had received that 

25 a . 
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Miniflers Orders, returned to his dear Wife, 
more Amorous - than Amadis de Gaule ; and 
tho' they have lived together ſeveral Years, 
he was not altered, but plays with her, 
and carries her in his Arms with the great- 
'eſt Paſſion; what I think the moſt won- 
derſul in all Madam Sr. Rhur's Life, is the 
Secret of ereating ſo Violent and Conſtant 
a Love, at an Age wherein another would 
cauſe diſguſt; this is the Second Example 
this Age has furniſhed us with, and I much 
doubt whether the next will find a Third; 
as to the reſt, Madam Sr. Rhut has given her- 
ſelf up to Devotion, and built a Convent 
for Men near Carpentras, upon a Mountain, 
or rather à ſort of Hermitages. She has 
made other Foundations alſo, and having 
many Friends and great Credit, ſhe does 
readily much Service for a great many 
People; ſhe has ſettled her Children extra- 
ordinarily well, the Younger Brother is like 
to Inherit Monſieur” D Arnoux's' Fortune, 
whoſe Siſter he has Married, and the Eldeſt 
has reaſon to be ſatisfied with hat Old 
Madam O' Arnoux left him. The publick 
Sentiments are divided upon the Chapter of 


Madam St. Rhut, now the Preſident D Ar-. 


noux's Wife; ſome believe her a Sorcereſs, 
and others a Saint, but for my part I be- 
lieve her neither the one or the other, only 


a cunning artful Woman, alliſted by For- 
tune; 
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— 

tunẽ; Judge what you pleaſe, as to the reſt, 
22 enoug h here to be a Pariſian, to be 
ppoſed to know all Neus, and the La- 
42 0 of this Country are extreamly Cu- 
rious, they are not content with New 
Tunes, Fontanies and Falbulas, but would 
know all that paſſes at Court, or they 
would believe one had never ſeen it, but 
out of a Garret Wiodow, unleis they were 
informed of all Tntrigues. And I having 
known it ſufficiently, they have been hi- 
therto ſatisfied with me, having told them 
all I knew, but now l am ruined. I read 
one of your Letters the other Day, Writ 
to a Lady who told me ſhe had heard ſome 
Diſcourſe of the Marquiſs de Caſſe who you 
mentioned, and deſired me to tell her his 
Adventures, which have made a great Noiſe 
in the World, I told her, as it is Truth, 
that I knew nothing of them but con- 
fuſedly, but premiſed I would entreat you 
to give me his Hiſtory more particularly, 
ſhe expects it, and I wait for that Proof 
of your kindneſs. take no notice of 
mine for writing you ſo long a Letter, ha- 
ving occaſion for yours to read it. Fare- 
well, let me know what paſſes concerning 
Monſieur de Cambray, and all the trouble 
which the Biſhop of Paris will give him; by 
bis Zeal without Knowledge, for as the 
Song ſays, every Noailles is Imbecile. 
J am, 
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Segen Am indebted to you, Madam, 
3 for your Complacency, in gi- 
I Ss ving the Hiſtory of Madam 
St. Rhut, it is ſo extraordinary, 
Annes that had I received it from any 
but you, I ſhould have taken it for a Ro- 
mance. I find that Woman has much agree- 
ment with the Hereſie of our Time; but it 
may be dangerous to carry on the Compa-· 
riſon, there being ſome People of whom. it 
is ſo, to ſpeak too much. It ſhall not be 
my fault if you give not the Content you 
deſire to your Ladies, I will begin to ſatis-. 
fie them on Monſieur de Laſſe s Subject, you 
have ſeen him, God knows he is handſome, 
and has many Accompliſhments: He left 
his Province early, to ſhew himlelf at Paris, 
| Where he lived high and in Grandeur, by. 
which he much diſordered his Affairs; he 
was ambitious, and believing the Proteſtant 
j Tk er ns 
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Religion, which he profeſſed, might prove 
an Obſtacle to his Fortune, he turned Ca- 


tholick to become in the Faſhion. IT his 
Change made him many Friends, being in 


the faireſt way poſſible, when Love ſtop 0 


his Progreſs; it was a Laundreſs, called 
Mary Anne, which made this ſtrange Con- 
queſt. This Maid had a wonderful Merit 


of Beauty, Wit, and a generous Heart; in 


fine, nothing was wanting but Birth and 
Fortune, to make her a moſt accompliſh'd 
Perſon. The old Duke of Lorraine would 
have married her, but ſhe refuſed to riſe to 
ſo high a Rank, not thinking her ſelf worthy, 
nor believing her felf capable 'to ſupport it ; 

every Body admired her Prudence and Mo- 
deſty, Monſieur. de Laſſe, who loved her 


even to madnefs, treated with her a Pro- 


poſal of Marriage, and was extreamly ſur- 
prized, when the modeſtly refuſed him, be- 
ing too wiſe for any Thought to poſſeſs her 
2 other Means, wherefore Monſieur de 

was involved in the greateſt Perplexi- 
1 What, Madam, ſaid he, one Day to 
her, will you not except me, is it my Per- 
ſon that diſpleaſes you, or is it my For- 


tune cannot ſatisſie you? Neither Matters of 
State nor Politicks are concerned, I am a 
Gentleman but not a Prince, and beſides that 
your Merit repairs the want of Birth, that 


of A Woman is not 2*— neceſſary, 
ſince 
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ſince there are Dukes and Peers, nay Mere] 
chants of France, who have married thoſe 
of no better a Family than you, and who) 

molt certainly wanted your Deſert: Alter all, 
Jam my own Maſter, and have Riches! 
enough to ſupply what-Fortune has refuſed: 
you, what Reaſon have you then to make me 
deſpair, or what muſt Ido to pleaſe you 2 All 
— faid Mary Anne, is done; Sir, you do 
pleaſe me, I eſteem yon, and ſhould think: 
my ſelf the happieſt Creature in the World: 
with you; but I will not purchaſe my Feli- 
city at the Expence of yours: I refuſed the 
Duke of Lorrain, from whom I had not 
thoſe Conſiderations due to his Di gnity, 
would you have me ſhew leſs — to- 
wards you, and overthrow his Fortune; who, 
if I may ſo ſay, is the moſt dear to me? No, 
Sir, Iam not fit for you, your Paſſion makes 
you think all Things eaſy, but mine does 
not blind me; your Family is Noble, but it 
is neceſſary you ſhould ſeek a good Alli- 
ance to ſupport it; and mine — neither 
bring you Friends nor Fortune, and you can 
reckon upon nothing but a Repentance, which 
would bring me to Diſpair, to which I will 
not expoſe you. I only ask you ſome Part 
in your Eſteem, and will try to merit it by 
not abuſing the Goodneſs you have for me; 
after the Confeſſion I have made, you ſee 1 
have reaſon to 3 my Heart, ſo, * 
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beſeech you to be: generous in your turn, 
and endeavour no more to ſee me. Mon- 
ſteur de Laſie might ſay what he would, 
but could get no more from her; and tho 
he was in deſpair for the Reſolution of Ma- 
1 Anne, he could not but have an Admira- 
tion for her: She carefully avoided all 
Occaſions of ſeeing him, and to be the leſs 
expoſed, ſhe retired into a Convent. Aſter 
three Months, having not ſeen her, Mon- 
ſteur de Laſſẽ received a Billet from her, by 
which ſhe deſired him to come to her im- 
mediately about a preſſing Affair; he loſt 
not a Moment, but came to the Grate of 
the Convent, with all the Eagerneſs of a 
paſſionate Lover, and the Hopes of finding 
his Miſtreſs in ſuch Sentiments as he wiſh'd 
her inſpired! with, but hers were much more 
diſintereſted; as ſoon as he came, ſhe asked 
him if he loved her ſtill, and as he made 
her the moſt paſſionate Aſſeverations, ſhe 
broke off his Tranſports, and told him, it 
muſt be by Actions and not Words ſhe 
doould be perſwaded of it; and as he was offer - 
ing the moſt dangerous Proſfers for her Ser- 
vice, ſhe exacted his Compliance to mar- 
ry a Lady extreamly rich, which ſhe, with 
the Aſſiſtance of ſome of the Religious 
Women had prepared for him; Monſicur de 
Laſſ rejected the Propoſal; Love combat- 
ing latereſt in his Heart, but Mary: _ 
9 1 | u 
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uſed ſo well the Power ſhe had over him, 
that the Marriage was accompliſh d as ſhe 
had projected it; and the Marquiſs carried 
his Wife to his Eſtate, and ſettled his Af- 
fairs with the large Fortune ſhe brought 


him. Mary Anne continued in her Retire- 


ment, and deſired the Marquiſs to interrupt 
it no more; a whole Year paſt without his 
daring to break the Obligation ſhe-laid- upon 
him not to write to her, when Madam de 
Laſſe died. The Marquiſsalſo had no other 
Conlideration for her, but ſuch as a prudent 
Man is obliged to in ſuch a Marriage, and 
did not go after her to the Grave, but ſome 
Time being allowed for Decency-ſake, he 
threw his Heart and Fortune, which ſhe had 
much augmented, at Mary Anne's Feet; ſhe 
heſitated for a Time, bat at laſt the Inclina- 
tion ſhe had for Monſieur de Laſſe carried it. 
From her he enjoyed all the Fortune he had) 
with his firſt Wife, ſo that ſhe need not 
make a Scruple for bringing him none, nor 
fear he ſhould want one, but ſhe had other 
Niceties, and when he preſs d her to haſten! 
his Happineſs,” ſhe would not hinder herſelf 
from making Conditions. If 1 loved you 
leſs, ſaid ſhe to him, I ſhould only open my 
Eyes to thoſe Advantages you offer me, but, 
Sir, they are not ſufficient ; for my Felicity: 
depends on being loved by you; I would be- 
n Lam ſo ajrendyy'. and ſhould be un- 
= F 2 grateful 
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grateful if I doubted it; but who will be 
anſwerable I ſhall be fo for the future? All 
Things paſs away, and I love you with fo 
much Tenderneſs, that I cannot ſee the leaſt 
Diminution in yours without dying. See 
therefore, Sir, whether you can be content 
with a Wife, who giving herſelf wholly to 
you, will alſo have you altogether hers, and 
who can never think to preſerve you ſuch 
in the Tumult of a Court ſo Libertine as 
this; my Propoſition will fright you, but 
you muſt either reſolve to paſs your Life in 
Tranquility upon your Eſtate, or for ever 
renounce me. The amorous Marquiſs con- 
ſented to all, and was poſleſs'd of Mary Anne ; 
they went into the Country to make the 
Ecchoes repeat their Happineſs, and Mary 
Ane could not conceive a greater, nor 
would have changed it with the greateſt 
Queen in the Univerſe, but the Marquiſs 
grew weary of that Innocent Life, and 
found a way to renew an old Law Suit, 
for a Pretext to go to Paris: Mary Ame 
felt this Separation moſt ſenſibly, and had 
forebodings of ſome diſmal Accident, the 
Marquiſs endeavoured to remove, them by 
the Tenderneſs of his parting, but was very 
glad to return to Court. As ſoon as he arri- 
ved at Paris, he thought leſs of the Law 
than his Pleafures, at firſt he writ very re- 
gularly, but ſoon after left it off; Mary 
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Anne complain'd of it tenderly, and in her 
Melancholy, ſhe ſent theſe Verſes to him. 
I love you Thirſis, I avow, in all, 
But you love not there lies my dreadful Fal; 
Muſt then your Paſſion every Day decline, _ 
When you have had the certain t Proof of mine ? 
What can inſpire you with a Thought ſa baſe? 
Would I had Phæbus or Irigbt Daphnes Face. 
Baniſh'd from you, my mournful Life I hate, 
What ſerves my Rank, my Fortune, or my State; 
Tou write no more, it is 4 dreadful Son, 
No more return, my Death is your defign : _ 
Abſence, the worſt of Ills, you make me prove, 
Dar'/t thou Ungrateful ſay again, I love, _ 
Believe him not, let all this underſtand, _ 
This with a broken Heart I write, and with 
(a trembling Hand. 


The Marquiſs was neither moved with the 
Verſe or Proſe of his Wife, who from the 
Report of his diſorderly Life in Paris ſhe 
was ſo afflicted with it, that though ſhe had 
both feared it and foreſeen it, yet. ſhe laid 
to Heart, and died for Love of the moſt un- 
grateful Man upon the Earth, Who received 
this News when he leaſt expected it, and 
the remorſe it caus d him for the Death of 
ſo Virtuous a Wife, awaked all the fleep- 
ing Paſſion he had for ber formerly, which 


reduced him to Deſpair. He would have ſhut 
| e F 3 | himſelf 
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himſelf in the Monaſtery of Ia Trape, but as 
violent Paſſions are never laſting, he com- 
forted himſelf, and appeared every Day more 
ſhining . at Court, where he married the 
Prince's natural Daughter; her Mother is 
not known; the World ſays ſhe was the 
Countels de Mare the Marſhal de Graurey s 
Daughter, but I refer you to the Count de 
Buſſy for his Geneology, uho has written 
the Amours of the Prince and Madam de 
Maie: This, Madam, is all I know, and it 
is this Brotherhood, tho by the left Hand, 
which hath introduced the Marquiſs into all 
the Duke's Pleaſures, and his Wife, the 
Dutcheſs de Maine, ſuſpects he procures him 
ſome which are not ro her Advantage or Li- 
king. Our —— is purſuing his, being joined 
ro the Biſhop of Meaux, to ſecond the Re- 
venge of Madam Maintenon, and writes a- 
gainſt the Archbiſhop of Cambray, whom 
they have accuſed of a new Tranſgreſſion, 
in a Book, called, 7Telemachus, in which they 
charge him with refiecting upon the Go- 
verament; this Book is prohibited, which 
makes it ſelf the better, for every one will 
have it, and nothing can be finer written; it is 
an Imitation of Homer's Odyſſes, which are 
the Theams he gave the Duke of Bur» 
gundy, colleted into a Volume, in which 
e gives the Idea of a gentle Government, 
ſo that Prince who is born to reign, _ 
x | 11 
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this preſent not ſeeming ſuch they ſay 
this. Prelate has tacitly ſatyrized upon it, 
but they would have done better to * 
by thoſe Councils he makes Meuter ( as is 
indeed the Goddeſs Minerva under his Name) 
give to the Son af Ces; the Book is ad- 
mirably written, and I doubt not you will 
ſoon ſee it; you will find the uſeful and the 
delightful at the ſame time, if you have 
ſeen it already, it will give you all the Sa- 
tisfaction imaginable. Adieu. If you pleaſe, 
et us continue our Correſpondence, 1. make 
you no Compliment to excuſe my ſbng Let- 
ter which the Hiſtory of MonſieuÞ? 4 Lale 
has * filled. 
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55 2588 Am very much obliged to you, 
5 1 5 = Madam, for the Story of Mon- 
381 ſieur de Laſſe, our Ladies have 
2 27 read it with great Pleaſure; we 
38 lament the Fortune of the 
lovely Mary Anne, and as much blame the 
Marguils ; but for News, Madam D'Urbax 
I returned; ſhe went firſt to Baynols, to a 
Relation of her Husbands, the ſame who 
refusd to carry the Letter to Paris, for pro- 
curing an Order to ſhut her up in a Con- 
vent; this Kin an received her in his Houſe, 
and nothin "was ſaid of the Paſs, he giving 
the Examp E the reſt have made no ſcruple 
to ſee nch; her Husband loyes her till, 
and being anthoriz d by his Families Exam- 
ple alſo, he went to her at Baynolt, and has 
brought her home with him. Madam D'Urban 
having given her Husband good Reaſons for 
her x ourney, Or at tral he has received _ 

or 
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for ſuch, ſo that they are in the beſt Intel- 
ligence imaginable, Scandal does not come 
near them, and whether it is on Monſieur 
D' Urbans Conſideration, or a ſcruple of Con- 
ſcience, every one is in a profound Silence, 
and the Rhone ſeems become the River Lecbe. 
I was the other Day in the Commander Mal- 
dachinis Garden, which. is like Polemon's 
Houſe, mentioned in Caſſandra, a real Thea · 
tre, where every Day ſome .new- Scene is 
acted; I was with good Company. when we 
ſaw a handſome Gentleman come in, who 
ſought Madam DUrbas in every Corner of 
the Garden, whom as ſoon as he found, he 
took her about the Neck, and tenderly em- 
braced her, Monſieur D Urban being by; 
they were not much ſuſpected, we ſuppo- 
ſing it muſt be ſome near Relation, and fo 
he was, he being her Father; I was never 
more ſurprized, than when 1 learnt it. I 
| was fo prejudiced againſt him, my Imagi- 
nation having given me a horrid Idea of 
him; I fancied him with deformed terrible 
Eyes and a furious Mien, it having been 
long ſince I heard of him I thought him de- 
crepid, but was aſtoniſn'd to ſee a Man who 
ſeemed not forty Years old, though I be- 
lieve he is more than fifty, but look d like an 
Angel with the ſweeteſt Phyſiognomy can be 
ſeen, but for all that I had a ſecret Abhor- 
rence of him, when I thought of his Wife's 
850 deplo- 
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deplorable Death. There was a little flat 
Nos d Man with him, who was nothing fo 
handſome, nor had ſo good a Mien. Mon- 
ſieur and Madam D'Urbasx ſhew'd them many 
Civilities, and carried them home; we all 
went to ours; and that Night nothing 
was talk d of at Avignon, but the Arrival of 
the Marquiſs 4e Ganges and his Brothers; for 
the little Man I ſaw was the Count de Gan. 
ges, Colonel of the Regiment of Dragoons 
of Langucdoc, Husband to tlie fair Gedan- 
dan, Cardinal dc Bonis Miſtreſs, with whom 
he had newly fallen out, and to him it was, 
the King gave the Confifcation of Mon- 
ſieur de Ganges Fortune, and he had the 
Generoſity to reſtore it to his Son as ſoon as 
he came of Age to enjoy it. The young 
Marquiſs, whom you know married a Lady 
of Quality, rich and beautiful, whom he 
carried to Ganges, where he left her to go to 
his Regiment and do his Duty; Monſieur de 
Ganges, the Father, was then in the Caſtle, 
Where lie was tollerated, there being no 
more Talk of old Matters, and there was 
no Body concerned enough to be his Ene- 
my, or oblige him to keep his Baniſnment: 
At firſt he kept himſelf eoncealed, but after 
a while he found the Secret to pleaſe Mon- 
ſieur de Bavil, by forcing his Vaſſals to go to 
Maſs; this Intendant writ to him often up- 
on that Scene, and made him to Mont- 
= pelier 
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pelier to conſult with him: This Protection 
cauſed him'to hide himfelf no more; his 
Son recommended his Wife to him paſſio- 
nately, and left her under his Care, hut 
ſhe being a new Catholick, and he writing 
to ſignalize his Zeal, he took a Maid from 
her whom ſhe loved very much, and had 
been long with her: The young Marquils 
diſſembled her Sorrows, though ſhe often 
received many of the ſame kind; "the was 
alone in the Caſtle with this terrible Father- 
in-law, to whom all obeyed in it; ſhe could 
not ſit at Table with him in the ſame Apart- 
ment all alone, - where her Mother:in-law 
came to fo tragical and End, without fearing 
her oun; but ſhe had much more to'appre- 
hend, when'ſhe found in the fame Father- in- 
law a paſſionate Lover, the grew exceedingly 
perplex d what Conduct ſhe ſhould uſe, both 
her Duty and Inclination forbid her to flatter 
ſo criminal a Paſſion, but it was dangerous to 
provoke him, whoſe Deſires produced ſuch 
terrible Conſequences, of which ſuch dreadful 
Examples had been ſeen; The young Marquils 
knew not which way to withdraw from ſo dan- 
gerous a Step: If ſhe pretended ſome Journey, 
the Pretence of her Religion was ſufficient for 
her Father-in-law to prevent her going; ſhe 
knew not who to confide in, but ſuſpected 
every one in the Caſtle. The Baron de 
_ Moijac her Father, was but a new Catho- 

0 lick 
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lick as ſhe was, and had ſuffered much for 
his Religion, wherefore if ſhe writ to him, 
ſhe believed her Father-in-law would open 
her Letters, and make it a Merit with the 
Intendant, who would rather praiſe him 
than blame him for it; for every thing is 
permitted when the Prorogation .of the 
Faith is concerned : There remained but one 
Remedy to all the Ills the Marquiſs endured ; 
and from that ſhe could expect but a ſlow 
Relief, but ſhe had recourſe to it, which 
was to write to her Husband. He was an 
old Catholick, therefore · there was no Pre- 
tence to open his Letters. The Marquiſs 
received that which his Wife ſent him upon 
this Subject, and trembled to think of the 
Danger ſhe was expoſed to, liſtening only 
to his firſt Motions; he took Poſt to Paris 
and threw himſelf at the King's Feet, to be- 
ſeech him he would be pleaſed to oblige his 
Father to return into his Exile, promiſing 
the King to furniſh him with all things ne- 
ceſſary to what place ſoever he would re- 
tire: He was ſurprized when he heard Mon- 
ſieur de Ganges had broke his Baniſnment, 
and ordered if he was found in the Kingdom 
his Proceſs ſhould be made anew: His Sons 
Action was ill interpreted, by. thoſe who 
knew not his Reaſons ; and the King blamed 
him himſelf. I cannot excuſe him, though Iam 
concerned for his Occaſion ; but the n 
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de Ganges being at Court, learn'd what paſs d 
againſt his Brother, and rid Poſt to take 
him out of the Caſtle, and conduct him to 

Avignon, where he was juſt arrived when we 
ſaw him come into the Garden of the Com- 
mander Maldachini, Madam D'Urban did 
all ſhe could to engage her Father to ſtay 
at Avignon, but it did not agree with the pre- 
ſent Situation of his Circumſtances ;' he 
choſe to go to LU ſe, a little charming Ci- 
ty near the Fountain of Vaucluſe. The 
Count de Ganges his Brother, whom the 
Quarrel with his Wife had made melancho- 
ly, accompanied him in his Retirement. 
There was leſs notice taken of their Depar- 
ture, than of the Arrival of Monſieur 
Phillipeaux, Son to Monſieur Pontchartrain 
Comprtroller-General of the Finances, and 
conſequently” the Son of Fortune alſo, 
though he is neither handſome nor genteel, 
et all our Ladies were in Arms to make a 

Conqueſt of him, and all the Gentlemen 
to make their Court. The Marquiſs des 
Efards, who though rich, and without 
Children, has ſtill ſome Ideas of Fortune 
in his Head, and followed this little Cods- 
head in the Journey he is making ; there 
happened to him near Mont pelier a very 
ridiculous Adventure, but not very divert- 
ing for himſelf. Monſieur Phil;peaux go- 
ing to viſit the Port de Cerre, Monſieur 
de Baville 
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de Baville bearing him Company, with 

the Courtier des Effards, they took a Cha- 
loop to paſs the Water which joins to the 
Mediterane an, but the Wind being con- 
trary, they happened to be longer than 
they expected in the Paſſage; they comfort - 
ed themſelves, having dined plentifully be- 
fore they embark d, through the Care of 
Monſieur de Baville, but the poor Mar- 
quiſs, who is a hearty Feeder, had an extra- 
ordinary Occaſion. for a Cloſe ſtool, after 
his Digeſtion, being ——_— hard put to 
it in the Chaloop, which wa but very lit - 
tle, and without any ſpare Hole to eaſe him, 
he did all he could with his retentive Fa- 
culty, there being no poſſibility of landing. 
he changed Colour, and redned ſeveral 
times, and was obſerved in moſt dreadful 
Conterſions; they rubb'd him with Hunga- 
ry- water, but all ſigniſied nothing, till at laſt 
he fainted, upon which they perceived cer 
tain exhalations from the Cauſe of his Ill- 
neſs. Monſieur Phil:peaux blamed him for 
not communicating his Neceſſities; and to 
remedy further Danger permitted him to 
put his Backſide into the Air over the 
Side of the Boat: Des Efſards quickly took 
advantage of that Permiſſion, which Na- 
ture had not the Civility to ſtay for; as 


this Scene happened in publick, his Drawers 
500 were 
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were ſeen in very great diſorder, and he 
had the Mortification to hear. all the Com- 
pany, laugh out at his expence; but Mon- 
ſieur Philipeaux's Mirth did not laſt long, 
for approaching the Gallies at Ce#ree the 
breaking of a Machine ſtruck an Eye 
out- of Nis Head, but luckily it was a fale 
one, but had he turned the other Side, he 

might have been ſent to the Hoſpital: of 
three Hundred blind in Paris. His Valet de 
Chambre immediately took, another out of 
a Portmanteau and put it in the Place, and 
in a Moment it was not miſs d; it is there- 
fore good to have a Proviſion, as. 4s E 
ſards would have been very glad to have 
of Drawers, but there was no Remedy ex- 
cept Patience till he came to Montpellier, 
where he changed all and came to the 
Count de Broglias, who made a Magniſi- 
cent Treat for Monſieur Philipeaux. This 
Count commands the Troops in Languedoc, 
and is Brother - in- la / to Monſieur Baville, 
Intendant to that Province; he has found 

a Secret by taking ſome Proteſtant Preachers, 
— the Court his Brothers Peſence is 
neceſſary in that Country, by which Means 
giving him an Opportunity to ſettle, a nu- 
merous Family, and raiſe. abundance of 
Money there. The Intendant does not for- 
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his Coſſers; they ſay he has not leſs Co- 
vetouſneſs for Money, than Avidity for 
the Proteſtants Blood, and that he ſheds 
the one to attain the other. The Coun- 
teſs de Ganges was at Monſieur de Brog- 
lios Entertainment, though there is no 
great Friendſhip between them. She ſeem'd 
melancholy, as tis ſaid, for the Abſence 
of her Husband, who conſumes his Days 
in Grief in thar Country. They ſay ſhe is ve- 
ry lovely, tho ſhe is no longer Young. I think 
to goto Montpelier, where | have a great De- 
| fire to ſee that Lady, and her Cardinal, whom 
they ſay is yet very handſom; I have 
heard much Talk of their Intrigues, and 
when I know the Particulars, you ſhall be 
acquainted with them, ſince my News is 
agreeable ro you, and if you pleaſe fend 
me yours. I am' ask'd here every Day a 
hundred Queſtions about Madam Mainte- 
non, as who ſhe is? From whence ſhe comes? 
Who are related to her > Sc. I confeſs I 
dont know, but I dare not own it for 
my Honour; I know ſhe is a Seamans 
Widow, and thats all, but I never was 
curious to know her Genealogy, except 
her Brother, who every Body knows: I al- 
ways look d on her as on Melchifedeck. 
Help me out in this Affair, by telling me 
what you know, and pray inform your 


felf of what you know not, and E 1 
a 


LETTER IX. 81 


all, be ſure to get good Memorandums ; for 
it is eſſential in Things of Fact, to be juſt, 
above all in this Country, . where they 
give more Attention to ſuch kind of 
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Madam, when you deſire me to 
LOO give you the Hiſtory of Madam 

de Maintenon; no hody hitherto 
has dared attempt it, and it is a bold Un- 
dertaking in many reſpects; but time will 
come, when the beſt Pens will be imploy d 
on that Subject; beſides, I have told you 
already, it 1s dangerous to talk of ſome 
People; yet all theſe Conſiderations don't 
hinder me, but relying upon your Diſtre- 
tion, I give you the Proof of my Confi- 


dence in you, and will acquaint you with 


all I know of Madam de Maintenon. 
Her Name was Frances D' Aubigny, ſhe 
is a Gentlewoman, and Monſieur D Au- 
bigny, her Grandfather was a Gentleman of 
Merit and Conſideration; he was 2 Prote- 
ſtant, and is buried in St. Peter's-Church in 
Geneva; t the Father of our ir Heroine, was Son 
to 
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to that Illuſtrious D Auligay : In his early 
Youth he had the Misfortue to fall into the 
Hands of the Magiſtrate, 1 know not for 
what Cauſe, but he had run the hazard of 
his Life, if the Keeper's Daughter, touch d 
with his Merit and Misfortune, had not re- 
ſolved to give him his Liberty; the was ex- 
ceeding lovely and very generous. Mon- 
fieur D' Aubigny who ſaw her honeſt Heart, 
and the Neceſſity he was under to gain her 
Eſteem, took great Care to oblige her, and 
ſucceeded in it; when he thought he might 
depend upon her Tendernefs, he offered 
her a Life which could not be preſerved but 
by her Means, vowing to her, that the 
Hopes of paſſing it with her, made him 
wiſh it; ſhe melted by ſo obliging a Diſ- 
courſe, and the Vows he made her, did the 
ſame to him, promiſing to eſcape out of 
the Priſon with him, and follow him to the 
Antipodes, if it were needful, provided he 
would marry her the firſt Opportunity 
thus being agreed on the Matter, they 
thought ot nothing but their Liberty; Mon- 
ſieur D' Aubigney reffer d himſelf to his Mi- 
ſtreſs's Care, who took her Meaſures ſo juſt, 
that in few Days ſhe warn'd him to be rea- 
dy the next Night, which ſhe choſe for its 
obſcurity, to favour their Deſign, and af 
ter having made her Love grope very ſoft- 
ly through divers Places where Love was 
| 12 5 G 2 their 
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their Guide, ſhe led him to a Street where 
a truſty Perſon and Horſes waited for them, 
who conducted them with Care and Dili- 
gence to a Place of Safety, where Monſieur 
O Aubigney who had all the Principles of an 
honeſt Man fulfilled the Promiſe he had 
made to his Miſtreſs, and married her pub- 
lickly. Their Flight made a great Noiſe 
in the Place they eſcaped from, but. though 
they were purſued, that failing, the Clamour 
ceas d. Monſieur D' Aabigzey, and his young 
Wife, enjoyed all the ſweetneſs of Liberty 
in their Retirement; ſhe had taken all with 
her ſhe could carry; they made Money of 
every Thing, and while it laſted were the 
happieſt Creatures in the World, but this 
Fund not being conſiderable enough to laſt, 
it was ſoon drained, not being able to live 
of mere Kindneſs, Monſieur D Aubiguy fell 
into a Danger as great as that he had eſ- 
caped, for he was ready to die of Hunger; 
all 1 his Grief was to ſee his dear Wite expo- 
ſed to it alſo, and a little Creature who 
was the Fruit of their Love to looſe the 
Light before it had well ſeen it. In this 
ſevere Extremity, he undertook a dange- 
rous Deſign, and hazarding none but him- 
ſelt, executed it without conſulting his Wife, 
he returned to France, hoping to tind Means 
to get ſome of his Effects for his Subſiſt- 
ance, thinking when he had an . 
* um 
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Sum to return again to her and that as 
they thought no more of him in ts Coun- 
try, by the means of ſome Friend, he might 
be concealed there ſome time; but all this 
ſucceeded very ill, for he fell into b 
Hands, which delivered him. into thoſe o 
Juſtices he had not taken leave of his Wife 
who knew nothing of his Deſign, - but by 
a Letter from his firſt Nights Lodging; the 
News made her tremble for the Life of a 
Husband ſo dear to her; in theſe rent 
Inquietudes ſhe learnt the Misfortune which 
ſhe had ſo much Reaſon to fear, and which 
was ſent her of het Husband's being/in Pri- 
ſon, if it were true, it was poſſible to die of 
Grief, Madam D' Aubiguy had done it that 
Moment; but ſhe armed her ſelf with 
Conſtancy, and not being able to com- 
fort herſelf that ſhe could deliver him a ſe- 
cond Time out of Priſon, ſhe reſolved to 
ſhare it with him; whatſoever might be al 
ledged for her being pretty far gone with 
Child, ſhe — nothing, but made 
haſt to become a Priſoner with him; there 
it was ſhe was brought to Bed of this ſa- 
-mous Daughter, who is the Wonder of the 
Age, Montieur D Aubiguys Relations being 
diſoontented both with his Conduct and his 
Marriage had abandoned him, and Madam 
de Villette his Siſter, was ſhe only that 


came co ſee him, ſhe was ſo touch 'd with 
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the Condition ſne found him in, (wanting 
all Neceſſaries) and above all, that which 
was moſt ſad, a poor little Infant ' covered 
with miſerable Rags, and expoſed to the 
Horrors of ſtarving,” which by its:languiſh- 
ing Cry, would have melted the hardeſt 
Heart. Miſery and Sorrow had quite dried 
up Madam D Aubigny's' Milk, who having 
nothing elſe to give her Daughter, expected 
every Moment to ſte it die in her Arms. 
Madam de Villette had alſo a little Daugh- 
ter, who was ſince Madam de St. Hermine, 
and her Nurſe having a great deal of Milk 
ſhe took the little D' Auliguy home, and her 
Daughter's Nurſe ſackled both. She fent 
her Brother Linnen for himſelf and Wife, 
and ſometime after, Monſieur D' Aubigny 
found means by changing his Religion, to 
get out of Priſon, but was obliged to leave 
He Kingdom, reſolving never to ſet his 
Foot in it more, therefore tried to raiſe a 
Sum for ſo Tong'a Voyage, and to embark 
Himſelf with his Family for America, where 
he lived in quiet with his Wife, their great- 
eſt Care being the Education of their Chil- 
dren. They fucceeded beſt in their Daugh- 
ter, who is certainly a Prodigy of Wit ; the 
Son who is now called the Count D' Aabig- 
»y does not want it, but we may truly ſay, 
the Merit is fallen to the Diſtaff of this Fa- 
mily. Monſieur and Madam O Aubigny died 
"A 
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in their Exile, and left their Children 
but young, the Daughter being the eldeſt, 
was already a Woman grown, encouraged 
with the deſire to ſee her Country, a na- 
tural Inſtinct to all Creatures, and hopin | 
to recover ſomething, of her Father's — 
tune, ſhe ſought means, of returning df 
France, and finding a a Veſſel ready, — 
that Voyage, ſhe embark d in it, — land- 
ed at Roc bille, from whence ſhe took the 
Road to Potetau, to find her Aunt, Ma- 
dam de Villette, to whom. ſhe knew the 
od her Life; who after having informed 
her there was no hopes of recovering her 
Father's Fortune which was diſſipated and 
conſumed by the Law, ſhe acquainted her 
ſhe might ſtay with her, and fhould never 
want Bread; Madam Aubigny excepted her 
Aunts Offer, and endeavoured. to be ſervi- 

ceable to a Perſon ſhe could not be without; 
above all ſhe ſtrived to gain the Love 
of her Couſin, whoſe Milk ſhe had ſuck d, 
and to pleaſe her ſhe ſhew'd a great Iocli- 
nation to underſtand the Religion of her 
Family, deſiring to ſee their Miniſters, and 
to hear their Sermons, in a little time, 


teſtant Doctrines, there is no doubt but ſhe 
had embraced that Religion, if ſome of her 
Father's Relations who were Catholicks, and 
who had forſaken him in his Troubles, had 
@ 4-4; * not 


ſeeming to be much ſatisſied with the pro- 
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not thought to make their Court, by inform- 
ing the higher Powers with the Danger of the 
Salvation, Madam D' Aubignon was expos'd 
to, deſiring an Order to place her among the 
Catholicks. This Advice was very well re- 
ceived at Court, Madam D' Aubigny was 
commanded to be taken from Madam de Vil- 
liette, and delivered to her zealous, officious 
Relations: This Order was executed, ſhe 
being violently torn from the Arms of Ma- 
dam de Villette her Aunt, who only had 
taken any Care of her, ſhe wept much at 
parting, and proteſted to her Couſin, who 
was then married to Monſieur de St. Her- 
mine, that ſhe would ever preſerve the fa- 
vourable Opinion ſhe had of their Religion, 
with the Memory of all their Kindneſs, and 
would ſhow it when Time and Place offer- 
ed. Her Aunt and Couſin, who never 
thoughr of offering any Violence to her 
Inclinations, though they were accus'd of 
it, embrac'd her tenderly, without infiſting 
upon that Article; ſne was carried to a 
Relations who had a Law Snit at Paris, 
and being obliged to go thither, ſhe took 
her with her, believing both her Wit and 
charming Perſon might become ſerviceable 
to her in her Sollicitations. This Lady 
took a Chamber ready furniſh'd in the ſame 
Houſe where the famous Scarron was lodg'd, 
and an Acquaintance with him, deſiring 
him one Day when ſhe went abroad alone, 
Fq 


Lirr ür X. 89 
to permit Madamoiſelle D- Aubigny to ſtay 
in his Apartment, looking upon it as an 
Advantage, by which her Couſin might ra- 
ther gain than loſe : All know that Searron 
had nothing perfect but his Wit, and that 
he was miſcrably deformed, wry Neck'd, and 
ſo infirm, that he called himſelf the 
Sick- man or Patient, which Title was — 
to him five hundred Crowns a Vear penſion; ; 
ſo that a Lady's Virtue was in no danger 
with him; he was charmed with the Wit 
of Madamoiſelle D ' Aubigny, who her Rela- 
tion took with her when ſhe went to foll 
cite the Judges; but when ſhe faw only her 
Counſellors and Actings, ſhe left her with 
Scarron, and took a Chair, he having often 
opportunity to ſee Madamoiſelle D' Aubig- 
, diſcovered new Charms every Day: He 
was ſo moved with thoſe Misfortunes which 
had perſecuted her, even before ſhe came 
into the World, her manner of telling them 
being able to move Compaſſion in themoſt 
obdurate Hearts, that he reſolved to make 
her eaſy, by giving her a ſufficient Sum to 
become a Nun; but thinking further, he 
offered an Alternative, which ſhe could not 
have ſuppos d or imagin'd ; one Day when 
the left him as uſual, Madamoiſetle, ſaid he, 
I am ſenſible of all the Afflictions you have 
offered, and the Situation you are in at 
prov and for fome Days" * have 

been 
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been thinking of Means to remedy: all, and 
think at length I have found two, you ſhall 
chooſe; which of them will be moſt agree- 
able to you, or reject both, if neither be ſo; 
J with I were in a Condition to procure 
you ſuch a Fortune as you merit, but mine 
is too limited for that, and all I can offer 
is to divide it with you, or to chooſe a 
Convent, to which 1 will pay your Ad- 
miſſion; I wiſh 1 were able to do better 


* 
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conſider, Madam, and conſult your ſelf ; 
I know I am but a wretched Spark, but [ 
cannot new mould my ſelf, therefore I muſt 
give my ſelf to you ſuch as I am, and aſ- 
ſure you, even ſuch as I am, I would not 
give my ſelf to another; for I mult eſteem 
you wonderfully, ſince you have been able 
to inſpire me with the deſire of marrying, 
which is aſſuredly the Thing in the World 
I have leaſt thought of. Confider then, Ma- 
dam, and determine with your ſelf, either 
to remain as you are without further Com- 
plaints, it being in your own Choice, to be 
a Nun, or to become my Wife. Madamoi- 
ſelle D' Aubigny thank d Monſieur Scarron as 
ſhe ought 3 ſhe found the diſagreeable Con- 
dition of being at anothers, finding too 
plainly, not to wiſh a Settlement, though 
not ſo advantagious, yet which the leaſt 
aſſured her of Bread ; wherefore no doubt, 
having no Vocation to a Monaſtick * 
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ſhe anſwered Monſieur Scarren with Heſita- 
tion, that ſhe had too many Obligations to 
him not to make that Choice Which might 
put her in à Condition to ſhew him her 
Acknowledgments by her Cate of him: 
Scarron who had formed an agreeable Idea 
of ſpending his Läfe with a Perſon he had 
ſo much Reaſon to be happy in, was abuns 
dantly ovetjeyed with her Anſwer; they 
agreed that very Evening to ask the Gon+ 
ſent of her Relation, Who gave it with alf 
her Heart, and this Marriage which ſo ſoon 
concluded, was the beginning of Madam de 
Maintenos s Fortune. She lived with this I 
luſtrious Husband: in the meſt happy man- 
ner; he had enough to maintain them, ſo 
that ſhe never wanted any thing; but as 
his Revenue was but during his Life, ſhe loſt 
all in looſing him, and found her ſelf in 
the ſame Condition ſhe was before Marri- 
age: She retired into the Hofpitalzares in the 
Palace Royal, where the Friends of her de- 
ceaſed Husband took Care: of her a there 
begun the Friend(hip ſbe made, and has pre- 
ſerved for a Religious Woman called Ma- 
dam de St. Bafille, who ſhe now goes often - 
to viſit at the Monaſtery de la Raquette, 
where ſhe is at preſent; for it muſt be ſaid 

to the praiſe of Madam de Maintenan, that 
in her great Fortune ſhe has ever remem- 
bered her old Friends, to whom ſhe has 


for- 
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formerly been obliged, as may be ſeen by 
what ſhe has done for Madam % Villette, 
and Monſieur d St. Hermine, as ſoon as 
their Change of Religion had removed the 
Obſtacle which oppoſed her Deſire to ſerve 
them, ſhe married their Daughter to 
the Count de Mailli, and gave her ſome 
Millions of Livres, and aded Monſieuf de 
SY Flermiue with Riches, Monſieur? de l. 
zene is in the higheſt Employs; and if he had 
not ſpoil'd his Fortune by a bad Marris 
he would have barried thing much further 
Young Marc? his Son, by the Alſiſtance of 
Madam Maintenon,. has married Monſieur le 
Miu Daughter, who is! à very great Hei- 
reſs; one of the Conditions was, that Ma- 
dam de Maintenos ſhould viſit the Tuline 
Bride, and ſhe went on the Key of Alercan 
to the good Man le Moines Houſe, who had 
aſſembled all his Relations for Witneſſes ot 
the Honour he had received in ſeeing her 
under. his Roof; but this ho Ae has made 
me go too far out of the Way, I muſt re- 
turn to find Madam Scarron in the Convent 
of the Palace Royal, where we left her: The 
Friends of Scarron did all they could to en- 
gage the Court to continue her Husband's 
Penſion to her, for which they preſented 
many Petitions to the King, which begun 
with, The Widow of Scarron humbly be- 


ſeeches your Majeſty, &c. but they produced 
nothing 
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nothing, and the King Vas, ſo tired with 
them, that he ery d, Shall . never hear 
nothing but the Widow Scarron: This i 
Succeſs did not diſcourage her Friends but 
ſhe came out of her Convent and ſodg d 
at the Hotell. D' 4lbret, where. they had? a - 
great Eſteem. for her Husband; and here 
happened a very remarkable Accident, whi 
is known. but to few, People, but which 1 
can aſſure you is very, true; there welg Ma- 
ſons at work in the Houſe, near the Apart; 
ment of Madam Scarroy,. one of them came 
into her Chamber, and finding two or three 
Ladies there who, were come to ſee her, he 
prayed. her to give him a private Hearing ; 
ſhe led him into a Cloſet, | where he old 
her all that ſhould happen to her, I knew 
not where he learnt T0 Skill, which the 
Event has ſo plainly juſtified.; but Mey 
Maintenon found fo little appearance of the 
Accompliſhment of his Prognoſtication, thar 
ſhe. gave not much heed to it, yet ſhe 
ſeemed. a little moved when ſhe came again 
to her Friends, who ſaid to her, ſure this 
Nan has told you ſomething very plea- 
ſing, for you ſeem more, pleaſant than be- 
fore: I think I have great Reaſon to be ſo, 
reply'd Madam Scarron, if I could rely up- 
on what he has ullured me; and what has 
he promiſed you, faid. the Ladies,. may. ve 


not know it? No, ſaid ies ſmiling, but in 
Caſe 
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caſe that happens, you would do well to 
make your Court to me before hand: The 
Curioſity of the Ladies could get no more 
ont of her, but ſhe told all the Maſon fore- 
told her, to a Friend in whom ſhe could 
confide, and from her we have known it, 
after there was no occaſion to make it 4 
Secret longer, when the Event had pub- 
lickly juſtified it: Some time after, Madam 
Scarron was adviſed to ſeek fome opportu- 
nity into the Favour of Madam Monteſpan, 
who' was the King's Miſtreſs, and had all 
Power over his Mind; ſhe was preſented to 
her, and told a Story with ſuch a Grace, that 
Madam Monteſpan was extreamly moved at 
her Condition, and reſolved to bring her 
out of it, undertaking to give her Petition 
to the King: See now the Suit of the Wi- 
dow Scarron appear again in a better man- 
ner; What, faid the King, ſmiling, the Wi- 
dow Scarron again! Shall F never ſee any 
thing elſe? Truly, Sir, anſwered Madam 
Monteſpan, it is a great while ſince you 
ought to have heard no more of it, and it 
is aſtoniſhing your Majeſty has done no- 
thing for that poor Woman, who deſer- 
ved a better Fate, both for her own Merit 
and her Husband's. The King who deſired 
nothing more than to pleaſe Madam de 
Monteſpan, granted all ſhe deſired, and Ma- 


dam Scarron coming to thank her, ſhe ny 
| uc 


ſuch a liking to her, that ſhereſolved to F, 

ſent her to the King, and ee her to 
els r Children, to which 

he cope and Madam Scarrov made fo 
ood uſe þ ker Wit, and all her other Qua- 


ed for an Anſwer, while ſhe was in deſpair; 
if nothing but Tenderneſs had been wanting, 
ſhe found enough in her Heart, but it was 
neceſſary to ſupport the Honour of her 
Stile, and ſhe could not make her Head 
obey her; at laſt ſhe deſired Madam Scarron 
to write an Anſwer, and gave her the Kings 
Billet for that Purpoſe : She modeſtly refuſed 
it, but Madam de Monteſpan would have it 
fo abſolutely: The other not daring to diſo- 
bey her, anſwered the King's Billet accord- 
ingly in the moſt tender and moſt wi 

manner: Madam de Monteſpan was charm'd 
with it, and copying it, ſent it by him bx 
x . 


94 LITT No 
caſe that happens, you would do well to 
make your Court to me before hand: The 
Curioſity of the Ladies could get no more 
ont of her, but ſhe told all the Maſon fore- 
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out of it, undertaking to give her Petition 
to the King: See now the Suit of the Wi- 
dow Scarron appear again in a better man- 
ner; What, faid the King, ſmiling, the Wi- 
dow Scarron again! Shall F never ſee any 
thing elſe? Truly, Sir, anſwered Madam 
Monteſpan, it is a great while ſince you 
ought to have heard no more of it, and it 
is aſtoniſhing your Majeſty has done no- 
thing for that poor Woman, who deſer- 
ved a better Fate, both for her own Merit 
and her Husband's. The King who deſired 
nothing more than to pleaſe Madam de 
Monteſpan, granted all ſhe defired, and Ma- 
dam Scarron coming to thank her, ſhe _ 
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ſuch a liking to her, that ſhe reſolved to pte- 
fent her to the King, and propoſed her to 
be Governeſs of their Children, to which 
he Tue and Madam Scarrov made fo 
good uſe pf her Wit, and all her other Qua- 
ities, that ſhe ſoon gain d the Heart and the 
Confidence of her Miſtreſs, that ſhe became 
her Favourite. . Madam te Monteſpan who 
had nothing hid from her, ordered her to 
| be called one Evening, telling her ſhe: was 
in a terrible Perplexity, having juſt received 
2 Billet from the King, which the muſt an- 
ſwer immediately, but that at preſent ſhe 
could not, there being certain times when 
we cannot apply our Minds, and Madam 
de Monteſpan was juſt in this Caſe; in the 
mean time, he that brought the Billet wait- 
ed for an Anſwer, while ſhe was in deſpair; 
if nothing but Tenderneſs had been wanting, 
ſhe found enough in her Heart, but it was 
neceſſary to ſupport the Honour of her 
Stile, and ſhe could not make her Head 
obey her; at laſt ſhe defired Madam Scarron 
to write an Anſwer, and gave her the Kings 
Billet for that Purpoſe : She modeſtly refuſed 
it, but Madam de Monteſpan would have it 
fo abſolutely: The other not daring to diſo- 
bey her, anſwered the King's Billet accord- 
ingly in the moſt tender and moſt witty 
manner.: Madam de Monteſpan was charm'd 
with it, and copying it, ſent it by him Nr 
— aid 
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ſtaid for it, the King was extreaml ly pleas'd 
in his Turn, to. Fach Madam de Monteſpan 
had ſur paſſed her ſelf, and attributed this 
redoubling of her Wit, to the. 1 8 
of her Paſſion: He paſs d part Fog Night 
in reading it over and over, an found a 
new Subject of Admiration in every Word, 
and every Expreſſion of an infinite Value, 
thinking himſelf the happieſt, Prince upon 
1 Earth, to inſpire his Miſtreſs with ſuch 
noble Notions. I fancy you have a mighty 
deſire to ſee this Billet; but it is impoſſible 
for me to ſatisfie it, for I never ſaw it, and 
I ſhall not perſwade my ſelf to make one, 
for I can never fill the Idea I have given 
you of it, I am much wanting of that Spi- 
rit in Stile, and could never expreſs the 


Thoughts of another, but muſt feel my ſelf 


the Things themſelves before I ſay 5 
As ſoon as the King roſe, he run to his 
Miſtreſs, upon what Herb did you walk laſt 
Night, Madam, ſaid he, coming into her 
Chamber, you writ me the fineſt Things 
imaginable, never any Body had ſo much 
Wir, and if you feel as much Paſſion as you 
can expreſs, am aſſuredly the happieſt of 
Mankind. Madam de Monteſpan Was in 
ſome Confuſion to receive thoſe Praiſes 
which are due to another, and bluſh'd to 
fee her ſelf adorned with the Phenix Fea- 
thers : The King perceived her diſorder, and 


> 
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as he is extreamly ſuſpicious he would 
know the Cauſe of it, ſhe defended herſelf 
ſome time, being abſolutely reſolved to dif- 
cover the Myſtery ; Madam de Monteſpan 
was conſtrained to tell him the whole, for 
fear he ſhould have ſupposd worſe. The 
King was ſurprized, but as he was prudent, 
he ſaid nothing whatever he thought; he 
had before obſerved the difference of Stile, 
the latter ſeeming both more eaſy, and more 
paſſionate, he reſolved to know if Madam 
Scarron had as much Wit in Converſation 
as ſhe had ſhewn in her Writing: And ſhe, 
finding the Accompliſhment of the Maſon s 
Prophecy drawing on, conceived mighty 
Hopes from the Defire the King had to ſee 
her, and though ſhe was paſt the Prime of 
her Youth, and could not flatter her ſelf 
with being beautiful, ſhe had Thoughts of 
making that illuſtrious Conqueſt, which her 
deſtiny foretold : She is of a lovely Stature, 
has a noble Air, fine Eyes, very red Lips, 
and her Eyes are ſo agreeing with her Wit, 
that whatever ſhe ſays goes directly to the 
Heart. The King's being already polleſs'd 
in her Favour, made no defence, but three 
or four Converſations drive the poor Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan out of it, who for ſome 
time was ignorant of her Misfortune, but 
afterwards fell into diſpair, when ſhe conſi- 


dered it was her ſelf had furniſh'd thoſs _ 
2” ol Arms 
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Arms which were the Occaſion of her De- 

feat. The King bought the Lands of Main- 
tenon for Madam Scarron, and none doubts 
here he has married her: Never was Favour 
ſo great-as hers, and none can make their 
Fortune but by it; never Livius s Power ſo 
great over the Mind of Auguſtus as is hers over 
that of Lewis; ſhe is ſaid to have cauſed all the 
Miſeries of the Proteſtants, and conſequent- 
ly all thoſe to which the Kingdom has been 
exposd by the late Revolutions, but for 
my own Part I don't believe it; firſt, be- 
cauſe it is the Work of the Jeſuits, and ſhe 
loves them not enough to be in their In- 
trigues ; beſides, there is not much likeli- 
hood, that having formerly had an Inclina- 
tion for that Religion, and Underſtanding 
much of it, ſhe ſhould have taken fo great 
an Averſion to thoſe who never did her any 
wrong, and who (between our ſelves) are not 
ſo black as they are repreſented, ſince our 
moſt learned Men agree, that they believe 
all that we do, and only reject ſuch Things 
as we might very well ſpare, which are not 
of Divine Inſtitution ; but I forget you are 
in a Country where the Inquiſition has Pow- 
er, and that this Letter may cauſe you 
trouble, but hope you will take care both 
for your own Intereſt and mine; as to the 
reſt, Madam de Maintenon begins to attack 
the Jeſuits, and for this Purpoſe makes = 
oy j 5 
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of the Abbots Fiberge and Briſaiur, who are 
the Superiors of Foreign Miſſions, and have 
accuſed the Jeſuits of authorizing Idolatry in 
China, and of adhering to a Worſhip which 
| thoſe People pay to a Man named Confa- 
frus, who was a Pagan, but in great Vene- 
ration in that Country : The Jeſuits defend 
themſelves with their ordinary Artifice, and 
their difference which ought to be decided 
by the Sorbonne and the Holy See, already 
makes as much noiſe as that of the Arch- 
biſhop of Cambray's with the Biſhop of Heanx, 
both riſing from the ſame Place, and the 
ſame Cauſe, Madam de Maintenon forget» 
ting neither Favours nor Affronts; the Re- 
membrance of thoſe ſhe formerly recovered 
from the Duke de Brancas, makes her pro- 
tet his Daughter, the Princeſs D'Harcourt, 
and ſuffer her Impertinencies; ſhe met with 
one in the Journey of Namar, which ought 
to have made her abſolutely forſake her, 
but when ſhe was minded of it, ſhe ſaid, I 
forgive her becauſe ſhe is a Fool; and I do 
her Service becauſe I formerly received ſome 
from her Father. The Family of Noazl/es 
is that which prevails moſt by the Fortune 
of Madam de Maintenon, and the Marriage 
of the little D'Aubigny her Neice, with the 
Count Dagain, Son of the Duke de Noailles 
will abſolutely unite their Intereſts. The 
Mareſchal is already ſo high in it, at fo 
2 2 H 2 cheap 
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cheap a rate, that Madam de Maintenon be- 
lieved ſhe ſhould obtain the ſame Honour for 
her Brother, and the King ſeemed willing 
to give her that Satisfaction; but the Count 
D' Aubigni would not run the leaſt hazard to 
enjoy it, though nothing was wanting but 


to make one Campaign, he always anſwer- 
ed, I cannot do it, I ſhould die of it. You 


ſee now, Madam de Maintenon, I received 
all this from the beſt Hands, and you may 
give it Belief. | 


I am, 


Madam, Oc. 
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g rc COU find Madam, am now: at 
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. OS Monpellier, 1 thought could ſee 
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811 nothing ſo fine as Avignon, but 
SS in ſome reſpects Monpellier is 

before it ; this City is built upon 
2 Hill, which cauſes the Grounds to be un- 
even, ſo that one cannot go 'many Steps 
on plain Ground, the Skirts are not ſo Beau- 
tiful as thoſe of Avignon ; the Streets are 
narrower, and there wants a River to bathe 


its Walls; yet for all that we meet with 


Charms, to be found no where elſe. I re- ; 


member when I took my leave of Monſieur 
upon this Journey, that Prince told me 1 
was going to the lovelieſt place in the World, 
wiſhing me Joy, and that I might continue 
ſome time there, he never having found 


any Place ſo . that after Thirty 


Years he thought of it with. Pleaſure: 
None are more beautiful than the Women, 
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cheap a rate, that Madam de Maintenon be- 
lieved ſhe ſhould obtain the ſame Honour for 
her Brother, and the King ſeemed willing 
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2 MA Ov find Madam, lam now at 
Bl y > Monpellier, 1 thought I could ſee 
8 SS nothing ſo fine as Avignon, but 


OLED: in ſome reſpects Monpellier is 


before it ; this City is built upon 
2 Hill, which cauſes the Grounds to be un- 
even, ſo that one cannot go 'many Steps 
on plain Ground, the Skirts are not ſo Beau- 
tiful as thoſe of Avignon ; the Streets are 
narrower, and there wants a River to bathe 
its Walls; yet for all that we meet with 


Charms, to be found no where elſe. I re- 


member when I took my leave of Monſieur 

upon this Journey, that Prince told me I 
was going to the lovelieſt place in the World, 
wiſhing me Joy,” and that I might continue 
ſome time there, he never having found 


any Place. ſo pleaſant ; that after Thirty 


Years he thought of it with. Pleaſure : 
None are more beautiſul than the Women, 
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the homlieſt are Charming enough to be 
Courted, judge then what the lovelieſt muſt 
be, of which there are abundance ; they 
have not the haughty Air of the Avignon 
Ladies, but one more eaſie and fine; Wit 
ſparkles in their Eyes, and in all their 
Actions, their Humour is Sociable and 
Chearful, tho they ſpeak in their own 
Jargon, it is with ſuch a Grace and natural 
Eloquence, that even Cicero muſt have 
yeilded to them; an honeſt Liberty graces 
all their Actions, and gives them new 
Charms. They are ſeen every Day in a 
Place they call the Cauourgue, with Hand- 
kerchiefs on their Heads, walking with the 
Gentlemen they like for their Friends; theſe 
Freedoms at firſt give great Hopes to 
Strangers, which they find ſoon leſs if the 
preſume to abuſe them. Yet there is no 
place in the World where Strangers are ſo 
well received as at Movpellier, as ſoon as 
they are known, they are viſited and adreſt 
with great Civility, beivg invited to all Di- 
verſions: Play is uſed here as at Avignor, 
but there they eat oftner together; Fown I 
like that Pleaſure better than others, becauſe 
we may make it laſt as long as we will; 
there are many People of Faſhion at Mon- 
pellier, and the Courts of Juſtice and Re- 
venue, with the Troops who reſide there. 
The Air is eſteemed the pureſt in the —_— 
WHIC 
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which, with the Skill of the Phy- 
ſicians, whoſe Faculty is ſo famous 4 
draws abundance of Strangers from dif- 
ferent Nations; above all, the Eugliſb, who 
almoſt all recover of a Diſtemp er they are 
ſubject to, which they call a enten n; 
this brought abundance hither during the 
Peace; the Marquis Domi, who was newly 
returned from his Exile, gave me a Letter 
for the Cardinal 4e Bonzi his Uncle, when I 
left Auvergne; he is the moſt obliging of 
Mankind, he made me acquainted with the 
Counteſs de Ganges, whoſe little Husband I 
had a ſight of in the Commander Malda- 
chini's Garden; the Amours of This Lady 
and the Cardinal have made a Noiſe in the 
World. He had a great kindneſs for her, 
but I believe now it is within the bounds 
of Efteem' and Confideration; thus you 

fee how almoſt all long Paſſions end; this 
has done great hurt to the Cardinal, and 
ruined him in the King's Mind. The Houſe 
of Bonzi, was ene of the beſt in Florence, 
but is not now upon the fame foot; the 
Cardinal's Father, had fo greatly diſordered 
his Affairs, that the Biſhop of 'Bezzores his 
Brother, who was a Favourite of Queen Mary 
ade Medicis, and very Rich, was fain to 
wane care of part of his Family, a Son and 
a Daughter; he married the Daughter to 
8 Marquis de Caſires, Governor of Mon- 
H 4 pelhier, 
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pellier, and from this Marriage, is Iſſued 
that Marquis de Caſtres whom you know, 
who Married Madamoiſelle de Yvonne, 
Niece to Madam de Monteſpan, our Mar- 
quis Donis of Avignon, and ſeveral other 
Children. The Biſhop of Bezzers deſigned 
his Nephew, who was younger than Madam 
de Caſtres, to the Church, and educated him 
for it; but by a Freak of Youth, the Abbot 
Borelli quitted his little Band, for a Feather 
in his Hat, and went to Florence to obtain 
ſome of the Riches which formerly be- 
longed to the Houſe of Bonzi, but had no 
ſucceſs in that Affair; which while he was 
proſecuting, an Aſtrologer looking him 
ſteadily in the Face, told him, he muſt 
throw away his Plume and his Sword, for 
his Fortune called him to other Things; 
for if he deſigned to be happy, he muſt 
return to the Church the Baron de Caſtelnau, 
for he had taken that Name, when-he left 
being an Abbot, was much ſurprized at the 
Aſtrologer's Speech, deſiring to know more; 
he looked in his Hand, and having better 
examined his Face, with all the Grimace 
neceſſary in ſuch Caſes, aſſured him, if he 
would take his little Band again, he ſhould 
obtain good Bepefices,.. and be a Biſhop, 
and an Arch-biſhop ; that he ſhould be Ho- 
noured with great Negotiations. to Crowned 
Heads, and when he. had red. ſore on” 
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he ſliould be a Cardinal; telling him fur- 
ther, he was likely to Ruffle his Robes, that 
he ſhould take care of himſelf in his grand 
Climaterick Near, which was threatned to 
be the laſt of his Life; the Baron would 
have his Horoſcope, tho' he gave not much 
Credit to it, yet he kept it carefully: A while 
after, his Friends perſwaded him not to 
contend with a Sovereign Prince, but try 
to gain his Favour; the Great Duke gave 
him ſome Benefices, with the Title of his 
Reſident in the Court of PFraxce; thus you 
ſee the Baron de Caſtelnau become an Abbot 
de Bonzi again; the Biſhop, his Uncle, charm- 
ed with this Metamorphoſis, ſa his re- 
turn to France with Pleaſure; aud being 
ſometime aſter made Arch · biſnop of Nar- 
bonne, he obtained the Biſhoprick of 'Beziers 
for his Nephew, the Abbot, who was after- 
wards himſelf Arch-biſhop' of Narbonne, by 
tho Death of his Uncle, and ' conſequently 
Primate of Gaule, and Preſident of the Pro- 
vince of Languedoc. During the Troubles 
of Poland, the Court ſent him thither, 
where it is ſaid he much contributed to 
raiſe Sobiersky to the Throne by his Nego- 
tiations. It was upon his return from this 
Voyage, through the Fatigue and bad 
Weather, he got a Defluction upon his Eyes, 
of which writing merrily to Madam de 
Caſtres, his Siſter, he ſays, I know not _ 
3940 ther 
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ther I ſuall ſoom be a Cardinal but I Know 


my Eyes are terribly red, upon which the 
other ſoon followed; for in his return, the 
Courier met him with his Cap, being made 
ſuch at the King of Poland's Nomination, 
whom he had fo faithfully ferved. If his 
great Genius obtained him theſe eminent 
Advantages, his good Mein gained him 
28 great ; the Queen of Poland being more 
ſenſible of this Prelate's Merit, than of the 
Kings ber Husband's Obligations to him, 
felt ſomething more than bare acknowledg- 


ment for him. Mou know that Princeſs is 


a Freuch- Woman, Daughter to the Marquis 


N Arquin, and Siſter to Madam de Bethune, 


3 they ſay ſhe has Beauty, and that this new 
Cardinal being equally favoured by Love 
and Fortune, ated an extraordinary Part in 
both. The Queen of Poland, not able to 
ſuffer his Abſence longer, about this Time 
reſolved to come to the Waters of - Bourbon, 
for an Opportunity to ſee him, after ha- 
ving made her Phyſicians preſcribe her that 
Remedy for ſome imaginary Diſtempers, 
and ordered her Equipage to be made ready; 
our Gazettes then magnifying theſe Prepa- 

rations, But the eroſſeſt Chance imaginable 

prevented all, the Pope at the ſame time 
took a fancy to Die, and the Cardinal was 
obliged: to go to Rome to aſliſt in the Con- 
clave; and the Queen's coming to por 
120 ; ing 
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being only to ſee him, ſtopped her Voyages 
the Gazettes taking care to acquaint us that 
the Winds proving contrary, {he was forced 
to diſembark. But few have known; the 
Truth of the Occaſion. After the Cardi- 
nal's return from Rome he came to Languedoc, 
and as he tenderly loved his Siſter, Madam 
de Caſtres, and was much delighted with 
there; when he was in that Countey, he 
ſaw. the Beautiful Madamoilelle de Gepaudan, 
this Lady was of Niſme, but her Siſter was 
married to a Preſident ar Monpellier, and 
to this Siſter her Friends ſent her, to Cure 
her of an Inclination- ſhe had taken at 
Home, to a Perſon they diſapproved. The 
Cardinal fell in Love with her as ſoon as 
he ſaw her, ſhe being prepoſſeſt with-ano- 
ther, and well knowing the Cardinal's Pa 
ſion could have no Lawful end, he had 
hazarded to loſe his purpoſe, if her Siſters 
Avarice had not found a way to open her 
Heart for him; Madam de Mariotte has an 
extraordinary Genius, capable of Governing 
2 Kingdom; ſhe underſtands all Languages, 
and all Sciences, and more than all this, 
ſhe perfectly knows every thing which re- 
gards her latereſt. After having di ſeourſed 
the Cardinal in Politics, the drew his Se- 
eret from him, and promiſed to ſerve him 
in it, when having negotiated this Affair 
erb af 
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as we treat of Peace, between two Crowns, 


it was concluded. The Cardinal became 


poſſeſſor of the fair One, and Madam 
Mariotte' of many large Sums he preſented 


| her with, giving her opportunity of gain- 
ing conſiderably ; diſpatching no Affair but 
by her Mediation, who did none Gratis; 
fo that ſhe' ſoon gathered Immenſe Riches : 
Madamoiſelle Gevaudan whom her Siſter 
kept in Tutellage, and who feared her 
more than Thunder, dared not enter 


into a diſcuſſion of Intereſts with her, but 


contented her ſelf with ſome little Trifles 
and - Jewels which the Cardinal preſented 
her, till more Experience opened her Eyes, 
by finding her Sifter had married a Daugh- 
ter very advantageouſly with the Preſents 
of the Cardinal; ſhe n to thiak with 
her ſelf, and obtained Rich Moveables and 
Plate, which ſhe cauſed to be marked with 
her own Name; and at laſt contrived to 
have a Houſe built for her, which the Car- 
dinal's Liberality- made Magnificent, upon 
the Ruins of the Proteſtant's Church. 
There being no Palace at Genoa or Paris, 
which is more ſo, Art having drained its 
Skill, the Riches of the Moveables anſwer- 
ing to the Magnificence of the Appartments: 
Madam de Mariotte looking upon this Houſe 
as to be one Day her own, or her Chil- 
drens, ſaw all the Expence without * 
i | | and 
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and being ſo skilful too part with a Siſter, 
who was ſo good a milch Cow to her, 
ſhe obliged — by the Aſcendant ſhe had 
over her, to Lodge with her, which the 
Cardinal alſo wilded. conſidering all the 
Pleaſures - of his Life was owing to her. 
Theſe Amours having made a terrible Noiſe, 
Madamoiſelle Gevaudan's Brother thinking 
his Honour concerned in the matter, ac- 
quainted his Father and Mother with them, 
upon which the good Folks ſent — to 
Monpellier to know the Truth; but the 
Artful Madam de Mariotte got him a Troop 
of Dragoons, and to be Town Major of 
Narbonne, without coſting him any Thing, 
and by this means made them in her In- 
tereſt. But all this did not ſtop the publick 
Talk, nor the Poet's Satyrs; one of them 
named Vitial, looſing 1000 Crowns, which 
the City allowed him for Teaching to 
Manage and Riding, only for having written 
one too true on this Subjece. 

About this time the Count de Ganges came 
to Monpellier,, to reſtore the Confiſcation 
of his Brother's Eſtate to his Nephew, who 
notwithſtanding all that was rold him of 
Ge vaudan, and all that he might obſerve 
himſelf, not only fell in Love with her, 
but offered to Marry her; Madam Mariotte 
who feared this Match, might be ſome pre- 


. to her Intereſt, ad a all ſne could to 
prevent 


t10 LITT II Kh: 
prevent it, and found no great Difficulty, 
the Lady not liking his Perſon; but it ſo 
happened, ſome time after, that they thought 
themſelves happy to accompliſn the Mar- 
riage. Monſieur de Baville, the Son of the 
Deceaſed Monſieur Lamoignon, arrived at 
Monpellier, being Intendant of the Pro- 
vince; ſeeing there a Young and Beautiful 
Lady called Madam Daudeſſas, whom he 
exceedingly liked; but as he is devout and 


not willing to deſeend from his Gravity, to 


act as a Lover, he contrived to make her 
his Wives Friend; their Neighbourhood con- 
curred to it, and Madam de Baville is a 
good Woman, who has no Will but her 
Husbands ; thus Madam Daadeſſan being 
become her inſeparable Friend, they were 
but one Family. The Husband 'who was 
but a heavy Man, ſaw nothing but what 
they would have him ſee, and the Publick 
being dazled with the Appearances of De- 
votion, and the Friendſhip of Madam de 
Baville, for her Rival had not penetrated 
the Secret of this Affair, when Madam 
Mariotte, through Envy, and deſire to have 
Companions, wiſhed to have theſe Amours 
Publiſhed, that they might be talked of as 
well as thoſe of her Siſter, in which ſhe 
knew they had given her the worſt Cha- 
_ racer. To ſucceed in this Deſigu, ſhefſent 

a Memorial to Holland, and ſometime _ 
; n the 
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the Dutch Gazette mentioned the Intrigue 
of Monſieur. de Baville, and Madam Dau- 
defſan. The cunning Intendant diſſembled 
his Anger, and tried all ways to diſcover 
who had played him this Trick, and his 
endeavours were ſo well followed, that he 
obtained the very Manuſcript, Which was 
ſent him from Holland, written with Madam 
de Mariottes Hand; is ſoon as ever he knew 
whence this blow came, he thought of no- 
thing but Revenge, which came — quick, 
that the Thunder fell on Poor Madam Ge- 
vandan, before ſhe heard any thing of it, 
and the King's Letter with it, to ſhut — 
in a Monaſtry; the Cardinal, in Diſpair, took 
Poſt to ſtop this Storm, - and threw himſelf 
at the King's Feet, begging him to ſpare 
Madamoiſelle Gevandan, and rather to load 
him with all his Diſpleaſure; but the King 
was already too much prepoſſeſt, and would 
hear nothing; wherefore the Cardinal had 
no better means than to perſwade his Mi- 
ſtreſs immediately to Marry the Count de 
Ganges, Madam de Mariotte who knew under 
what neceſſity ſhe lay, could no more oppoſe 
it, and the Count was too much in Love 
not to accept it at the firſt propoſal was 
made him. Thus Madamqaiſelle de Ge vaudan 
became Counteſs de Ganges, and was cover- 
ed from the laſults obs her Enemies under 
the Cloak of Marriage; which may be called 


the 
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the Cloak of Charity, ſinee it often covers 
a multitude of Sins. This Match was to 
the Counts great damage, one would have 
thought his Wives Riches had been the 
Temptation, if the Reſtitution he made his 
Nephew had not ſhewn his diſintereſted 
Temper.s Madam de Gevaudan was thought 
very bold to venture into a Family, where 
on a {imple Suſpicion, others had been Aſ- 
ſaſimated, ſhe being concerned in matters 
much more plain and obvious; there were 
many Affronts given them, even on the firſt 
Day of their Marriage, a Picture of a Ram 
Was nailed" to their Gates, with a red Cap 
upon his Horns, and theſe! words, to the 
Good Sheep de Ganges, making an Alluſion 
to the Sheep of his Country, accounted the 
beſt in France: Monſieur de Ganges finding 
himſelf deſpiſed in the Army, quitted the 
Service, and to pleaſe. his Wives Vanity, 

bought the Government of the City of 
Carcaſſone, whither to he carried her far- 
ther from her Siſter Mariotte, with whom 
he had no reaſon to be ſatisfied; but Madam 
de Ganges was not of the ſame Opinion, 
upon which they fell out, and he left his 
Wife, who troubled not her ſelf about it, 

having never loved him; he lodged in an 
Inn, whoſe/ Sign was the Cardinal's Cap, 
which occaſioned many Jeſts; at laſt diſ- 


at ſo many Mortifications, he left 
Mon pellier, 


8 L err "I . wn. 
Montpellier, and followed his Brother in his 
Exile, his Wife being very glad to be rid 


of his troubling her; but the Cardinal was 


vexed at the Separation; the tenderneſs 
he had for that Lady's being grown cold, 
by a Commerce of many Years, and his 
Indiſpoſitions giving him more ſerious 
Thoughts. His Horoſcope, I know not by 
what means, being juſtified in all reſpects, 
the Cardinal was accordingly attacked with 
an Appoplex, in the Sixty third Year of 
his Age, and had not eſcaped it, but that 
remembring the. Prognoſtication in time, 
he took the precaution to be watched 
every Night, and from it, he had all the 
Aſſiſtance he could receive in that Diſtem- 
per, without which, doubtleſs he had been 
loſt; thoſe Ladies took great Care, but 
having taken more to fill their Coffers, 
they could have comforted themſelves, hap- 
pened what would: You have now Madam 
what I promiſed to inform you, another 
time I will acquaint you with more, I 
wait your Anſwer, | we 
1 


OP 
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The ANSWER. 


72-3 H E Gin you are in, isa Place 
3 T of Adventures, and you have ſent 
8 me very pleaſant ones, we have 
none ſuch ny us, only that of 
the Dutcheſs of at preſent makes a 
great noiſe at Court ; this Lady ſaw none 
here in Competition with her for Beauty, 
but Madamoiſelle D' Amagnac, who exceeds 
her; you will judge ſhe could not fail of 
making many Conqueſts in a Court Galant 
as ours. Monſieur de Barbefeux was one 
of the firſt paid his Homage to her; this 
Miniſter of War had many [mitators; but 
that which has extreamly ſurprized the 
World, is the ſtrange Confeſſion ſhe made 
her Husband, which is worſe than they 
have made for the Princeſs of Cleves; for 
puſh'd, as ſhe ſaid by her Remorſe, ſhe 
conlels'd ſhe had carried her Infidelity a 
little too far, and acculed her for having 
given 
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given the Occaſion for the Diſorders of het 
Conduct. The poor Husband being ſur- 
prized at a Confidence he could well have 
ſpared, could not reſtrain his' firſt motions; - 
and ſhewed ſo high a Reſentment againſt his 
Mother-in-Law, that the Paſſion he fell into 
on this Occaſion, diſcovered the Cauſe of 
it; every body blamed Madam and 
above all her Indiſcretion: Some ſay it 
proceeded from an Amorous diſpair, which 
drove her to make this Acknouledoment? 
Having agreed with Madam de Chatillon, to 
meet their Lovers at the Palace Royal; 
where theſe two Ladies expected them 5 
Madam de Chatillon's. Gallant came alone, 
and Madam —— Was obliged to waten 
the Clocks that Evening; ſhe was fo pro- 
voked, that to be revenged of her Lover 
who ſhe thought Falſe, as to deliver him to 
her Husband's Reſentment. This was whiat 
perſwaded him of that perhaps he had ra- 
ther have been Ignorant of, and what is at 
preſent the talk of the Court and the City; 
the Adventure of Monſieur de' Barbeftens is 
now the publick Chat: His firſt Marriage 
was to the Duke D' ers Daughter, by 
whom he has a Daughter; and his ſecond 
Marriage was to the Daughter of Monſieur 
D' Alegre, this Lady, young and handſome 
was very proper to aſſiſt the Revenge of 
ſeveral- Lords, whom the Gallantries of 
EAR 12 Mon- 
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Monſieur de Barbeſieux had provoked againſt 
him; the Duke D' Ellæuf was doubtlels the 
moſt enraged, and it was he that firſt ap- 
peared: He is the moſt dangerous Man in 
the World, becauſe he is the moſt capable 
of pleaſing, and alſo that he always tells 
the publick he has pleaſed; He remembred 
that. Monſieur de Barbeſſeux had gotten a 
Miſtreſs from him, and made himſelf very 
merry upon his ſcore ; wherefore he reſol- 
ved to be revenged, and to give him all the 
vexation he could; he ſaw Madam de Bar- 
befieux, but whether ſhe was kind or cruel 
I know not; be publiſhed that he was very 
well in her Efieem ; there needed no more 
to inrage Monſieur 2 Barbefieux, who came 
to the higheſt Extremity with his Wife. 
The Duke D Eibæuf, who did not intend to 
carry his Revenge too far, regretted having 
cauſed. ſo much trouble in the Family, and 
to remedy it, he went to the King, and 
proteſted nothing had paſſed between 
5 de Barbefieux and 1 which could 
offend the moſt ſevere Vertue ; he confeſſed 
he had ſaid ſome little malicious Things, 
which had they been true were of no Con- 
ſequence. The King . blamed him exceed- 
ingly, but believing Monſicur de Barbeſieuxs 
Mind would be ſettled by that Declaration, 
he ſent for him, and acquaitited him with 


what he had received from the Puke D 
Elbguf, 


Ellæuf, but all that ſignified nothing; the 
firſt Diſcourſe had made too deep an ſqm- 
preſſion for the ſecond to find any belief, 
and imagining it might be the Duke's Con- 
feſſor who had obliged him to make ſuch a + 
kind of ſatisfaction, he imagined alſo that 
Things had gone even to Mortal Sin, be- 
cauſe the Confeſſor ingaged in it; He found 
but too many of his Opinion, for it is cer- 
tain, more believe Evil than Good; where- 
fore Monſieur de Barleſſeux hearing nothing 
but his Revenge, and thinking his Vanity 
and his Honour engaged in it, reſolved to 
ſend his Wife into the other World. tho” 
ſhe was already on the way to it; for the 
Sorrows ſhe had endyred, made her dan- 
gerouſly Sick; but it is ſaid, that one Morn- 
ing when her Maid was making her ſome- 
thing to drink, - Monſieur Barbeſſeux threw 
in a little Powder, and ordered her Woman 
to carry it to her Miſtreſs; ſhe had a great 
Repuguance to give it her, fearing that 
Powder was not for her Health, but there 
was no oppoſing Monſieur de Barbefteux, 
for ſhe knew {he ſhould expoſe her own 
Life, if ſhe managed that of her Ladies, 
therefore was under a neceſſity to carry it, 
the Marquis following her into the Cham- 
ber, and all this Officious Servant could do, 
was to Whiſper ſoftly to her Miſtreſs not 
to drink it all; Madam de Barbeſieux did 
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not hear what her Woman ſaid time enough, 
but at laſt comprehending her Meaning, ſhe 
left half of it in the Porringer, which was 
the reaſon it had not ſo quick an effect; 
* the fell into a Languiſhing, and her Phy- 
ficians ſuſpected the Cauſe; the Marquis D' 
Alegre in, Diſpair to ſee her in that Con- 
dition, took her home, and complained to 
the King, who told him, Monſieur de Bar- 
beſieux being in his Service could not be 
thought Guilty of ſuch a Crime as he ac- 
cuſed him of. The Marquis diſcontented 
with this Anſwer, had again the unhappi- 
neſs to diſpleaſe the King by his Complaints, 
and fell into Diſgrace few Days after; fo 
that this may coſt him not only the loſs 
of his Daughter, but of her Fortune alſo. 
Here is a Letter handed about from the 
Archbiſhop of Cambray, to Monſieur D' 
Alegre, on that Subject, which is extraor- 
dinary fine; and you know that Prelate 
Writes no others. It is obſerved that the 
Daughters of the Family D' Alegre, are not 
Happy with the Miniſters; one who was 
the firſt Wife of Monſieur Seigney/ay had 
that Character, and paſt her Time very ill 
with him: She being a great Heireſs, 
Monſieur Colbert aimed at her for his Son, 
but Madam D' Alegre not thinking that 
Match to her Mind, oppoſed it, and it be- 
came neceſſary ro gain the Inclinations * 
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the Daughter; they had ſome difficulty to 
do it, ſhe being extreamly prejudiced againſt 
Monſieur de Seignelay, and when the King 
ſpoke to her concerning it, Madamoiſelle 
anſwered him, ſhe could never ſubmit to 
ſuffer the Rudeneſs of a Man who was ſo 
much her Inferior; the King aſſured her he 
ſhould never uſe any to her, and that upon 
the leaſt ſubject of Complaint, ſhe had no 
more to do, but to make hers to him; 
thus being over perſwaded by the King, ſhe 
Married him, notwithſtanding the diſlike 
her Mother had ro the Match. Monſieur 
de Seigneylay, who, as all know, was hot 
and haughty, was not long without ſhew- 
ing his ill Humour; one Day coming to 
his Wives Toilet in warm Weather, he took 
off his Peruke and threw it upon the Toilet ; 
whether it had diſordered her Patch-Box, 
or by ſome other motive, ſhe threw it upon 
the Ground; Monſieur de Seignelay ſhocked 
by this, ſomething too haughty manner, 
took the liberty to give his Wife a Cuff on 
the Ear, which produced an unhappy Con- 
ſequences for Madam de Seignelay com- 
plained of it to the King, who Writ for 
Monſieur Colbert, and ſhowed him fo much 
diſpleaſure, that he haſting to ſind his Son, 
treated him with ſome blows of a Cudgel, 
which he very impaticntly ſuffered ; Madam 
de Seigneylay Milcarried, and died upon it, 

14 upon 
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upon which Accident Monſieur Colbert had 
the Sorrow of returning the great Fortune 
this Marriage had brought into his Family. 
By theſe two Examples we ſee, the Ladies 
D' Alegre are not happy with the Miniſters, 
tho Monſieur de Barbefieux lived very well 
with his firſt Wife, and Monſieur de Seig- 
nelay with his ſecond; who was the Mar- 
quis de Marignon's Daughter, now Married 
to the Count de Marſan (Brother of Mon- 
ſieur D' Armagnac) when he asked the 
King's Conſent to this Match, his Majeſty 
faid, Madam de Seineylay would find a 
great difference, coming out of the Hands 
of the moſt Paſſionate Man, into thoſe of 
the moſt perſect good humoured, and molt 
Polite in Nature, ſhe is very happy; here 
was a Rhumour about Town, which doubt- 
leſs has reached the Country, concerning 
Madam de Seineylay; it was ſaid the King 
loved her, and that during her Widowhood 
ſhe was brought to Bed of a Son, who was 
called the Count de Namure, but there is 
not one word of Truth in it, for ſhe was 
then weeping for her Husband, when they 
ſuppoſed this Intrigue. And this Fable is only 
believed by thoſe fort of People who never 
ſaw the Court but out of a Garret-Window, 
who amuſe themſelves with theſe fort of 
Tales ; but thoſe who know her, under- 
ſtand better. The Archbiſhep of * 
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Book is condemned at Rome, and this Pre- 
late received the News with admirable Re- 
ſignation, having given order it ſhould not 
be read in his Dioceſs; but the Jeſuits have 
not ſhown ſo much Moderation, they fly 
out againſt the Foreign Miſſionaries, and 
endeavour to make them undergo the ſame 
Sentence with Monſieur de Cambray, I have 
told you almoſt all that paſſes here: As 
to the reſt, we muſt needs be very ſecure 
in one-another's Friendſhip, ſince methinks 
we take no great Pains to renew the Aſ- 
ſurances of it; our Letters being only filled 
with other Folks Affairs. As to me, I am 
_ grown very Hiſtorical, and ſhould never 
have ſuſpected it of my felf ; but it is you 
who have wrought this Miracle ; let us, I 
entreat you, continue this Innocent Com- 
merce, for nothing is more diverting : What 
is ſaying always the ' fame 3 good 
for? Repetitions are tireſome, and ] aſſure 
you once for all, I love you for ever. I 
mult tell you, you make ſenſible long 
Strides from Avignon to Montpellier, with- 
out {topping at Nimes, which is half way: 
expect you ſhould inform me ſomething 
of that City, ſo Celebrated for its Anti- 
quity, and by the Monuments, the Magni- 
ficence of the Romans have left there, 
which ſo many Ages have not been able 
to deſtroy; How have you ſpent your 
war. | Time 
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Time at Avignon? I hoped for a detail of 
all the Curioſities there, nor do I acquit 
you: Pray fend me ſome News of the 

Abbot Flechier, who is Biſhop of Nimes; 
you know he is my Friend long ſince, and 
I doubt not you ſaw him, when you paſt 
through it; being of too much Under- 
ſtanding to neglect ſo extraordinary a Man, 


and of ſo ſhining a Genius. I ſaw Mada- 


moiſelle de Seuderi the other Day, who was 
writing to that Prelate, and extended her 
Praiſes ſo far, I thought ſhe would never 
have done. As to her Wit, ſhe is {till the 
ſame, and there is as much Fire in her 
Writings as when ſhe writ Cletia; but as to 
the Body. of this Tenth Muſe, the firſt 


time I ſaw her, I thought her the Cumæan 


Sybil, for like her, ſhe has nothing leſt 
but her Speech; and I never was ſo ſur- 
priz d, I found Two or Three young Wo- 
men in her Chamber; one of which after 
making me fit, took a Pen and Ink, lean- 
ing upon a Table, begun to write, ſtopping 
from time to time, and looking fixedly up- 
on me, I thought at firſt ſhe was making 
my Picture; but I obſerved, when I had 
done ſpeaking, ſhe gave the Paper to Ma- 


domoiſelle de Seuderi, who after ſhe had 


looked upon it exaGly, anſwered all I ſaid, 
and that the young Gentlewoman had 


ſhowed to her, the being Deaf ; you ſee 4 
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the Converſation can now be had with her: 
However, I was well pleaſed to have ſeen 
her, and do my felt that Honour to Po- 
ſterity; and I could boaſt of ſomerhing 
more, tho F know not how it came to paſs, 
but J had the happineſs to pleaſe her, and 
ſhe has writ me ſeveral Letters, deſiring 
me to viſit her; ſhe ſtill complains of De- 
fuctions and other Infirmities, which the 
looks upon only as Accidents, inſtead of 
accuſing her Age of Fourſcore and Twelve 
Years ; behold in this, a Weakneſs" I could 
not have expected in ſo great a Wit, but 
every body has their own: Things are 
carried ſo far, that China being at preſent 
in faſhion, ſome People have turned all 
they are worth into that Merchandiſe, and 
expoſe themſelves to ruin, by a Freak of a 
Cat; there is | ſcarce a Chamber but a 
Stranger would take it for a China Ware- 
houſe, the Dealers in it having found the 
Secret to make every body of their Trade, 
| would be glad to know whether they are 
as much Fools in the Country. | 


J am: 
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8992%2 Am charm'd, Madam, you have 
282 ſhaken off the Yoke of Com- 
1 3 pliments; they agree not with 


— 


A one of our Temper, you ought 
222 to be aſſur'd of my Eſteem, and 
if T may judge of your Heart as by my 
own, I cannot doubt of yours; let us love 
eternally, and now come to our little Re- 
lations, to give you that of Nimes. I muſt 
tread my Steps back again, which I will 
readily do at your Deſire, and agree I was 
to blame, to paſs by ſuch fo ancient and 
celebrated a City in ſilence: The common 
Opinion is, that Nemauſus, the Grand- child of 
Noah, was the Founder, and it takes the 
Etimology of its Name from him, others 
pretend it was built by a Son of Hercules, 
but none deny it was one of the moſt Fa- 
mous Cities of the Gauls ; the Romans con- 
tinued there long, and took a Pleaſure to 

bceautifie 


e Wiy® 


LEZTT EZM XIII. 125 
beautifie it, the Emperor Antoninus was 
born there, and Adrian erected a noble 
Structure for the Tomb of the Empreſs Plo- 
tina, the Wife of Trajan and his Benefactreis. 
The beſt Judges ſay, it is a perfect Piece, 
the Columns and the Capitals are of the 
Corinthian Order, and moſt charmingly 
beautiful, it may be called the Maſter · piece 
of the Romans, and the utmoſt Perfection of 
their Architecture, as Scarron terms it; the 
King gave it to the Auguſtins, and it is at 
preſent the Church of the three Kings, be- 


ſides. this Monument, there is here alſo an 


Amphitheater, the moſt entire of any re- 
maining in the World, called by the. Peo- 
ple les Arenes, here the Gladiators and 
Beaſts fought. Upon the Cathedral is ſeen 
the Roman Eagles with their Heads cut off, 
which they ſay was done by the Order of 
Alaric the Goth, to ſhew Poſterity the Marks 
of his Victories. I ſaw alſo that they call 
the Temple of Diana, which is out of the 
Town hard by a Fountain, ſo large, that 
it furniſhes Water for all the Inhabitants, 
and grinds all their Corn. This Temple, 
or rather Ruin, is the Admiration of the Cu- 
rious, ſome ſay it was the Temple of Veſta, 


others affirm it is older than Rome, and built 


in Honour of Diana, the Proximity of the 
Fountain, or Spring, ſeems to authorize this 


inen for it ; ſeems Diana loved bathing 
as 


126 LzZTTEIA XIII. 
as appears by the Adventure of Aion, 
but it is not worth gie, believe the 
firſt great Wind will ruin this precious Re- 
lick, which, to ſpeak Truth, I make no great 
Matter of, no more than of that called 
Tour- Magne, which they fay was of an ex- 
tream height, it is yet ſeen a great way. This, 
Madam, is all I can fay to you of Nimes, 
if you deſire to know more;be pleas'd to take 
the Pains to read what Meſſieurs Guirand and 
Deiront have written on that Subject, in 
the Books of Antiquity of Nimes, compoſed 
by thoſe Gentlemen, bot I had rather 
talk of the Biſhop; for 1 fancy 1 can judge 
better of an excellent Sermon then a Piece 
of old Building ; and not to lie, a living 
Merit touches me more than all Anti- 
quity together ; let us return therefore to 
Monſieur Flechier, I can tell you he is ſtill 
the ſame, that is, the meſt eloquent of 
Men; 1 heard his Sermon at the opening of 
the Parliament of this Province, and was 
charmed with it. You may judge of his 
Merit by the Proverb, which ſays, a Prophet 
is wot bonour'd in bis own Country. The 
Abbot Flechier was born in a little City 
called Perne, cloſe by Avignon and conſe- 


quently not far from Nimes; 1 cannot tell 
whether his Family is noble, but 1 know he 
has made it Illuſtrious. In his Youth, he was 


a Father of the Chriſtian Doctrine, but 
ſome 
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ſome Diſcont ent having driven him from 
that kind of Life, he defired-to be ſecula- 
rized, and after, was at Paris with the Duke 
de Montaufier where he had an opportuni- 
ty to ſhew his Merit, the Duke being then 
Governour to the Dauphine, to whom the 
new Biſhop became Almoner; he ſoon 
made his way in the Court, to which his 
Funeral Oration on Monſieur Tareme con- 
tributed ; the beſt Judges ſay, it is an Ex- 
ample of accompliſh'd Eloquence ; but you 
having 'ſeen it, I need mention no more of 
it. After having ſhined a conſiderable time 
at Court, he was made Biſhop of Lavæur, 
and then of Nimes; the new Converts, who _ 
are very numerous in this City, praisd him 
much in the Beginning, but Policy chang- 
ed his gentle Temper and Inclination at ll 
to make his Court and follow the Example, 
of his Brethren, and ſometimes made him 
act contrary to his bent. I have fre- 
quently ſeen him paſſing through Nimes, he 
being obliged to reſide in this Place during 
the Aſſembly of the Eſtates. Some fay he 
wants much in Converſation of that Spirit 
he has in the Pulpit, and Stories have been 
made, which might make another ridicu- 
lous, nevertheleſs it is certain, that with his 
Friends, where Punctilios are needleſs, it is a 
Charm to hear him ſpeak, and never Man 
was more agreeable, He told yeſterday an 
= | odd 
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odd Sally of Monſieur de Torcy,. Biſhop of 
this City, which ſeem'd very warm; the 
Cardinal de Bonzi, of whom I have ſpoke 
before, was ſeized with an Apoplex, this 
Biſhop of Montpelier went to ſee him, and 
carried him the Sacrament, and it being du- 
ring the Aſſembly of the Parliament, of 
which the Cardinal is Preſident ; many of 
the Lords who compos d it, were in his 
Chamber, where a Table was adorned like 
an Altar, to ſet the Sacrament, upon; and 
as ſoon as he had expos'd it for their Ado- 
ration, he drew nigh the (ick Cardinal, and 
faid to him, that having ſcandaliz d the Pro- 
vince, by his Commerce with Madam de 
Ganges, he ought to make a Publick Repa- 
ration, and promiſe ſolemnly before God, 
that if it pleaſed him to reſtore his Health, 
he would abſolutely break with that Lady; 
upon which, taking Advantage of ſome ac- 
cidental Motion the Cardinal had made by 
chance, he ſaid, allow'd his Eminence beg'd 
Pardon of God and of the Province for the 
Scandals he had given, and promiſed to 
break off all Commerce with Madam de Gan- 
ges, ſending his Curate immediately, as from 
the Cardinal, to forbid her his Houſe for the 
future. She receiv d this Complement with- 
out being moved, and contented her ſelf with 
telling the Curate ſhe knew very well whence 


it came, and would bchave her ſelf upon it 
"+ 0 
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as ſhe thought proper. The Cardinal reco- 
verd his Apoplex, and was much ſurprized 
to hear what had paſs d during his IlIlneſs, 


and the Steps which were made in his Name; 


but as he is extremely Politick, he fail d 
not to thank the Biſhop for the Care he 
had taken to adminiſter the Sacrament to 
him; but to ſhew he diſavow'd all he made 


him ſay, he cried aloud to his Chair-men, 


carry me to Madam de Ganges. The Con n- 
teſs received him but coldly, though ſhe 
ought not to accuſe him of à Thing in 
which he was not concern'd ; after a few 
Ceremonies, ſhe told him, the Country Air 
would help to eſtabliſh his Health, his Emi- 
nence took this as a Baniſhment, and ſub- 
mitting to it, went immediately to Valmagne 
which is one of his Abbies. what it is 


to be polite and diſcreet, and what Mon- 


ſieur Flechier told me yeſterday in a more 
agreeable manner then I can repeat it to you, 
but every one was not bred at Athens. We 
talk'd much of you with this illuſtrious Pre- 
late, and I ſhewd him that Part of your 
Letter which concerned him ; he pray'd me 
to aſſure you he is ever much your Friend, and 
| flatter my ſelf he does me the Honour to 
be ſomething mine alſo ; he has procur d me 
many valuable Acquaintance here. I was the 


other Day at Yignogue, which is the Houſe 


of Bernardines, the Marquiſs de Calviſſons's 
| | K- Siſtet 
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Siſter is the Abbeſs of it, and all the Religi- 
ous Women are of Quality; they are ex- 
treamly well lodg d, but their Trouble is, the 
Houſe is not their own; I askd what hin- 
dered their purchaſing of it, upon which 
they told me a moſt ſtrange Story. It is 
now about 20 Vears, ſaid the charming Ma- 
dam ze Bernis, who is a particular Friend of 
the Biſhop of Nimes, ſince the Maſter of 
this Houſe, who was Monſieur de Regnac, 
reſolv'd to make a Sacrifice to the Devil, 
and having read, that to fucceed in it, he 
muſt offer the Perſon he loved moſt dearly ; 
It was his Wife's good Fortune, ſhe was not in 
that State, and beſides, the Victim muſt be 
younger, fo this miſerable Fate fell upon the 
moſt lovely Boy that eould be ſeen, who 
was not full ſeven Years old; Regnuc lock d 
him up in his Cloſer, and faerificed him in 
the Pagan manner, that is, after having cut 
his Throat, and torn out his Heart and 
Bowels, he burnt them, and left the Body 
open upon the Table, which 'ſerv'd him in- 
ſtead of an Altar, on which alſo were the 
Books he uſed in this deteftable Miſtery; 
after he had finiſh'd this dreadful Ceremo- 
ny, he took Horſe, and the Key of his Clo- 
ſet with him; in the mean while the little 
Boy was ſought every where, at laſt they 
thovght he had fallen into ſome Well, 
which are very deep here, when * 
| | the 
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the Smell of ſomething corrupted in the 
Houle, they obſerved it came from the 
Cloſet, wanting the Key, they broke open 
the Door, where, with Terror, they beheld ' 
the ſad Spectacle I have mentioned, and 


found the meaning of all in the Books, 


but never the Author of ſo deteſtable a 
Crime, though his Proceſs was made in his 
abſence, and he condemned, his Goods be- 
ing confiſcated, which is the Reaſon the 
Houſe cannot be purchaſed with Safety : 


They call it the Houſe of Sacrifice, but I 


hope, ſaid Madam de Bernis, thoſe. which 
are ofter'd here every Day have purified it 
ſufficiently, I believe it, ſaid I, but I confeſs 
I ſhould have found Difficulty to have lain 
in it; we bad ſome replied ſhe at firſt, but 
now we think no more of it, and ſhould be 
very uneaſy, to remove: Then ſhe told us 
about the ſame time a Woman of Quality, 
called Tucard, caus'd her Husband to be 
ngled, and a jealous Husband had cut 
his Wife's Throat. So many tragical Acti- 
ons having ſo frighted the Dutcheſs of 
Verucuil, then in the Province, that ſhe 
look d upon Maupellier as a Country of 
Monſters : Yet ſaid I, there are abundance 
of excellent Perſons in it, and baving a De- 
fire to make the Converſation turn upon 
ſomething} leſs diſmal, I deſired the Ladies 


to tell me ſome more pleaſant Story. Wil- 


„ lingly 
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lingly anſwered Madam de Bernis, for the 
Marquiſs de Guiſſac, has lately given a Scene 
to the Publick, will fit you. This Gentle- 
man married a young and beautiful Lady a 
year paſt, who was a conſiderable Heireſs, and 
nothing wanted to compleat his Happineſs, 
for he was her Lover before he was her Huſ- 
band, and his Felicity had been perfect if he 
could have been a Husband without being 
jealous ; but is there any State of Happi- 
neſs in this Life > The Marquiſs who all 


look d upon with Envy, fell into a dread- 


ful melancholy. I have told you his Wife 
had much Beauty, and for Wit it is no 
Stranger in this Country among the Ladies; 
therefore you may ſuppoſe a Perſon educa- 
ted with Care, could not want it, no more 
than Admirers- The moſt part of the Wo- 
men here make Evil conſiſt only in the Evil 
it ſelf, and trouble not themſelves much 
about Appearances, which in other Places 
might be ill interpreted. The Marquiſs de 
Guiſſac made no ſcruple to hear the Preten- 
ſions of the Baron Daumelas, who was a 
very handſome young Man; every Day 
there was nothing but Diverſions, taking the 
Air, and Treats, till the Marquiſs de Guiſſac 
grown weary of this Management ; but ha- 
viog no evident Subject upon which to 
complain, he reſolv d to obſerve her nearer, 
to diſcover ſome Fault; and did it fo cloſely; 

that 
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that he found a Commerce of Letters be- 
tween her and the Baron Daumelas: Reſol- 
ving to be farther convinced, he ſuppos'd 
his Wife's Woman was her Confident, and 
did all he could to gain her; but having no 
Succeſs, he reſolved to follow her when ſhe 
went into the Town, and was not long 
before he found what he ſought, and what 
he was not pleas d to find; that is, he ſaw 
the Woman talking in the Street to the Ba- 
ron, and hiding a Paper he had juſt given 
her in her Boſom; this was more than need- 
ful to put the Marquiſs in deſpair. He ſtaid 
no longer, but made haſt home, expecting 
his Wite's Woman's Return ; as ſoon as ſhe 
came, he took her into a lower Room, 
and ask'd her in a Tone not to be denied, 
for the Letter ſhe had received, preſenting 
to her four Leuis d Ors in one Hand, and a 
Piſtol in the other, with which he ſwore he 
would ſhoot her through the Head; the 
poor Maid in a fright fell down at her Ma- 
ſter's Feet, and trembling, gave him the 
fatal Biller, promiſing never to meddle again 
io ſuch Affairs. This is not all, ſaid the 
Marquis, giving the four Louis 4'Ors, ſince 
you have kept your Miſtreſſes Secrets, I 
will have you now keep mine; and fee 
that you ſpeak not a Word of what has hap- 
pered between us: Take heed, faid he, 
ſnowing her the Piſtol, then letting her go 
ics 4 to 
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to meditate his Revenge. The Billet told 
him no great Matter, but made him ſuſpect 
dreadfully, for it expreſs'd a Paſſion in the 
moſt tender Terms poſſible. The Marquiſs 
thought ſhe did not wrong her Husband by 
this Liberty, in the Duty ſhe ow'd him, re- 
ſerving to him all his Rights apart. To 
which, ſuffering no Approach, ſhe thought 
ſhe might diſpoſe of the reſt without a 
Crime: Prepoſſeſs'd with this Error, ſhe 
made not the leaſt Reproach to the Defect 
of her Conduct. When ſhe ſaw her Hus- 
band enter her Chamber in a furious man- 
ner, holding a Piſtol in one Hand, and a 
Glaſs of Lemonade in the other; Madam, 
ſaid he, ſhutting the Door, it is very hot, 
and I bring you a ſmall Refreſhment, which, 
if you pleaſe, you mult drink immediately, 
and when he ſaw ſhe endeavourd to avoid 
it, he preſented the Piſtol, and told her 
abſolutely, ſhe muſt chooſe one of the two: 
The poor Lady remembred the Tragical 


End of the Marquiſs de Ganges, and alter 


having had recourſe to Prayers and Entrea- 
ties in Vain, ſhe determined in this cruel 
Choice, and took the Glaſs; but when ſhe 
had drank half of it, the Marquiſs fnatch'd 
it out of her Hand, and drinking it, faid, 
| won't have you die alone; but will follow 

ou into the other World, to reproach you 


with your Infidelity eternally. The Mar- 
quiſs 
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quiſs ſwore to him ſolemly, ſhe had never 
wrong d him, and ask'd him, as the laſt 
Favour, to ſend for her Confeſſor, and her 
Father and Mother, that ſhe might have the 
Comfort to fee them before ſhe died; this 


was granted her; all the Houſe was alarm'd,, 


and their Daughter almoſt dead; the Hor-' 
rors of Death being painted in her Face, her 
Husband extended upon a Bed by her, 
ſeeming in great Weakneſs, which was a 
ſorro ful Spectacle to their Parentss While 
theſe good People diſpair d over their 
Daughter, the Confeſſor thought of diſpo- 
ſing them to Death; ſhe ſaid, that having 
but a few Moments to live, ſhe would make 
a publick Confeſſion, for the Conſolation of 
her Father and Mother, and for, the Ho- 
nour of her Memory; ſhe began and accu- 
ſed her felf of the Sins ſhe had committed. 
The Confeſſor, who was very attentive, 
hearing nothing of thoſe Things he feared, 
was very content, and when 'the dying 
Fair One had receiv'd Abſolution, the Mar- 
quiſs turned towards his Father and Mother- 
in-law: Dry up your Tears, ſaid he, your 
Daughter has given me Grief and Sor- 
row enough to forgive the Fright I have 


put her in, I am overjoyed to find her In- 


nocence, in theſe Moments wherein Diſſi- 
mulation has no place, and -my Mind is 
now at Peace. Courage, Madam, ſaid he, 
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there never was Poiſon in what ue have 
drank; recover your ſelf, therefore: She 
believed ſo much ſhe was certainly poiſon'd, 
that ſhe felt all the Pains thoſe feel, who 
are really in ſuch a Caſe ; but as ſoon as ſhe 
was aſſured there was no ſuch thing, ſhe 
was as well as ever. This Scene finiſh'd 
much more agreeably then one could have 
hoped ; and I am ſure, ſaid Madam de Ber- 
nis, you could not have expected ſuch an 
untying the Knot of the Story. It is true, 
ſaid I, I grumbled a little, that you went 
from Tragedy to Tragedy; when you pre- 
pared me for an agreeable Entertainment, 
but I confeſs the End of this Adventure has 
pleaſingly ſurprized me; for it was with 
Sorrow I beheld the poor Lady die for no 
greater a Fault: She is now, continued Ma- 
dam de Bernis, in ſo happy a State with her 
Husband, that to give him no more of that 
kind of Trouble, ſhe hath reformed all the 
over-freedom of her Conduct, and the Ba- 
ron Daumelas has been formally diſmiſs'd; 
Billets Deux being no more current in that 
Family. I thank d Madam de Bernis for 
her kindneſs in telling me all theſe Stories; 
and after having taking my Leave of the 
Society, I paſs d the Evening with the Bi- 
ſhop of Nimes, to whom ] gave an Account 
of my Journey : I am very glad, ſaid he, 
that you are pleas d with Madam de Bernis; 
you 
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you would not be leſs with the Family if 
you knew them; their Houſe is but a 
Mile and an halt from Nimes, I go often 
| thither, and never met more agreeable Com- 
pany; Madam de Bernis, Mother of the 
Lovely Recluſe, we ſpeak of, had Four 
Daughters and a Son, all very handſome ; 
Two of the Daughters were ſent to the 
Convent, and Two reſerved for the World, 
and the Son dying, the Eldeſt Daughter 
was an Heireſs of Twenty Thouſand Livres 
Rent, which, added to her Perſonal Merit, 
made her addreſt by the beſt Matches in 
the Province: Monſieur Mont peſac, above 
others, did all he could to obtain her, ſo 
did Monſieur Tourville, now Marſhal of 
Frauce, and many others needleſs to name, 
whoſe Attempts were in Vain; that Lady's 
Heart being prepoſſeſt from her Infancy, 
in favour of the Marquiſs de Toiras, her 
Cozen-Germain, ſhe was too generous to 
change with her Fortune; and tho by the 
Death of her Brother ſhe was in a Con- 
dition to make a more advantagious Match 
for her Intereſt, ſhe would never conſent to 
it, do all her Relations could to oblige her; 
ihe perſiſted Two and Twenty Years in the 
ſame Sentiments, cluding all the Propoſals 
were made to her, yet without breaking 
the reſpect due to her Relations: So rare 
8 conſtaucy in the Age we live in might 

| doubtleſs 


138 Lr ren A 
doubtleſs have ſerved for the Model of a 
Heroine to Madam de Seuderi, and it has 
been Crowned accordingly ; for after the 
Death of Monſieur de Bernis, her Father, 
they oppoſed the Match- no longer, which 
terminated to the Joy of the Parties. [ 
gave them the Nuptial Benediction, and 
all the Country took part in the ſatisfa ion 
of theſe Lovers: But alas! how ſhort are 
the Pleaſures of Life! the fame Spring 
giving Life and Death to their Love. The 
Marquis de Toiras was too brave to ſtay 
with his Wite, when his Duty called him 
to another Place, he left her Three Days 
after they were Married, to join Magnſieur 
Luxemburg in Flanders; where the Praiſes 
the King had given him ſometime before, 
coſt him his Life, for to ſhow he had 
merited them, he peformed ſuch extraor- 
dinary Things that he received a Mortal 
Wound, he was carried to his Tent, ha- 
ving the Truncheon of a Sword in his 
Body, where telling him he might die 
when it was pulled out, before he ſuffered 
it to be done, he deſired to be confeſs d, 
and writ me ſome few Words with his 
trembling Hand, recommending his dear 
Wife to me, deſiring me to comfort her, 
and not to forſake her in her Affliction, or- 
dering his Heart to be carried to her as ſoon 


as he was Dead; he would fain have writ 
| to 
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to her to have taken his laſt farewell, but 
his Strength failed him, fo he gave hin- 
ſelf into the Surgeons Hands. What they 
had ſaid, happened, when they pulled out 
the broken Sword, for ſuch an abundance 
of Blood followed it, that poor Monſieur 
de Tairas was Choaked; never was Man 
more perplexed then I was, when I received 
this fad Account, I knew not what Coarſe 
to take, in diſcovering it to this poor 
Widow ; I foreſaw the Condition it would 
put her in, and feared the dangerous Con- 
fequence, but it maſt be determined; I went 
in haſte from Nimes to Bernis, and told 
Madim de Tairas her Husband was Wound- 
ed, and trying to prepare her for ſomething 
worſe; but the without amuſing her felt 
with Cries and Tears, the laſt recourſe of 
her Sex, ordered a Poſt-Chaize to be got 
immediately, and reſolved to go to her 
Husband in Flanders, to take all poffible 
care of him, I was frighted at her Deſign 5 
but as there was no way to diſſwade her, | 
was forced to tell her how Things ſtood : She 
ſuſtained the ſhock with an Heroick firm- 
nets without letting a Word eſcape Indecent, 


ber Grief, tho ſharp, was Dumb. She took 


all poſſible Care of her preſervation, and 
that of the Fruit his Love had left her, 
and at her Time was brought to Bed of a 


Daughter, who if ſhe lives will be a con- 
ſiderable 


to Lirrex XIII. 

ſiderable Heireſs; for Madam de Tairas will 
enter into no ſecond Marriage, ſhe is always 
at Bernis, in a deep retirement, with her 
Mother and Siſter, who are alſo Ladies of 
great Accompliſhments ; I often go to ſee 
them, when my Affairs permit me: All 
their diverſion is to walk, or take the Air 
in the Road between Nimes and Montpellier, 
which is much frequented; Madam de 
Tairas told me, the other Day, a pleaſant 
Adventure not long ſince befel her with the 
Marquis de Caſtelarios, Ambaſſador of Spain, 
This Miniſter was going from Madrid to 
Paris in haſte, with all the Haughtineſs and 
Gravity of his Country, . when between 
Montpellier and Nimes, where he met ſome 
Ladies very well dreſt, walking leifurely on 
Foot, and followed by ſeveral Servants, 
while their Coach was at a little diſtance, 
he could not doubt but they were Women of 
Quality, and his Spaniſh Vanity perſwaded 
him they came in that manner to do him 
Honour, which he imagined was due to 
him; in this Conceit he deſcended from his 
Coach to thank them for their Civility, 
and Madam de Bernis was ſhe whom he 
directed his Diſcourſe, he pulled down the 
Firmament to make her a Compliment in 
the Mode of his Country, and to teſlifie. 
how ſenſible he was of the Goodneſs they 


had to meet him upon the Road, the Mar- 
quils 
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quiſs had the Civility not to undeceive him 
in an Error he was ſo much pleaſed with, 
in the Imagination it was intended for him, 
that he could not find Words to expreſs 
his Acknowledgments; above all he was 
charmed with the Wit and Perſon of 
Madam de Tairas, who ſeeing in Mourning, 
he took the Liberty to ask her the Occaſion: 

walking a good while together, ſhe had time 
enough to tell him her Hiſtory ; the Am- 
baſſador was the more touch'd, being in the 
ſame Caſe, having newly loſt a Wife, he 
had loved Fifteen Years, and whom he ob- 
tained with great Difficulty, after having 
fought ſeveral Rivals, over whom he 
triumphed; but when he was at the height 
of his Felicity, by the Birth of a fine Boy, 
this dear Wife died in Child-Bed. Is it 
not true, ſaid Monſieur de Nimes, that there 
is ſomething particular in this Conformity 
vf Adventures; this ſo moved the Spaniard, 
together with the Ladies Merit, that he , 
propoſed to mingle their Griefs, and fo 
bring a Mutual Comfort to one another; 
adding, that ſhe having a Daughter and he 
a Son, they might make a double Marriage, 
and their Union laſt beyond the Grave : 
Tho' Madam de Tairas was not of his 
Opinion, ſhe. thanked him, obligingly for 
his Offer; and without accepting or re- 


fuſing, ſhe retrenched her ſelf in her Af- 
fictions, 


and Amorous Man in the World. He beged 
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flictions, and left him the moſt Charmed 


her Permiſſion to write to her from Paris, 
and when Madam de Tairas told me this 
Story ſhe ſhewed me one of his Letters. 
When Monſieur de Nimes had ended his 
Story, I thought it was fit to do ſo with 
my Viſit, as] believe it is to end my Letter, 
I wiſh it may pleaſe you. I would be glad 
to have ſomething New to ſend you; but 
that is going againſt the Stream while you 
are at the Spring-head : Send me therefore 
what you have at Paris, and what is done 
at the Conferences at Ryſwict; we fear leſt 
it ſhould prove like the — held by the 
Rats which /a Fountain ſpeaks of; tell me if 


chere is any room ro hope. it, all wiſh i. 
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: SONS Had not delayed my Klik 


9 55 l > fo long, Madam, if an In- 
(8 [ 3 diſpoſition, Which is gone off 


SSSI $ without any bad Conlequence 
Baan had not prevented me. I am 
but now. come from my Country Houſe, 
where l have been to re-eſtabliſh my Health, 
and I heard on my Arrival we are like to 
loſe the Prince of Conti; he is newly 
Choſen King of Poland, which is Elective, 
and the Throne Vacant by the Death of 
Sobiexky; the Army and many of the Lords 
of that Country having openly Proclaimed 
him, he muſt forthwith depart to take Poſ-s 

leſſion of that Crown; altho' the Elector of 
Saxony has his Party, and is turned Catho- 


lick to take away all Obſtacles which may 


obſtruct his Election, we hope the Prince 
will carry it, the Kiog demi to Intereſt 


himſelf powerfully for him, I know not 


Whether 
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whether he is in earneſt, but the event will 
ſhow all, and I will take care to inform 
you of ir. The Plenipotentiaries act very 
earneſtly at Ryſwick, and thoſe who believe 
no more will come of it than in the Coun- 
cel held by the Rats, know little of the 
Matter : The King wiſhes Peace, and he 
will make it aſſuredly, at what Price ſo ever. 
The People burthened by a long War deſire 
it; but thoſe who ſee moſt clearly, aſſure 
us he will act for his own Intereſt : And 
that the Spaniſh Monarchy which he has 
long aimed at for one of his Grand-Chil- 
dren, is the Chief motive which inclines 
him to the Peace ; poor Charles of Auſtria 
ſeems Frozen, and the King wanting both 
Friends and Force to enable him, to acquire 
that fair Succeſſion, if the Prince of Orange 
is at preſent neceſſary, there is no doubt 
but he will acknowledge him King of Great 
Britain, after having treated him in ano- 
ther” manner, and that in ſpite of King 
James s [ntereſt ; which ſhows what Cullies 
Ve are in the Quarrels of Princes. The 
Duke of Savoy has made his Peace to his 
Advantage; ſince making it in Particular, 
he has all reſtored to him, and his Daugh- 
ter will be Dutcheſs of Burgundy The 
King has named the Dutcheſs de Lude firſt 
Lady of Honour to that Princeſs, and ſhe 


is gone to her to Sævoy, with a fine Atten- 
dance ; 


** 
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dance; but this is talking Politicks and Af- 
fairs of State; ; let us return to our more 
particular Stories. A Gentleman of Bour- 
deaux, called Corbian, after having made a 
fine Figure here, finding himſelf at length 
much diſordered in his Caſh, by the Re- 
volutions of Lanſquenet, reſolved to repair 
his Fortune by marrying ſome Rich Widow; 
it being the only means left him, his good 
Mein giving him a great aſſiſtance in this 
Deſign : After having long ſought one fit 
for Fin, he at laſt: found one proper for 
his purpoſe, and Madam Mouillet was ſhe, 
to whom he addreſt his Vows; ſhe was 
neither Young nor Handſome, but very 
Rich, which was all he looked for; behold 
him now acting the Lover, ſighs true or 
falſe coſt nothing with a Facoon, no more 
than Complaiſance and | Submiſſion ; thus 
far he play'd his Part wonderfully : The 
Lady was not inſenſible, and had not ua 
time to loſe, therefore ſhe haſtened to Ml Ny 
him Happy, and he was ſo effectually in the 


beginning of his Marriage; among other : 
— « *© 


Liberties ſhe allowed him to rummage her” 
Strong-Box ; but as we forget our ſelves in 
our Good F ortune, Corbian took no Care to 
manage his Wife; but as ſoon as he found 
himſelf full of Money, he led his former 
Life, he was never ſeen at Home, and 


rarely came home till dad which by 
no 
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no means accommodated the Lady; ſhe 
did not Marry him to ſpend his Nights in 
Play, ſhe faid, and ſhe thought the had 
right to be ſerved her own Way for her 
Money; now you fee ſhe ſets up for a 
Plaintiff : Corbian thinking he had a way to 
appeaſe her upon Occaſion, gave not the 
Attention he ought to her Complaints ; 
and his Paſſion for Play intirely poſſeſſing 
him, he continued ſtill the ſame ; but he 
was ſurprized, coming home at Four of the 
Clock in the Morning, after having long 
knocked at the Door, a Lackey appeared at 
a Window, refuſed to open it, and treated 
him aloud, with I know you not, nor he 
knew not what to make of this Adventure; 
it was ſomething like Amphizrion's, if he 
could have found the ſame reſemblance be- 
tween his Wife and Alemena; but that was 
not his Caſe, in the mean while growing 
patient, he continued on knocking at the 
Door, then Madam appeared her ſelf, and 
asked what made him make ſuch a noiſe, 
at ſuch an unſeaſonable Hour, to the ſcan- 
dalizing the Neighbourhood, threatning to 
call the Watch, and teach him to inſult a 
Widow; at this Word Corbian roared out, 
What do you not know me 2 All this ſignified 
nothing, ſhe ſhut the Window, and left him 
to cool his Heels in the Street till Morning; 


when Corbian ſent the Prieſts to ſpeak 4 
er, 
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her, and after them the Lawyers, but all in 
vain; ſne having the cunning, before ſhe 

pulled off her Mask, to ſecure the Curate's 
Reg iſter of the Pariſh, and had torn 


out the Leaf wherein her Marriage was 
entred. To tell you how ſhe did it, I am 


Not able; but I cannot think- a Prieſt ca- 


pable of delivering the Regiſter "of his 


Church for Money ; however it is certain, 


Madam Corb:an tore out the Leaf and burnt 


It, and then boldly affirmed ſhe was not 


Married, fo becoming Madam de Mouilliet 
again. Poor Cor bias having no other proof, 
deſired an Enquiry might be made, having 


Cohabited as Man and Wife; this the Lady 


did not deny, but publiekly accuſed her 


ſelf of having lived in a Sinful Commerce 


with him, adding, at the ſame time, that 
the remorſe of Conſcience obliged her to 
break it off, and could not believe her Re- 
pentance ought to be oppoſed; ſo frank a 
Declaration ſtopped the Judge's Mouth, and 
Corbian was left with the regret,” of having f 
loſt ſuch a Fortune by his own Fault. 
Here is another Affair which makes 4 
great noiſe, it is the Tryal of a Man, 
called Boiſſergent, who has had a good Poſt 
in the Army, and is juſt taken up at the 
Proſecution of one of Wives; I fay of 
One, he having been Convidted of Marry- 
ing Three; : I ſaw him the other Day in the 
L 3 Ws = 
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Court, and believing Poligamy was a hang- 
ing matter, I thought him a Dead Man; but 
how. many Things do we take upon Vulgar 
Opinion, and this one; for Poligamy is not 
Death in France, unleſs in Molier's Plays; 
wherefore he is in no danger, which per- 
plexeth the Judges how, or what, to con- 
demn him too; for he ought to be Sen- 
tenced to ſomething. . If J were as they, I 
ſhould make no ſuch Difficulty, but Con- 
demn Boiſſergent to live in oy ſame Houſe 
with his Three Wives; they would make 
him a pure Ring of Bells, and the poor 
Devil would faffer no leſs than he who 
formerly. was delivered. to the Harpies. I 
think it is the Puniſhmeat he beſt, deſeryes, 
and that a greater cannot be found. But 
ſee now a quite different Caſe, at the ſame 
time Boiſſergent was not Content with 
Three Wives, a Woman here finding ſhe had 
too much of One Husband, reſolved to 
get rid of him, ſhe took her time When 
all the Family were abroad, and it being 
neceſſar Uh to truſt ſome body, ſhe perſwaded 
a Pettifogger to ſhare in the Crime, pro- 


miſing to Marry him after it; the Wretch 
accepted the Bargain, and the poor Huſ- 
band was Aſſaſſinated; the Body was put 
into a Sack, which her Accomplice carried 
on his back, after which they ent together 


to the Pontnenf, to throw the Corps into 
the 


3 


8 
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the Scine; when he thought to have got rid; 
of his Burthen, the Good Wife had ſowed 
the Sack ſo ſtrongly to his Waſt- coat, 
that it drew him with it into the River, and 
| ſhe feared no more being diſcovered, but re- 
turned home, where ſhe remained ſafe; but 
continually inquiring of every body whe- 
ther they had heard any thing of her Huſ- 
band, who ſhe ſaid went from home in 
the Evening, but could not imagine why 
he did not return; every body conjectured 
what they thought moſt likely, but none 
ſuſpected her, till Six Months after, intend- 
ing to go to Confeſſion during the Jubilee, 
ſhe told all to her Confeſſor, ho finding 
the Crime ſo Enormous, thought he was 
obliged to acquaint the Magiſtrate with it; 
the Woman was put into Priſon, - but be- 
ing ſure they had no Proof againſt her, ſhe 
denied the Fact; ſhe was confronted with. 
the Confeſſor, ho was confounded When 
he found himſelf drawn into a Snare ; the. 
Criminal demanding Juſtice, and that he 
ſhould be puniſhed according to the Laws, 
for revealing Confeſſions, or as a' Calum- 
niator, if he had heard it from any other, 
unleſs he could plainly prove it; thus the 
poor Prieſt was made a Priſoner, but main- 
tained what he had ſaid: However he was 
Condemned to be burar alive, the Law 
being poſitive, and the Conſeſſor's obliged 
| L 3 3 £0. 
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to keep all Secrets, unleſs thoſe againſt the 
King's Perſon. The Woman was releaſed, 
and declared Innocent, if no other accuſe 
her; the Confeſſor has appealed to the 
Parliament, and it is yet doubtful what will 
be determined: Thus you ſee the Proverb 
made good, The Gallows is only for the un- 
fortunate; as alſo that Montpellier is not the 
only Place which produces ſuch kind of 
Monſters. Since my laſt I have had ſome 
Loſs, by the Bankrupcy of Boulinger, Re- 
ceiver General of Bretayne; J am happy it 
is not very much ; but he broke for Eight 
Hundred Thouſand Franks, which this 
wretch imployed to pleaſe the Luxury and 
Vanity of his Wife, who was a Coquette, 
the ſreeſt of her higheſt Favours in Paris ; 
ſhe had a Houſe, or rather a Palace in St. 
Mark's-ſtreet, in the Suburbs of Richelieu; 
an Equipage for a Dutcheſs, a Coach for 
Monſieur, another for Madam, a Table ex- 
travagantly Fine; where, like a Governor 
of a Province, every one came without 
Invitation; and it was every Day filled 
with Dukes and Princes; for ſhe knew no- 
thing but Quality and Beaux, looking upon 
her Husband but as a Steward or Purveyor; 
and upon pretence of an Indiſpoſition, 
which ſhe accuſed him as the Occaſion, 
tho' more likely for ſome where elſe, ſne 


gave her ſelf ſuch havghty Airs towards 
| | him, 
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him, that ſhe ſold him very dearly, what 
ſhe gave to others: Beſides her Husband, 
ſhe had ſeveral Subaltern Lovers, who con- 
tributed to her Extravagancy, and their 
own Ruin; among theſe there was one who 
had a Wife, which underſtood no Raillery 
upon this Subject; ſhe was a lively Gaſconne, 
who could not endure a little Creature riſen 
from nothing, who had not skill enough 
to place the red and white upon her Face, 
whoſe whole Stock of Merit conſiſted only 
in the whole myſtery of Coquetry : She 
could not ſuffer, I ſay, that ſuch a Woman 
Inferiour to her in all things, ſhould Steal 
her Husband's Heart from her, and he be- 
come ſuch a Fool ta ruin his Affairs and 
his Family, only to have the Honour of 
ſharing Madam Boullingers Favours, with 
Monſieur the Duke of this, and Monſieur 
the Prince of t'other ; but behold for all 
this, ſuch has been the folly of many 
Citizens, who have ever been the Cullies 
of ſuch Adventures, having had time 
enough to repent it; and the Lady's, Huſ- 
band I am talking of, would now be very 
lad he had followed his Wives, Advice, 
for he is engaged for Fifty Thouſand Franks 
and having ſigned ſeveral. Bills, is obliged 
to hide himſelf, leaſt they ſhould ſeize him, 
and not finding Boullinger, force him to 
pay what he has ingaged for. Seriouſly 
YO "Ia Shs bf alan 
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this is very fad, and I pity with all my 
Heart the Lady, who is a Woman of Merit 
and long my Friend. She told me the 
other Day, I was happy that it coſt me 
but a little Money; but ſhe eſcaped not ſo 
cheap, for her Husband had made vaſt diſſi- 
pations of more than one kind with that 
Coquette, Upon which ſhetook a Gaſconue 
Freak, and made ſome Verſes Extempore, 
which I ſend you, becauſe they pleaſed me, 
and ſhe ſent them immediately to Madam 


Boullinger, they are not very exact, but 
the Thought is Natural. | 


Boullinger, thou haughty Dame, 

And art then fallen into Shame 2 

At firſt, it muſt not be deny dl, 

We wonder'd at this Fall of Pride; 
But that this way thou ſhould'ſt fall, alack ! 
Who us'd to fall upon thy Back. 5 2 


This, tho' but indifferent, was ſoon 
ſpread through Paris, which was an ad- 
dition of Sorrow to Madam Baullingers 
Mortification; all her great Lovers aban- 
doned her, and ſhe will be reduced to a ſub- 
Farmer in ſome Corner, but thus paſſes the 
Glory of the World. I was Yeſterday at 
the Counteſs of Tarſtemberg's, where | 
found the Count de Gravel, who as you 
know was Envoy at Collen, when the King 
44 FA | would 


Freren 
would have made Cardinal Turſtemberg 
Elector; you know alſo that it was not his 
fault it ſucceeded: not, and that the King 
received him very kindly, and ſaid to the 
Dauphineſs, Monſieur Gravel ſpoke as free 
High-Dutch. as French; which gained him 
that Princeſſes Converſation, tho' ſhe was 
not pleaſed with him in her Heart: Yet 
owned he had abundance of Wit, as indeed 
he has, and is as poſitive as poſſibly can be. 
From Collen he was Envoy in many other 
Courts of Germany, and when the King 
named him to go to Poland, all his Friends 
wiſhed him Joy, thinking he was in a fair 
way to make his Fortune; yet this was the 
Rock he ſplit upon. As I am always con- 
cerned in what regards him, I prayed the 


Counteſs to tell me his whole Story when + 


he was gone; having heard but part of it 
before and that contuſedly : The Counteſs 
was willing to take the trouble; and Mon- 
ſieur de Gravel being devoted to her Family, 
ſhe is perfectly informed of his Affairs. See 
then what they were, Monſieur de Gravel 
when he went to Poland, had Orders to 
examine the Conduct of Monſieur. de Be- 
tune, to whom the King gave large Penſions 
to manage his Intereſt in that Court, but 
who was ſuſpected to act for his own: 
This Marquiſs was Brother- in- Law) to the 
Queen, Wife to Sobiesty, or at leaſt he paſt 


for 
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for ſuch, for according to the common 
Opinion; ſhe paſt for the Daughter of 
Monſieur de Arquin, Father of Monſieur 
de Betune; but thoſe who pretend to be 
better informed of the Secret of her Birth, 
affirm, that the late Queen of Poland was 
her true Mother, and that Monſieur and 
Madam de Arquin, to whom ſhe was en- 
truſted after the Effects of an Amorous ad- 
venture, had taken all ways to conceal this 

Knowledge from the Publick, by making 
her paſs for one of their Children; the ten- 
derneſs the Queen had for her, ſeemed to 
favour this Opinion; for by degrees, ſhe 
raiſed her even to the Throne ſhe 
filled, and put her in a Condition to 
lace her ſelf in it after her; her Projects 
having ſucceeded as every body knows: 

But whether the Queen of Poland who's 
Husband is lately Dead owes her Birth to 
her, who preceeded her, or to the Marquiſs 
D' Arquin, it is certain ſhe has always re- 
ſpected and look d upon him as her Fa- 
ther, and on that foot has advanced all 
his Family; beſides the Marquiſs de 
Betune; there is another Daughter of 
the Marquiſs D' Arguins at that Court, 
whom the Queen has Married to the great 
Treaſurer of Poland, and it is ſhe has cauſed 
the Diſgrace of poor . Monſieur de Gravel. 


The Queen tho' a French Woman, was ne- 
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ver ſo much in the Intereſt of France as 


ſne ought to have been; but ſhe remembred 
not, ſhe ever had been Queen, if Fraxce 
had not vigorouſly ſupported Sobzesky's In- 
tereſt, who was her Husband. Yet ſhe leſs 
regarded the Sentiments of Gratitude than 
thoſe her Vanity had filled her with; but 
jealous of our King's greatneſs, ſhe pre- 
tended to. be his equal, and did all things 
to counter ballance his Authority ; the Mar- 
quiſs de Betune who was intirely devoted to 
her, never acted but by her Motions ; thus 
you ſee the Intereſts of France were in very 
good hands. The Marquiſs whoſe Orders 
were to examin into Things, ſoon pene- 
trated this Myſtery; and notwithſtanding 
all the fine Things the Queen faid to him, 
he found her Heart was not French. The 
Marquiſs de Betune, who was very unwilling - 
to loſe his Penſions from France, was —. 
extreamly to find ſuch a clear ſighted Mi- 
niſter from thence, and having no hopes 
with all his dithmulation to prevent his Fears, 
he reſolved to ruin him; ſee then what 
means he put in practice. Monſieur de 
Gravel was inLove with the great Treaſurer's 
Siſter, or ſo calling her felt, to the Queen 
of Poland, and this Lady anſwered his Paſ- 
ſon. The Intrigue was ſettled, and the 
Commerce of Letters agreed on, ſo that his 


Amours were in the molt favourable Poſture 
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imaginable. When his Miſtreſs took a 
Fancy to give him a Rival; it was one 
Sardis an Italian, and conſequently capable 
of any thing; the Faction who were Ene- 
mies to Monſieur de Gravel, made uſe of 
this Italian to ruin him; he was ordered 
to get all the Letters Monſieur de Gravel 
had writ to his Miſtreſs out of her Hands, 
to which end he uſed all his Addreſſes, 
counterfeiting Jealouſie, till he had obtained 
this Sacrifice; the Innocent Treaſureſs giving 
him all her firſt Lover's Letters, whilſt the 
latter charmed with the Succeſs of his Ar- 
tifice, flew to give thoſe who imployed 
him an Account of his Succeſs ; the Letters 
were all Scrutinied, but the difficulty was, 
how to find ſomething to make a Crime of 
in him who writ them; they tried them 
every way without gaining their end, there 
was no mention of State Affairs; nothing 
was found but the fine Sentiments of a 
Lover, fo that they knew not what uſe to 
make of them. When the Italian thought 
of a way to make them ſerviceable, there 
was no Superſcription on theſe Fatal Letters 
to the grand Treaſureſs; ſo that ſhe not 
being named, Monſieur de Gravel only 
tiled her, my Princeſs. The Expedient 
was to acquaint the King, the Miniſter of 
France made Love to his Daughter, who 
is now Dutcheſs of Bavaria, and to con- 
vey 
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vey thoſe Letters into her Strong- Box, 
making uſe; of a Woman of her Bed- 
Chamber alſo, who declared. ſhe had ſeveral 
times received Packets from Monſieur de 
Gravel and given them to the Princeſs, ; 
but theſe Papers were French Tunes prick d 
and brought from Paris, which they care- 
fully took out of the Box, when they put 
in thoſe Letters I mentioned; thus all con- 
tributed to make Sobiesti believe Monſieur 
de Gravel had the preſumption to make 
Love to his Daughter, who growing in- 
raged, meditated à cruel Revenge; when 
the high Treaſureſs, who did not think 
thoſe Letters ſhould have produced fo ill 
an effect, declared openly they were Writ 
to her by the Marquiſs de Gravel; but the 
Faction oppoſed her Teſtimony, ſaying, it 
ought not to be received, for a return of 
kindneſs might make her ſpeak, and. that 
the place where thoſe Letters were found, 
ſhow'd. plainly. enough, what ought to be 
thought of them; yet the Lady {till main- 
tained ſhe had given them to Sardis, and it 
is believed the ill uſe he made of them 
cauſed her a deep Repentance; ſhe finding 
the diſſerence between thoſe two Lovers, 
accordingly ſhe did all ſhe could to preſerve - 
the Marquiſs de Gravel from the Danger 
which threatned him: He proteſted on his 
lide, he.never gave any thing to the Prin- 
* ceſe, 
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ceſs, but Songs which ſhe had deſired of 
him, and which he had cauſed to be brought 
from Paris by her Order; thus things were 
cleared as far as poſſible, and Sobiesti con- 
vinced of Monſieur de Gravel s Innocence; 
but thoſe who had reſolved his Ruin, ſtopt 
not here, they buzzed the King's Ears with 
freſh Suſpicions, perſwading him to give 
Orders for that Miniſter to leave the Court 
in Twenty Hours, and the Kingdom in 
Eight Days, without Appeal; the Marquiſs 
was forced to pack up his Baggage, there 
being no jeſting, and he adviſed to go 
without Noiſe, he took Poſt in the Night, 
going a by-way, while his Equipage went 
another; the Event ſhewed the Advice was 
good, for within a Days Journey from 
Warſaw, his Coach was attack d by Four 
Hundred Men, who lay in Ambuſh upon 
the Road, and doubtleſs were not there for 
nothing, he having a fair Eſcape, and his 
Enemies much Sorrow for miſſing him. 
There is no doubt but the little regard the 
Queen of Poland had for the King of 
France, to whom ſhe is a Subject born, was 
the Cauſe in that Juncture he could not do 
that for the Son of Sobiesti, which he had 
done for his Father ; but by rhis, the Prince 
of Conti has the Advantage of all the King's 
Protection. I don't know, Madam, faid l, 


to the Counteſs, whether he can — 
os 
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depend upon it; the Prince has the Origi- 
nal Sin of being of the Blood Royal, which 
is no great Advantage in this Reign, ſo that 
doubt whether the King would be pleaſed 
to ſee him mount a Throne, from whence per- 
haps he might reſent the Uſage that has been 
given him; it is true, ſaid the Counteſs, 
the Princes of the Blood are not ſo much 
in Favour ; but the King knows the Gene- 
roſity of this Prince, and has no room to 
diſtruſt him, for by raiſing him to a Throne, 
he will make him a reparation for all the 
ſubjets of Complaints he has 1 him; 
but all that grieves me in this affair, 1s, that 

r Gravel, who has been the ſufferer, 
will have no Recompence, and tho' Love 


ſeems the Cauſe of his Unhappineſs, it is 


only the Pretence; the true one being his 
Zeal for his Maſter's Intereſt, Which only 
drew it upon him; however it is moſt cer- 
tain he is undone by that only. All his 


Equipage and moſt of his Effects were loſt, 


he Was obliged to be at a great Expence 
for the avoiding the Snares laid for him, 


and I fear a long time will hardly repair 


the Damage he has ſuffered in his Fortune, 
which indeed the Court ought to make 
good, but it is an ungrateful Soil, we may 


| lay it to our Shame. After this ſhe told me, 


this whole Intrigue has been kept Secret,” 
becauſe the King not thinking fit to ſhow 
wo his 


* 
* 
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his Reſentment upon it, and therefore 
ſhe defired me not to ſpeak of it, and I 
_ defire the ſame favour of you. As no 
body knows the truth of this Story, 
ſo none have been able to aſſign true Rea- 
ſons for the effect it has produced; ſome 
ſaying Gravel had the Raſhneſs to Court 
the Queen of Poland, and was diſgraced 
for it, which I confeſs I believed it my ſelf, 
and wondered that Queen, who had ex- 
cepted the Vows of Cardinal de Bonzi, 
ſhould be ſo ſevere when ſhe was not fo 
Young ; ſince between Ambaſſador and Am- 
baſſador, there is no great difference of di- 
ſtinction, and the Marquiſs de Gravel a very 
handſome Man alſo: Thus every one thought 
their own way, as in every thing elſe which 
is but partly known. I thought I had left 
further Diſcourſe of the Court, but find I 
am fallen into it again, ſince Monſieur de 
GravePs Affair brought us into Poland, I 
think I ought to end my Letter where ! 
begun it, and will ſend you what News 
we have of the Prince of Conti, as ſoon as 
have any further Information; in the 


mean time pray make your Vows for him, 


that you may do as all thoſe do that know 


him, for never Prince was more beloved, 


nor ever had more Royal Inclinations. Some 
time ſince, one of his Domeſticks Robbed 


him of Two Thouſand Crowns, and the 
| Thief 
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Thief would certainly have been puniſned, 5 


if the Maſter had been leſs Generous; but 

the Prince of Conti took him in private, 

and ſaid, My friend, as you have ſerved me 

faithfully up ty I am willing to believe 
it was Necelſlity only made you forget your ö 
ſelf; Lam ſorry that by my Liberality, I am 

not able to keep my Domeſticks from ſuch 
Temprations, in the mean time, however, 
give you thoſe Crowns you have taken, a 
becauſe I ſuppoſe you need them ; fince it iv” 
was that which brought you to ſuch an 
Extremity, therefore go away with the 
Money, for the Noiſe it has made will not 4 
ſuffer you to continue with me. Madam, « * 4d 
Is there not ſomething very Great and Ge =. 
nerous in this proceeding, and which merits - 
every body's Concern for his Intereſt? IHE 

you pleaſe give my Compliments to the 

Biſhop of Nes; have ſeen ſome Verſes + 

he Writ upon Pegetifm, and have a kind- , * 
neſs for his Secretary who Stole them fror 
him to oblige the Publick, Monſieur e 
Nimes having the unkindneſs to rr r * | 


ſuch Excellent . 
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on From THOWLONSE 


22288 822 Was not at Maonzpelier, Madam, 
22 & when the Letter came thither, 
881 5 4 and did not receive it till Icame 
Sees hither, where it was ſent to 
. SSISSS me, and where my travelling 
eſtiny hath . me: As you deſire I 
Id give you an Account of all Places! 
5 through, I acquaint you I lay at Pee · 
HAS, if 1 had coalted the Mediterranean 
. Upog. the left leaving the Ifle of the 
famous Magelona, the Miſtreſs of Peter of 
Provence: Excuſe me if I tell you not their 


Story, for if you are curious to know it, 


you may certainly find it in your Footmens 
Library. Pezexas is, in my Opinion, one 
ol the fineſt little Citties 1 have ſeen, the 


Suburbs and Out-parts are charming, * 
0 


* a * 


r! x —— 


of Meadows and Gardens, interſected by 


delightful; but my Husband having Orders 
from Court, which obliged him to haſten 


4 — 
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fine Brooks, ſo inchanting, that the Reſi- 


dence muſt be moſt agreeable. The Prince 
of Conti is Lord of it, where they call him 


his Majeſty of Poland. I would with all 


my Heart have ſtaid there longer, (though 


J knew nothing of it before, except the 
Comedy of the Baron de Craſſe) it was ſo 


his Journey to be the ſooner at Tholouſe, we 
continued our Road to Bexiers: This City did 
not anſwer the Idea I had of it, having heard 


Earth, it would be at Beziers; I can't tell on 


| What they ground it, but I think Pezenas | 


much betrer: All the Pleaſure of Bezzers is, 
that generally the People have good Voices, 


which may be the Effect of their drinking 


the fineſt Water in the World. I left my 


Coach there, and took Boat on the Canal, 
which joins the two Seas, which is one f 


the Wonders of this Reign, though the King 
has doubtleſs leſs Share in it than Monſieur 
Colbert; but all the Honour of the Perfor- 
mance is due to Monſieur NRiguet, Father of 


the Preſident Riquet, who has married the 


Count de Broglis's Daughter, and Niece to 
Monſieur ce Baville, Intendant of the Pro- 


vince; © The Canal is exceeding” Beautiful; 


neu FV. auban ſaid, he wiſh d he had per- 


a Proverb, which ſays, if Ged lived nö 


* 
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formed that Undertaking, though he had 
never done any thing elſe : What lobſerved 
moſt curious, is the piercing through a 
Mountain, under which the Canal runs, and 
conſequently the Boats paſs for near an 
Hour; 1 wiſh'd it had laſted all Day, the 
Air being ſo cool, and having with us ſe- 
veral of Beziers, who ſing naturally, and 
wonderfully fine, it was very pleaſant to hear 
'the Eccho of their Voices under that Vault. 
Another Thing which ſurprizd me moſt 
yet, is a Place where a River runs, and there 
is a Bridge over it, which the Canal mounts, 
ſo that I was aſtoniſh'd to ſee another Bridge 
and a River under us; there are many other 
Parts, which thoſe who are Judges ſay, 
Monſieur Vauban admired, to which I gave 
no great Attention; the Ground being un- 
even, they were obliged to build Sluices, 
which was the only Iaconvenience I found 
in that Paſſage, otherways a very agreeable 
one: Every Night we met with good Lodg- 
ings, The firft at an Inn built on purpoſe, 
bur the Second we lay at Carcaſſonne, where 
there is nothing rare but a holy Handker- 
chief, which they aſſured” me was the true 
one, but 1 had not the Curioſity to ſee it, 
having ſeen others in ſeveral Places, where 
they alſo aſſur d me the ſame thing: Paſſing 
though this City, which Ithought very hand- 


ſome, they made me obſerve, that from the 
bl middle 
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middle of it all the four Gates are ſeen, 
telling me, it was a jealous Man built Car- 
caſſonne in that manner, that his Wife might 
not go abroad without his ſeeing her. My 
Husband met ſeveral there whom he knew 
heretofore in the Army, who by Vertue of 
that Acquaintance came without Ceremo- 
ny to ſee me at the Inn where I lodged ; he 
deſired me to ſhew them Reſpect, and be- 
ing People of Faſhion, I invited ſome of them 
to Supper, but was ſurpriz'd after Supper 
to find a Company of Violins enter my 
Chamber, and formally began a Ball which 
theſe Gentlemen preſented me, and to which 
the leaſt of the Place came; as they ſing ad- 
mirably at Bezzers, they dance fo at Carcaſ- 
ſonne, and are very good humour'd: The 
Ball laſted part of the Night; the next Day 
Morning we continued our Journey to Ca- 
ſtlenaudari; they ſhow'd me the Place where 

Monſieur de Montmorency loſt the Battle 
againſt the King's Army, or rather againſt 
the Cardinal Richelieu; and I cannot but 
bear an ill Will to thoſe who ſhut the Gates 
of the Town againſt that unfortunate Prince, 
when he was forced to fly from his too- 
Powerful Enemies, into whoſe Hands his Un- 

happineſs threw him, who, as you know, 
gave him no quarter. [-have ſeen at Thon- 
louſe the Place where he was beheaded, ' 


| we the Marks 'of his Blood are to be ſeen” 
. M 1 8 ** 
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againſt the Wall: The Parliament condem- 
ned him with weeping Eyes, and I found 
ſome were there at that time, who told me 
many Particulars of which I had not heard: 
Madam de St. Joiri ſaid it was a great 
while ſince Monſieur de Montmorency was 
brought to her Caſtle, before he was carried 
to Tbonleſe, and carefully guarded in it, 
where. the Princeſs of Conde had alfo an 
Apartment; after having done all in her 
Power to obtain a Pardon for her Brother ; 
but ſeeing the Cardinal. determined for his 
Ruin, reſolved to fave him, and deſtroy 
that Miniſter ; this Defign ſhe communica- 
ted to the Marquiſs de St. Joiri, and deſired 
her Aſſiſtance in it: The Marquiſs who was 
then very young, and but lately married, 
gave her a Promiſe, and kept the Princeſſes 
Secret. The Projet was, that the Princeſs 
ſhould have a Poinard under her Coat, and 
when the Cardinal, who was in Love with 
her, came to viſit her, ſhe could carry him 
into the Garden, where Madam de St. Joiri 
ſhould attend at the Door with ſome other 
Ladies, and every one having alſo a Poi- 
vard, at the Signal of the Princeſs, they 
ſhould all fall upon him : He had doubtleſs 
endured the Fate of Orpheus, if his * 
had not put by the Blow. I knew not 
whether he had any Jealouſie or Omen of 
what was prepared for him; but when the 
1 Princeſs 
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Princeſs had led him into the Arbour, this 
Machiavel fo diflembled, and promiſed her, 
her Brothers Life with ſo many Oaths, that 
the poor Princeſs was perſwaded he meant it, 
and ſhe making no Sign, loſt her Reſolition 
of killing him, and faving her Brothers Life, 
and the Ladies put up their Poinards and never 
had another Opportunity ; for the Cardinal 
next Morning removed him to T houlauſe, where 
he was put into the Town-houſe Priſon. 
Madam de St. Joiri told me further, that 
while Monſieur Je Montmorancy was iti Her 
Caſtle, the Princeſs entreated her to ac- 
uaint him with fomething of Importance, 
the Thing was difficult to be done, but this 
little Lady accompliſh'd it, ſhe went in the 
Night bare Footed and in her Smock, to his 
Chamber, lay down gently upon His Bed, 
for fear he ſhould ſtart in waking, and His 
Guards know any thing ; finding he was not 
aſleep, ſhe whiſpered in his Ear all ſhe was 
intruſted with, and returned without being 
diſcovered, though ſhe was forced to go 
and come through the Room where the 
Guards lay on Matreſſes upon the. Floor. 
Madam de St. Joiri, who is very old, ac- 
quainted me alſo, with many Things and 
Circumſtances of this Nature: I had greater 
Pleaſure'to hear them from one of her Age, 
than to read thoſe Authors who have writ” 
ten the Story, the firſt ſpeaking what they 
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have ſeen. A Prieſt who accompanied Mon- 
ſieur de Montmorency's Confeſſor when he 
went to die, told me tother Day, coming 
out of his Chamber, he made ſome. feel his 
Pulſe, to ſhew them he was not moved, 
and kept the ſame Tranquility till he came 
to the Scaffold; but Madam, added he, at 
the Sight of that, he was not the ſame, 
though he ſhewed no Signs of Weakneſs. 
The Scaffold being very low, his Blood flew 
againſt the Wall, and there remains the 
Marks of it; where they executed him as 
it were zxcognito by the Cardinals Orders: 
Another Scaffold was made in the Place of 
St. George, to amuſe the Populace, whom 
they had reaſon to fear might attempt to 
reſcue him. Madam de Gramond, Mother 
of the Biſhop of St. Papoxl, and Wife to 
one of Monſieur Montmorencys Judges, who 
knew all that paſſed in this Bloody Scene, 
waited at the Gate of the Town-houfe in a 
Mourning Coach to receive the Body of 
this unhappy Prince, as he had deſired in 
his Will; ſhe ſtaid long in the Street, but 
as ſoon as the Execution was over, all the 
Town-houſe Gates were opened, the Coach 
went in, and this Lady drown'd in Tears, 
received his Body, and carried it to the Cor- 
deliers Church, were it was depoſited, till 
his Widow reclaimed it, to put it in the 
magnificent Mauſoleum, ſhe erected for it 30 
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the Nuns Church at Moulins, in which Re- 
ligious Houſe that Lady ended her Days. 
The Biſhop of St. Papaul told me, that 
ſome time before, Monſieur de Hontmorency 
openly declared his Deſigns; he ſaid to 
Monſieur de Gramond, the Biſhop's Father, 
Sir, if I were. accuſed of ſome Crime 
before your Tribunal, would you condemn 

me: Yes, my Lord, anſwered Monſieur de 
Gramond, for if you were guilty, I am ſure 
your Highneſs, would condema your ſelf; 
you are in the right, ſaid the Duke, we 
ſhould never do any unjuſt. Thing, but 1 
hope that will never happen; thus he was 
ſo far from having any ill Will againſt Mon- 
ſieur de Gramond, who was obliged, by the 
Laws to pronounce Sentence againſt him, 
that he intruſted the Care of his Body to 
his Wife, preſenting her with a fine Diamond, 
which is ſtill in the Family, for I have 
ſeen it in Madam de Lanta's Hands. Here you 
find Particulars, which aſſuredly you never 
met in Hiſtory, which I have from Originals: 
But methinks , theſe Circumſtances have 
turned me out of the Way, therefore I will 
ſpeak of theſe I ſaw and heard at Thoulonſe, 
before I tell you I am arrived there; in the 
mean time, for Form ſake, I muſt follow 
the Road Step by Step. I went from Ca- 
 filenaudarg to Thoulouſe by the Canal; ar- 
riving at that City, which they call the 
* 9 Holy, 


* 
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Holy, I found the little Samſon, Son of the 
Receiver of the Aſſignments, whom you 
know /: I underſtood by him, he had lately 
married a Niece- of Madam de Pontebar- 
trains, to whom the Intendency of Mon- 
tunbas ſerved for a Portion; I went to ſee 
| her, ſhe ſhewed me abundance of Civilities, 
inviting me to a Feaſt, which the Capitols 
of Thonlouſe (for thus they call their Alder- 
men) made for her ; The Name of Capitols, 
as they averr, comes from the Capitol of 
\ Rome theſe Charges paſt, Enoble the Bearers ; 
and Monſieur de Noailes, when he was ob- 
liged to make his Proofs of Nobility, to ob- 
rain the blue Ribbon of the Order of the 
Holy Ghoſt, did no more than ptoduce the 
Capitoulat of one of his Anceſtors : But to 
go on, the Feaſt thoſe Gentlemen made Ma- 
dam Samſon was magnificent: After a Col- 
lation, followed a Ball in the Hall of the 
Conſiſtory, which is the Place where they 
do Juſtice; they after ſhewed us all the 
Parts of the Building, which was formally 
the Palace of the old Counts of Tbonlouſe, 
where are yet remaining fine Paintings of 
that time. Madam Samſon went ſoon af- 
ter to Montauban, and we parted extream 
good Friends, ſhe making me promiſe her 
to viſit her in her Intendancy, which I have 
not taken Care to keep. I was in the Cor 
deliers Church, and faw the famous Charnel- 
| houſe 
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houſe 1 heard ſo much of, where Bodies re- 
main intire for ſeveral Ages; that of fair 
Paula, keeps ſtill ſome Marks of Beauty. 
asked thoſe good Fathers, by what means- 
they preſerved thoſe Bodies from Corrupti- 
on; they told me they buried them firſt in 
a certain Earth, which waſted the Fleſh, and 
when they were ſufficiently dried, they ſet 
them in the Air, and put them in order in 
their Charnel-houſe + While the Monk dif- 
courſed with me, I ſaw ſeveral Men come 
down from the Ciock- Tower, with Dead on 
their Shoulders, from whom the open Air 
had abſolutely taken off all offenſive Smell, 
by which I judged the good Cordelier had in- 
formed me truly. From the Cordetiers I 
went to St. Serains Church, where the Bo- 
dies of many Saints are buried, from whom 
Thoulouſe bares the Name of Holy; they 
ſhow'd me a prodigious number of Saints 
and Martyrs Bodies: I cant tell how Rome 
may be pleaſed with it, for I think ſhe 
Boaſls of having the very ſame, it may be 
they are multiplied ; I kne nothing of it, 
but certainly they ate magnificently enſnri- 
ned: After having ſeen them at St. Sermms, 
I faw them paſs in Review in a Proceſſion, 
made a little while after for the deli - 
verance of the City; that is, when the 
Mhjgiers were -driven out, and had exter- 
michsted all the Proteſtents.” 1 has... be 
rl ED | ieved 
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lieved the laſt mentioned impoſed upon us, 
when they charged us with adoring Images 
and Relicks, but I am now convinced, the 
Accuſation is true; for when the holy Thorn 
paſſed by, every one fell on their Knees be- 
fore it; becauſe, ſay they, it was taken out 
of our Saviour's Crown. I have alto ſeen 
them proſtrate themſelves before an Image 
of the Virgin Mary, which they call our 
Lady the Black. They told me, to autho- 
rize this Adoration; that this Image was 
miraculous, telling me, upon a'certain time 
a Fire began in one of the Suburbs, which 
all the Holy Water in the Town could not 
quench, that they carried the holy Sacra- 
ment alſo without any Effect; they were at 
laſt forced to have recourſe to our Lady, 
the Black, whoſe Preſence immediately. ex- 
tinguiſhed the Fire; nay, they aſſured me, 
they had ſeen her ſhed Tears, with many 
other Stories. of the ſame Nature. The 
Benediftine Fathers poſſeſs this Treaſure, 
and expoſe it not every Day, but draw 
great Retributions from thoſe Perſons that 
have any recourſe to this Image, On ſuch 
Days when their fine Proceſſions are made 
at Thoulouſe, a prodigious Multitude of 
Strangers come in Crowds from the Neigh- 
bouring Parts, ſome for Devotion, others 
for Curioſity. One of theſe Pilgrims fell 
ſick, and died in the Inn where he alight? 3 
6 | tne 
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the Hoſt acquainted the Curate with it, in 
the Pariſh'/a' Dalbade, and the Deceaſed was 
depoſited in the Church till the time of his 
Interrment. The next Day a devout Woman, 
which ſaid her Prayers in the ſame Chapel, 
thought ſhe heard ſomething ſtir in the 
Coffin, and ran affrighted to call the Prieſt; 
they treated her at firſt as whimſical, but as 
ſhe perſiſted. ſhe had heard ſome Noiſe, they 
opened the Coffin, and found the Man 
alive, making a Sign, by which they ap- 
prehended he deſired to be let Blood; he 
was ſo, but that Endeavour proved uſeleſs, 
and he expired ſoon after: Behold what I 
have ſeen within this Fortnight, and what 
makes me 'tremble to think of it, for T 
fancy the Living are often interr'd, and 
dread ſuch a Fare: But let us leave theſe 
melancholy Reflections. I was about this 
time witneſs to an Adventure, which tho 
it had nothing fo diſmal in it, yet might 
have had a bad Conſequence for the Perſon 
to whom it happened; one of thoſe Coun- 
try Gentlewoman, whom Devotion brought 
to Thoulouſe, lodged in an Inn where Stran- 
gers were alſo, among others, two Mer- 
chants of Bourdeaux lay in a Chamber join- 
ing to that was aſſigned her; ſhe riſing in 
the Night on ſome Occaſion, inſtead of re- 
turning to her Chamber, by chance went 


into that where the two Merchants lay, and 
3 into 
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into their Bed inſtead of her own; that 
- Which contributed to her Error was, ſhe had 
2 Kinſwoman: lay with her, ſhe perceiving 
ſome Body afleep, but not whether one or 
more, ſhe made no doubt but it was her 
Relation, and flept without fear; but her 
Surprize was extraordinary when ſhe awaked 
early in the Morning, and found herſelf 
in Bed with two young Sparks, who looked 
not as if they intended to give her Quar- 
ter; holy Virgin, cried ſhe, draw me out] 
of this Peril into which my Imprudence 
has caſt me, ſaying this, ſhe endeavoured 
to ſteal out of the Bed as ſoftly as poſlible, 
but ſhe ccould not avoid treading on one 
of their Feet, who opened one Eye and 
hut it again to fleep on; while the poor 
| Gentlewoman ran as quick as poſſibly ſhe 
could, trembling, to her Chamber and her 
Couſin, telling her what beſel her having 
great difficulty to recover herbFright: But what 
was as odd, at Dinner one of the Merchants 
ſaid, he thought he had a kind of a Viſion 
in the Morning, and that he ſaw a Wo- 
man in her Smock riſe out of his Bed, he 
was laugh d at for his Viſion, for the Gen- 
tle woman unfolded the whole Story her- 
ſelf, while the two Merchants diſpair d for 
looſing a good Fortune, which came to 
them even in their Bed; and the Gentle- 


woman thought the eſcaped by her e 
latory 
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Bens, hn, 


ſand Franks in Marriage; her Father being 


all the Formalities neceſſary to prove her 


had ſome Reaſon to approve of before —— 
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latory Prayers to the Virgin Mary. Mon- 
ſieur de Monteſpan told me this Story at 
Madam Lanta's, who is Monſieur de Ri- 
guet s Daughter, and had two hundred thou- 


Contriver of the Canal, ſhe married Mon- 
Geur de la Vallette an Senechal of 
Zhoulouſe, of one of the beſt Families in 
this Country; ſhe lived with him three 
Years, but not being accommodated, the 
accuſed him of Impotence, and underwent 


Accuſation : After a long Procedure the 
Marriage was diſſolved, ood ſhe was per : 


mitted to marry whom ſne pleas d; the — — 


Monſieur de Lanta, who as Folks ſay, ſhe 


proſecuted poor Monſieur Cornaſſon, who 
had ſo great an Affliction for being ſepara» 
ted from his Wife, that he became a Reli- 
gious Man, and died ſoon after. Monſieur 
de Lanta is the Nephew of the Biſhop of 
St. Papaul; and they ſay, when the Biſhop 


acquainted the Archbiſhop of Thaulouſe with 


his Nephews Wedding; he ſaid Monſieur 
de Lanta is a very bold Man, to take ano- 
ther Man's Wife, and the Countries Money 
at the ſame time, meaning, that Madam de 
Lantd's Portion aroſe from. Monſieur de Ri- 
quers cheating the Country of their Money 
when he 010. the Canal; however it = 
this 
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this Marriage has proved happy; Madam 
de Lauta having fine Children, though her 
Steps towards it were rough and dangerous, 
yet ſhe is not the leſs eſteemed at preſent; 
her Houſe is here, as Madam de Blaves at 
Avignon, where they play high, and there 
is every Night great Company. Madam 
de Riquet her Siſter, is with her; and Mon- 
ſieur de Monteſpan is fo deeply in Love with 
ber, that he has written to the Pope for his 
Permiſſion to marry her, alledging the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons imaginable; and I doubt 
not his Requeſt had been granted, if the 
Pope had received his Letter, which is one 
of the fineſt I ever ſaw; but Monſieur de 
Louvois, to whom Monſieur Monteſpan 
ſhew'd the Minutes of it, aſſur d him, #4 he 
ſent it to the Pope he would provoke the 
King, he was a loſt Man, and would ruin 
the Fortune of the Marquiſs D' Antin's Son: 
Poor Monſieur Monteſpan, frighted by theſe 
Threats, retained his Letter, which he ſtill 
keeps, and did me the Favour to ſhow it 
me; he is one of the beſt kind of Men can 
be ſeen, being lately at play for a confide- 
rable Sum, Madam de Trauts, who was pre- 
ſent, wiſh'd he might winn, which he did, 
and made that Lady a Preſent of 'a Watch 
worth forty Piſtoles as Thanks for her good 
Wiſhes. I think I ſhould not have accepted 


it, but Madam Trauts took it without > 
. er 
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ther Ceremony, ſaying, Monſieur knows 
Jam in a diſordered Fortune, and he is 
pleaſed to mend it, therefore I ought not to 


' refuſe his Favour : Although Monſieur de 


Monteſpan has no Difficulty in ſpeaking of 
his Wife's Conduct, he does not like to be 
rallied upon it, but polite and obliging as 
he is, he has not ſpared thoſe Ladies who 
would divert themſelves on that Chapter. 


Not long ſince, playing at Cards, he threw 


down the King of Hearts, which he loſt, 
and being vex d a little, a Preſident's Lad) 
having a Mind to be witty upon it, cried, 
ah, Monſieur, it is not the King of Hearts 
who has done you the wrong. Monſieur 
Monteſpan angry with his Loſs and her ill- 
timed Wit together, anſwered, If my Wife 
is worth a Louis, you are not worth 
half a Crown. After this, in a Maſquerade 
he went to a Ball in a Mask, where the 
ſame Lady was Queen, and before all the 
Company, laſh'd her with a Whip, and went 
out again without being: diſcovered, though 
he was ſuſpected ;' however not being able 
to prove it, and the Lady having drawn the 
Affront upon her ſelf, there was no more 


made of it; but however it made the Wo- 
men more circumſpect. Here is the King 


of Denmarks youngeſt Son, and with him 
ſeveral Men of Quality and” Merit, who 
ſpeak very good French, whom we have 

{een 
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ſeen at Paris, one of them is called Monſieur 
Pleich, whole Father is Plenipotentiary at 
Ryſwick : He told me laſt Night, the Ele- 
ctor of Saxony's Party grows ſtronger every 
Day, and according to all appearance, the 
Prince of Conti would have but ill Succeſs 
in his Voyage, but that he had doubled the 
Sound, and the King of Denmark treated 
him in his Paſſage. This is all I know of 
the matter, only that a Trunk in the Prince 
of Contis Poſt-Chaile, broke on the Road, 
where was found a great many Snufi-Boxes, 


which that Prince was carrying to Poland; 


upon which, a young Gaſcone ſaid, Alas / alas! 
would he have taken them by the Noſe; 
the force and manner of ſeeing it, ſet us all 
a laughing ; however, the Vivacity of 
the Gaſcoxe is ſurprizing, I have never ſeen 
any ſo quick at Reparrec, I ſhould never 
have done, if I ſhould give you Examples 
of thoſe I hear every Day ; they are accu- 
ſed of a falſe Heart, with a ſharp Wit, 
which I have not yet found, and can fay 
nothing but of their Wit.. The Ladies are 
here as in other Places, that is, ſomething 
coquette, but their manner is not ſo free as at 
Monpellier, and they fay, they don't main- 
tain their reſerved Airs when alone, ſo that 
all comes to the ſame thing. Here are very 
fine Watks, and a Courſe where one may 


ſee abundance of Coaches, as alſo a fine 
; Garden 
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Garden called Freſcati, where they walk as 
in the Tuilleries at Paris, When I was a 
little acquainted with the Country, I went 
to Montauban, as I had promiſed Madam 
Samſon, who treated me wonderfully; and 
invited ſeveral People of Quality, among 
whom was Monſieur de Grillo, who com- 
mands the Troops in that Country; they 
| ſpent the Night at play, but as I am not 
altogether Miſtreſs of my Time, I took my 
leave of the Company next Day, to return 
hither, but ſaw the Courſe of Montauban 
before I left it, which is very pretty: They 
ſhewed me the Biſhop's Garden, which is a 
fine Walk. I faw this Prelate with whom+ 
I came acquainted at Monpellier, he is cal- 
led Nemond, and is a near Relation of Ma- 
dam de Miremoin's Son-in-law ; he told me 
almoſt all his Flock was compoſed of new 
Converts, who gave him great Trouble to 
guide them. Above all ar preſent, having 
a Notion in their Head, that the re-eſta« 
bliſhment of their Religion will be an Ar- 
ticle in the future Peace, which the Prince 
of Orange will not ſign but upon thoſe 
Conditions; but I believe theſe poor People 
deceive themſelves, and that the Prince of 
Orange will rather think of his own Inte- 
reſt, and ſecure thoſe three Crowns which 
he has placed upon his Head. This is all, 
Madam, that I have ſeen at Montaubar, 
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and I cannot give you a more exact Ac- 
count of my Conduct. When I know the 
Map of Thoulouſe a little better, I will give 
it you; here is at-preſent both Opera's Co- 
medies, and Gaming, and many Families of 
Quality. Here is abundance of Religious 
People, and Maſſes with Muſick, with ma- 
ny other Acts of Religion, which arc 
reckoned here amongſt their Pleaſures and 
Diverſions : Thus every Body may chuſe as 
they pleaſe. Adieu, Madam, I believe J 
ſhould write till Morning if my Paper did 
not oblige me to end. | 


Madam | 
I am, Oc. 


I. 


_ XVI 
From PARIS. 


O not complain, Madam, you 
2 are obliged to travel; a Life of 
J Motion is, in my Opinion, the 
moſt diverting imaginable; above 
all, when one travels with ſo much Plea- 
ſure, as methinks you have had in all your 
Journey: Youſee the moſt charming Coun- 
try, and your Delights are always diverſi- 
fied, whilſt here we have the ſame Opera 
for ſix Months, and are reduced to hear the 
wretched wit of the Alles, to whom the 


Field of Battle is left, fince the War has 


taken away the Officers ; if the Peace does 
not mend this, there is no living here, but 
we muſt deſert Paris, Your Dane, fcr 
ought I ſee, is a true Prophet; the Prince of 
Ceuth | is returned from Poland, and the Pre- 

N 3 tenſions 
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tenſions he had there, the Elector of Saxony 
has carried it from him, and the King has 
diſgrac'd the Abbot of Poligaac, who is ac- 
cuſed of not having done all he might en 
this Occaſion, though perhaps he has done 
more than his Duty. His particular Orders 
from Court are not known, and it may be 
his Diſgrace is but a Pretence. Preparati- 
ons are already making for the Marriage of 
the Duke of Burgundy. The little Princeſs 
of Savoy is not beautiful, but there is Help 
in one ſo Young, Time may embelliſh her. 
She has abundance of Wit, and the King 
loves her even to dotage; all ſaw her ar- 
rival with Pleaſure, and ſne coming to ce- 
ment the Peace, there is hopes ſhe will re- 
ſtore the Pleaſures of the Court, and that 
the Peace being general, may alſo be dura- 
ble. In the mean time, our great Devotee, 
who ſits at the upper end of the Table, at 
the Invitement of Monfieur Champlatrus got 
the Marquiſs de Lance baniſh'd, on pretence 
of her irregular Conduct; but the chief 
Reaſon was, they play'd at her Houſe as 
high as at Monſieur de Champlatrus, whoſe 
Neighbour ſhe was, and many liked going 
thirher, better than to that devout Magi- 
ſtrate's, this has made Madam de Lanes s 
Friends exclaim; but their Murmurs has 
not prevented the Effect of the King's Let- 
ter, which commanded her to be gone in 
. twenty 
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twenty four Hours. As I had no Know- 
ledge of this Lady, I asked Monſieur de la 
Forte, Who ſhe was, and you ſhall find 
what he told me. Madam de Lane being 
a young Woman with a great deal of Beau- 
ty and Wit, but very little Fortune, would 
— her ſelf a Name without giving her 
elf a Maſter : To this Purpoſe, ſnhe made 
her Mother be dreſſed like a Man; the 
Complaifant Mother under this Habit, and 
the Name of the Marquiſs de Lanee made 
Love to her Daughter, and married her in 
a very little time. This Wedding was open- 
ly made in the Sight of the World Soon 
after which,” the Marquiſs "de Zave& was ob» 

liged to be gone, and the Mother. having 
reſt 23 own in _ returned to — 
Marquiſs de 'Lanee, Who by this pretende 

Maple, was ered Inn ; from thoſe 
Rules a Maid is bound to abſerve: She 
took a handſome Houſe, and Equipage ſui 
table to her Quality of Marquils, and made 
uſe of Gaming to bear the Charges: Soon 
after cauſing the Report of that Fantom 
her Husband's Death, putting her ſelf in 
deep Mourning, that as the Marquils's 
Widow, with the Help of Play, ſhe made 
a very conſiderable Figure here. dhe had 
about her, two or three young handfome 
Women, to whom'ſhe gave Diet and Lodg- 
ing, into whoſe Conduct ſhe” declared ſhe 


„% Lr XVI, 
made no Inſpection, which contributed to 
the Satisfaction of the Company whereto 
all the Witty Men of Court and Town 
were deſirous to be added. They went to 

her Houſe about five in the Afternoon, eve- 
ry one giving a Piſtole at the beginning of 
Play, which continued till Midnight, and 
then followed an excellent Supper. Thus 
being all rather Men of Senſe than mere 
Gameſters, the Converſation at Table was 
admirable, and without Scandal or Noiſe, 
the Marquiſs having found the Way to make 
herſelf: reſpected as if ſhe had been a Prin- 
ceſs: Beſides; ſhe admitted none but Peo- 
ple of Quality, who made it a Pleaſure to 
be extraordinarily entertained for a Piſtole, 
and enjoy moſt excellent Converſation into 
the bargain; beſides that, Madam de Lanes 
had a prodigious deal of Wit; thoſe which 
met at her Houſe having alſo abundance, 
they increaſed the Pleaſure of each other. 
The Company broke up about Four in the 
Morning, the Marquiſs went to Bed about 
Five, and about Noon took ſome Soop, and 
with that was content till Supper. This 
Courſe of Life returned every third Day, 
and would have done ſtill, if Monſieur de 
Champlatrus had not grown jealous and en- 
vious, finding every Day drew ſome of his 
Company from him; he acquainted the 
King it was a diſorderly Houſe; he believe 


it, 


4 
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it, and this poor Woman, Who by her In- 
duſtry got a conſiderable Revenue, is abſo- 
lutely ruined; all thoſe whovſed her Houſe, 
are as it were out of Bufineſs, not know- 
ing what to do with themſelves; it is plea- 
fant to hear in what manner they curſe” all 
hypocritically.devout Magiſtrates; I found 
ſomething ſo uncommon in the Story of 
this pretended Marquiſs, that I thought it 
would not be unpleaſant to you to know 
it; I ſend it as a certain Truth, as you may 
receive it, attending every Day the Conclu- 
ſion of the Treaty of Peace. It is believed, 
Conditions will not be over advantagious 
for France; but what harm does it to us, 
it concerns us very little, whether the King 
enlarges or contracts his Dominions, pro- 
vided we may eat our Bread in Peace, with- 
out being always oppreſt with Taxes, 
with which the People are grie vouſſy 
afflicted. I was ſheun lately ſome Hu- 
mourous Verſes, written upon the new 
Tax on Coats of Arms, you will find ſome- 
thing indecent, but that's the Poets Fault 
and not mine, I waſh my Hands * it, 
and thus it Is. 
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Tou who devour all by your Fillanies, 

Farmers of Seals, Laws, and Amories, 
Infamous Wretches, void of Truth and Grace, 
*Spite of your Teeth, and your accurſed Race; 

IAI bear the T----ds of Or, in Fields of Gules, 
And ſee if you will bite at them, you Fools. 


I dare lay a Wager a Gaſcone writ this; 
perhaps you may find him at Thoulouſe; for 
it is a Freak ſmells of the Gaſcone; not that 
the Seine wants the Virtue of verſifying : 
Since we are fallen upon the Jackets of 
thoſe who farm the Revenue, ſee what was 
written upon one of the Farmer's Wives, 
who is very much painted, who ſpeaking 
before ſome ſhe thought not fo great as 
her ſelf, diſcourſed of her Houſe in Town, 
and that in the Country, Tooking on the 
Company with Contempt, and deſcribed 
her Fine Apartments ' and her Stair-Caſe, 
which coſt ren thouſand Crowns Painting. 
A Lady, one of your Friends, made theſe 
Verſes, and flip'd them into the proud Far- 
It is not bard for you we own, 

To build ith Country or in Town ; 

All things to your Deſires give way, 

Our Sorrows for your Pleaſures pay ; 

While Fortune idolixes you, 

None can build like you, tis true; 

For Beams grow on your Husband s Head, 

And Plaiſter on your Face is ſpread, You 
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Lou may be ſure ſhe was not over boaſt- 
ing of her Bargain : She that made them 
gave ſeveral Copies to her Acquaintance, 
by which means I obtained them. I can 
ſay no more at preſent, - this being the 
tenth Letter I have written to Day: It is al- 
moſt Midnight, and I am ready to fall 
aſleep. Adieu. Write to me as often as you 
can; above all, love me as I deſire you to 
believe I ever do you. | 
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531 —_— that if | hed not re- 
3 "ceived it from you, I ſhould 
388388 think it a Fable: They ſay, 
there's nothing new under the Sun, yet I think 
this is, for ſure it was never heard a Daugh- 
ter married her-Mother. The Country I 
am in produces no ſuch. Adyentures, nor 
that from whence I am come, for you muſt 
not think I have ftayd all this while at 
Thoulouſe. I have made a very agreeable 
Turn about theſe Parts, ſince I writ to you, 
though it was in ſo rough and rugged a 
Soil, that they never had ſeen a Coach 
4 there before mine, and I thought it would 


have coſt me my * for going in 5 
| the 
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the Ways are ſo narrow, that the Coach- 
man overturned. us in àa River, out of 
which we were draun by Miracle ; Ve ar- 
rived very much diſordered at Quillian, 

- little Village in the Pyrenean Mountains. 
Twas: frighted at that Country, which they 
told me was only inhabited by Wolves and 
Bears, I had nothing on but my Night- 
cloaths. Ion, thinking it not worth dieſſing 
me to ſee nothing but Wild Beaſts. I was 
much ſurpriz d to ind abundance of Qua- 
lity, of 4 thoſe Mountains are a Nur- 
ſery: The Marquiſs de Leven, thoſe of 
Chalabre, and de Sainte Columbe,, came to 
Auillian to ſee us, preſenting us with Wild 
Boars, Kids, &c. I brought ſome with me, 
of which I made a Prefene to the Prince of 
Denmark, among others a little wild Pig 
with which he was much pleaſed, but there 
is nothing ſo falſe as what the Naturaliſts 
tells us of the Bears, they coming into the 
World like other Animals, and not like an 
unformed Maſs, which I have ſeen, and 
therefore you may believe me: Beſides 
theſe Gentleman 1 ſaw at Quillian, i made 
an Acquaintace with a very pretty Crea- 
ture called Madam Deſcouloabre, ſhe is the 


Miarquiſs de Chelabre's Daughter, but mar. 
ried to a Man fo jealous, that he does not 


permit her to ſpeak to any Body; though 


in my Favour he was a little humanized; 
IAQ and 
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and ſuffered her come to my Lodging, 
where ſhe eat with us, thinking it the 
happieſt Time of her Life, and wiſh'd it 
might t laſt, I left her with Sorrow, and 
her. You may judge of her Huſ- 
nd's Jealouſie by what I am telling you 
— going to ſee a Neighbour, inen ri- 
ding behind him, he threw her off the 
Horſe, becauſe he heard the Cuckow ſing, 
drawing his Piſtol to purſue that poor Bird 
to Death, for denouncing fuch an unhap- 
py Fortune. Beſides the Danger in the 
River, my Coach was expoſed to another; 
I told you before, they had never ſeen ſuch 
a Thing at Quillias; I came there ma 
Time when they much wanted Rain, and 
made Proceſſions every Day to obtain ſome, 
but theſe being of no © Effect, the Inhabi- 


tants of the Place being extream ſuperſti- 
tious and rant, imagined it was that 


igno 
ſtrange Monſter of a Coach which hindred 
their Prayers from being heard, upon which 
ſhe held a kind of Counſel, and after ha- 
ving conſidered the Matter, with great de- 
_ liberation, that rouling Machine was con- 
demned to be drowned in the River. You 
will believe, Madam, I was not inform- 
ed of this Sentence, however they found 
ſome difficulty in the Execution, and there- 
fore reſolved to make uſe of Policy, / and 


rake their Time when all were aſleep; 'and 
one 
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one Night being in the firſt of mine, I was 
waked by the Noiſe they made in drawing 
it out of the Place it ſtood in. I was ſtart- 
led to hear it rumble at fuch an unuſual 
time of Po e called our Servants, 
Who found a thirty Fellows pulling it, 
but they fled as ſoon as they faw them ad- 
vance toward them; a Moment loft had 
been the Loſs of my Coach, but fimce, I 
have ordered a Centinel to guard it. Lou 
will eaſily believe no Gentlemen were 'tal- 
led to this Council, though they all had 
the Pleaſure of laughing at it, and told me 
the Proceedings of the whole Deliberation, 
and many Stories of theſe Peoples Genius. 
From Quillian | went to Perpignan, where 
my Husband had Orders to confer with 
the Duke de Yendome. This City is the 
Capital of Roaſidlon, every Body ſpeaks 
French, and I met there a good ſort of Peo- 
ple; I came acquainted with a Caralonian 
Captain of Dragoons, who was lately ta- 
ken Priſoner of War, he was a handfome 
and well ſhaped Man, with an Oval Face, 
his Noſe ſomething Aguitain, large hand- 
ſome black Eyes as poſſible, his Complexi- 
on brown, his Mouth large, with two rows | 
of Teeth as white as Ivory, his Name Dos 
Franciſco Benavides, He made me a Vitit * 
as ſoon as I arrived, and when we were 
acquainted, he entreated me to OI if 
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for him with Monſieur de Vendome, to ob- 
tain his Leave upon his Parole, to take a 
Journey. I alſo deſired my Husband to do 
the ſame, when he had intruſted me with 


the Reaſons which made him deſire his 


Liberty; he confeſs d to me he had loved 
a Catalan Lady five Years, but would ne- 
ver part with her Name, and at firſt he 
found a great difficulty to acquaint me with 
the Adventure, which ſhewed me he had 
a true Conſideration for her; but the Plea- 
ſure he took in ſpeaking of her, and the 
Want he had of me, inſenſibly engaged 
him to tell what I had ſo much a Deſire 
to know; he told me then that the Duty of 
his Poſt having obliged him to go into Ca- 
zalonia, where that Ladies Husband com- 
manded, he ſhewed her thoſe Reſpects which 
Civility and Decency require, but finding 
_ ſhe had all Power over the Mind of her 
Husband, he begg'd her to diſpoſe him 
in his Favour ; the Lady was generous, and 
he had no great Difficulty to make her in 
his Intereſt, by telling her all the Misfor- 

tunes had befallen him, he found the Se- 
cret to enter her Heart by the Door of 
Compaſſion, which in my Opinion is 
no bad Way. This Lady who he never 
called by any other Name than the Sig- 
nora Magarita uſed her Intereſt vigo- 
rouſſy for him, without examining what 
| CO uo ang Try "Ow Motives 
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Motives they were which made her act. 
Don Franciſco on his ſide, thinking what he 
did at firſt, was only through Intereſt; and 
then, acknowledgment found his Heart had 
gone much farther, and that the Signora's,” 
ſweet and obliging manner, had more 
ſtrongly engaged him. She was about Six 
and Twenty Years Old, but did not ſeem 
ſo much; her Size was ſomething below the 
middle, and pretty Plump, which is no 
defect in the Spaniſh Women; this was at- | 
tended with a healthful Air, which made #s 3 
her very lovely: Her Neck, Arms and 1 
Hands were of a perfect Form, her Com- 
plexion ſomething Brown, as the Spantards' 
are; the Turn of her Face was lovely, and 
her Features regular ; her Eyes and Month 
above all extreamly beautiful, and her Teeth 
white; ſhe might very well be called a 
lovely Woman; the had a Turn of Wit and 
Diſtinction in all ſhe did, wich an Inclina- 
tion to Melancholly, but it was ſweet and” 
rectified by Reaſon: And fo far from ill 
Humour, that it ſpread a Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion over all her Actions; ever 
buſied in the Care of her Family, that one 
would have thought her only proper for 1 
Domeſtick Affairs; but yet ſhe was capable  , - } 
of every thing; when ſhe appeared at Court, 7 
ſhe was ſoon diſtinguiſhed in the moſt ad. 
vantagious manner, by which ſhe contri- 5 
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buted to her Husband's Fortune, whom 
by an effect of her Stars, without: Intereſt 
or Love, ſhe married, and was very happy. 
The Signora who bad nothing Coquette 

n her Temper, was endowed with a 
wm Heart, and gave her ſelf wholly to. 
her Husband; he on his ſide valued himlelk 


upon an exact Fidelity to bis Wife, that 


ſhe thought her ſelf made amends for what- 
ever was wanting in his Fortune; they had: 
fine Children, the firſt Seven Years of their 
Marriage, which. was as the firſt Seven Years 
of Nero, they ſeemed as if the Innocence 
of the former Ages was returned again, 
nothing appearing. in their Lives but In- 
nocence, Fidelity and Eriendſhip: But as 
no Felicity is durable, that of theſe Couple 
had its Bounds; the Husband growing 


__ , weary of this ſecret Tranquility, Ambition 


ſeized on his Mind, forming every Day 
new Projects, and taking Journies to Court, 
while his Wife who had no Pleaſure when 
ſeparated from him, paſt all her Days in a 
Melancholly to be pitied: As ſhe was much 
diſtinguiſhed in her Country, many offered 
to divert her, in the frequent Abſences 
of her Husband, but the Ao accepted 
none of their Offers: He, on his, fide; ac- 
quainted her that the Tenderneſs he had for 
her, obliged him to make his Fortune, 
praying her not to * han ſelf ae, 

or- 
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Sorrows; ſhe diſpairiog to fix him, took Pa- 
tience; and as it was not poſſible to live a 
Recluſt Life always, ſne begun to ſee Com- 

pany to diſſipate her Sorrows ; her Husband 


approving her Conduct in parting, deſired: 
her to divert her ſelf. The Catalanian 


Women have more Liberty than in other 
Spaniſh Provinces ; and the Signora 


rita was agreeable to all approached her, 


a young Abbot her Neighbour: was the moſt 
aſſiduous; he was of one of the beſt Fa- 
milies of the Country; he was handſome, 
and being a Neighbour had frequent Op- 
ities of ſeeing her: All his Care was 
to divert her, and make himſelf acceptable, 
and knowing her ſtrongeſt Inclination was 
to- her Children, he careſs'd and play d 
with them, uſing. all his Aſſiduity and Com- 


placency to engage the Signora to ſome Ac» 


knowledgment. It was ſuppoſed he was in 


more Favour than the reſt, which Pre- 
ference made him envied: When her Hus- 
band returned, there wanted not cha- 

ritable People to advertiſe him of the Fami · 
liarity the Abbot had with his Wife; he 
took the Alarm, examining; every thing, 
tho' finding nothing 
Conduct; yet he continued Jealous without 


deſiring to complain, repenting of his 
Fruitleſs Journeys, which had no Succels 3 


on Win engaged er go again to ;Comy, 


blameable in his Wifes 
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he reſolved to take the Signora with him, 
and ſhe was charmed to find him in this 
Humour: They went together to Madrid, 
where ſhe ſoon made many Friendſhips ; 
but her Husband being obliged to return 
again into his Country, in ſome time, he 
left her at Court, to Solicit his Fortune, 
which ſhe endeavoured ſo effectually, that 
in Six Months time ſhe obtained him a 
conſiderable Poſt, not ſparing either her 
Fortune or her Care. Charmed with her 
Succeſs, ſhe came in triumph to find her 
Husband, believing he would meet her 
When ſhe came near him; but ſhe faw 
him no where, not fo much as at her Houſe 
when ſhe came, tho' ſhe acquainted him with 
the Day ſhe would be there: This cold 
Blood alarmed the Niceneſs of her Temper, 
nor did ſhe know what to think of ſuch a 
Procedure; all came to wiſh her Joy, of the 
happy Succeſs of her Journey; the poor 
Abbot being one of the firſt, ſne rallied a 
little upon it; but ſhe ſaid not all 'ſhe 
thought on that Subject: The Abbot in 
the mean time renewing his Addreſs, the. 
Husband alſo renewed his Jealouſie, and 
ſhowed ſome Marks of it to the Abbot, which 
vexing him, together with the ſmall Pro- 
greſs he had made with the Signora, he ac- 
quainted her with her Husband's Infidelities 
in her abſence, with a Creature every way 
, 0 | Inferior 
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Inferior to her in all things; the Abbot 
thinking it would move her with ſome Sen- 
timents of Revenge, and hoping he might 
be the Inſtrument of it, provided her 
with Witneſſes and neceſſary Proofs 5 the 
Matter being but too plain, nevertheleſs; 
her Husband denied all, and made horrible + 
Imprecations upon it; yet was obliged to 
Confels it at laſt, having been ſurprized in 
the very Fact: This Adventure, tho all 
Wives may expect it, cauſed a molt ſenſible; 
Grief in the Signora, who made her Hap- 
pineſs conſiſt in her Husband's Fidelity ; 
and by it imagined he was diſtinguiſhed 
from the reſt of Mankind: He talking on 
that Subject like a Saint, the time he choſe 
for this Infidelity aggravating -the' Crime, 
becauſe it was while ſhe was Sacrificing' 
her Friend's Intereſt, and the Fortune left 
her, with all her Cares for his Advance- 
ment. She reſolved immediately to leave. 
ſo ungrateful a Man; but he ſhewed fo: 
deep a Repentance, and did ſo many things 


to reconcile her, that ſhe conſented to go 


with him to take Poſſeſſion of the Employ- 
ment ſhe had procured ;- but it was upon 
Condition ſhe ſhould no more be made the 
Sacrifice of his Sincerity, and that ſhe 
ſhould nor be debarr'd from the Liberty of 
Converſation, which her Country Women 
enjoy d; that ſhe might not be ſo afflicted 
O 3 with 


198 Lirra XVII. 


wich thoſe Sorrows, ſhe had long ſuffered 
from her Husband's Unkindneſs; while he 


bay knew himſelf in the wrong, conſented 
to every thing; but the Abbot was not 

paid for his Information. The Signora de- 

parted with her Husband, and Don Fraxciſes, 


finding her in this happy Diſpolition I have 


mentioned, made his advantage of this 
Conjuncture. They had not yet N the 
Sentiments they had for each other, when 
the Husband begun to open his Eyes, which 
the Lady had not perceived, if a ſhe Friend 
had not made her take notice of it, when 
they Dined together; Dos Franciſco, faid ſhe, 
dare not ſpeak to you; What's the meaning 
of that ſaid the Signora with Precipitation? 
It is, replied the other, becauſe your 
Husband is Jealous of him; this ſurprized 


her, ſhe examined things better, and ob- 


ſerved her Husband was out of Humour, 


and that ſomething troubled his Head, ſhe 


took an Opportunity to clear the Matter, 
in the moſt nice and delicate manner, nor 
was ſhe vex d to revenge her ſelf upon her 
Husband, by giving him ſome little Inquie- 
tude, and by it found more Pleaſure than 
in a real Revenge. Her Husband, who fear- 
ing ſhe ſhould carry her Reſentmeũt too far, 
gave Signior Franciſco permiſſion to return 
again to his Poſt, to keep him further from 
his Lady; her clear- ſighted Friend, who 
5018 5 ; 


__BibXr an XM. 199 
firſt diſcovered the Sentiments of theſe 


| three Perſons, acquainted her - with what 


paß d: They went together to Maſs, where 
Don Franciſco joined them, (for in Spain 
all Affairs of Gallantry are negotiated in 
Churches) he told the Signora he came to 
take his Audience of Leave; this News 
ſhock d her; you will po then Sir, ſaid the ? 
There is a Neceſſity for it, anſwered he, ſince 
1 am commanded, I ſhould flight his Orders 
not to obey them; and Madam you know 
the meaſures I muft keep with him. But 
what, ſaid the, if one ſhould deſire you to 
ſtay, What would you do? That 1s-accord- 
ing to the Perſon who deſired it. I know 
one, ſays. ſhe, WhO would not expoſe her 
ſelf to a Refuſal: And 1, Madam, replied he, 
one whom 1 could not refuſe, tho I ha- 
zarded my Life, by ſhe wing that Proof of 
my Obedience. Stay then, ſaid ſhe, it ſhall 
not colt you ſo dear; feign ſome Pretence, 
and I will make my Husband approve. your 
Reaſons. Saying this, ſhe went into her 


Litter, and Don Franciſco, who had a Quar- 


tain Ague, exaggarated his Illneſs, decla.- 
ring he was not yet able to undertake his 
Journey; the Lady juſtified it, aud the 
Husband who ſhewed great Deference for 
her, dare not be of another Opinion; nor. b 
diſpteaſed ſhe took care of him in his Sickneſs = 

She had all Things ROE made for him 3 | 
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and her Husband keeping a Table, he Dined 


there every Day, when he had not his Fit, 
and ſtill found ſome Indiſpoſition, to ſtay 
with the Signora, and profit by her Hu- 
band's Abſence; he could not live from her, 
ho on her part was uneaſy when he was 
not with her. Never had any more equal 
Sentiments, and when Don Franciſco ex- 
plained his Thoughts, he had penetrated 
into hers, as if ſhe had ſpoke them her 
ſelf; and as ſhe hated Diſſimulation, ſhe ſuf- 
fered him not to be ignorant of the Pro- 
greſs he had made in her Heart; but at 
the ſame time telling him, he muſt bound 
all his Deſires. In vain he endeavoured to 
puſh further upon her Virtue, it was im- 
poſſible, and he found he ſhould loſe all if 
he perſiſted to gain more, therefore muſt 
be contented with what ſhe granted, ſince 
ſhe was reſolved. to put Bounds both to her 
Revenge and Virtue ; but promiſed him all 
the Tenderneſs he could deſire of her, yet 
that he mult never ask any thing beyond 
it. The Conditions of this Treaty was ſo 


well oblerved, that Don Frauciſco ſwore to 
me, tho being often alone with this Lady, 


he never dared offer the leaſt Breach of 
Articles. After having ſtaid ſome time near 
her, he was obliged to depart; their Farewel 
was very tender, and the Signora promiſed 
ever to love him; with this Aſſurance, _ 
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leſt her ſomething leſs afflicted. Some time 
after he received Orders to ſerve in Ger- 
many, Which was an increaſe of his Sorrow; 
but not being able to be ſo far baniſhed 
from the Signora without ſeeing her, he 
once more went to her under pretence of 
conferring with his Commandant, on ſuch 
Matters which concerned his Duty: He found 
her as tender, ſincere and virtuous as be- 

fore, ſo nice and ſcrupulous, that ſne would 
have ſeverely reſented it, if he had wiſnh d 
to ſee her otherways; ſhe affirming thoſe 
that Love, ought to ſacriſice all their De- 
ſires to the Perſon beloved, and to- ſtifle 
them for fear of diſpleaſing her, while he 
endeavoured to perſwade her he had leſs 
aim at gratifying his Deſire, then to ſecure 
himſelf of her Heart, by the real Marks of 
her Tenderneſs. This Diſpute laſted long, 
but the Signora was not of a Humour ro 
give him certain Marks of her Truſt, nei- 
ther to let him go away difcontented; they 
found a middle way, they - ſettled a Cor 
reſpondence by Letters, ſhe permitting him ne 
to write whatever was in his Heart, and F 
promiſed to Anſwer him on the ſame;Chap+ 
ter. He was fain to be contented with this?: 
During three V ears abſence: they continued 
writing extraordinary fine Letters, ſome of 
which I have ſeen full of noble Sentiments, 
expreſſed in an elegant Stile, in which ap- 
> | peared ; 
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peared a ſolid Virtue and Exactneſs. After 
three Years Abſence they had the Plea- 
ſure of meeting again, but ſtill upon the 
ſame foot, tho the Abſence of the Com- 
mandant, who was gone to Court, gave 
them an entire Liberty during this while 
they were alone in the Country. Den Fran- 
cifeo (wore to me, that paſſing whole Nights 
together in the Heats of Summer, in the 
Air with the Szz»ora, he had never dared 
fo much as to mention the _ tickhfh 
Propofal, knowing it in vain, and alſo not 
to break in upon their Articles, ſhe having 
ſo accaſtomed him to her Terms, that lie 
thought himſelf more happy if [ſhe per- 
mitted him but to kiſs her Hand, than if 
he had obtained the laſt Favours from any 
other Woman: He was ſure he was beloved, 
and had fo great a Joy in being ſo by a Per- 
ſon of ſuch Virtue, that it augmented his 
Eſteem and Paſſion for het: He told me one 
Day hearing Maſs together, in the Facobrns 
Church, he was ſeized with ſuch an Enthu+« 
ſiaſin of Tenderneſs, that when the Prieſt 
elevated the Sacrament, he ſaid to her, 
Madam, 1 ſware before God, who I believe 
there | preſent, I will Love you as long as 
1 breath. You will without doubt think this 
a ſtrange Expreſſion in a Church; but as I 
have told you, the moſt tender Scenes in 
Spain ate in the moſt Holy Places. Don 
<6 ant Franciſca 
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Franciſco was again obliged to ſeparate from 
his Signora; the Commerce of Letters re- 
commenced, and continued for Five Vears, 
without the Husband's having any Sul- 
icion ; he knew very well ſhe had an Eſteem 
for him, but nothing of their Correſpon- 
dence, ſhe took her Meaſures ſo carefully ; 
but an Accident happened had like to have 
ruined all: The Lady one Evening findi 
her ſelf ſo ill, that ſhe thought ſhe (h 
not live an Hour; in this Condition, her 
reateſt ,Inquietude was to think after her 
th D Franciſco's Letters would be found, 
wherefore making an attempt in her Weak- 
neſs, after deſiring her Husband to leave 
her alone for a few Moments, ſhe aroſe 
and burnt them all, after which ſhe got to 
Bed again, expecting Death, who gave her 
Quarter for that time. When her Health 
was reſtored, ſhe received and writ ſeveral 
others; but one Day going to Maſs, and 
leaving her Keys in her Cabinet, an offici- 
ous Servant acquainted her Husband, her 
Miſtreſs had left her Cabinet open; the 
curious Spaniard tumbled Things about 
till he found a Letter, which awaked his 
former Jealouſie, and made his Wife feel 
the Eſſects of it: She ingenuouſly confeſſed 
ſhe firſt looked upon Don Franciſco only as 
he Inſtrument of her Revenge for his In- 
fidelity; hut afterwards could not reſiſt 
Ef | having * 
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having an Eſteem for him; but her Virtue 
had never permitted her to go a ſtep fur- 
ther; that ſhe was not a Woman capable of 
carrying her Revenge to making Reprizals 
upon him. The Husband finding the ſtrength 


of this Reproach, diſſembled his Anger, 1 


and reſolved to watch her, to ſurprize ſome 
of the Letters ſhe writ to Don Franciſco, to 
ſee if he could not find ſome Proof of her 
ſuſpected Infidelity ; and one Day when he 
thought ſhe had written, he went himſelf 
and took her Letter out of the Poſt- Office, 
whatever the Danger of ſuch an Attempt 
might be, that Office being Sacred in Spain; 
but he found not what he feared, on the 
contrary ſhe acquainting him with what had 
paſs'd, ſhe ſaid that as ſhe had nothing to 
reproach her ſelf with, ſhe feared nothing 
but the Teſlimony of her Conſcience, in 
whoſe Tranquility ſhe was at Peace, and 
watted the Fate which was prepared for her, 
praying him not to be alarmed on her ſcore, 
nor to be ſurprized if he received none of 
her Letters, ſince ſhe could not write with- 
out hazard, aſter giving many Aſſurances of 
her Eternal Eſteem. The Husband was con- 
founded at ſo many Occaſions of Com- 
plaint and Admiration in this Letter ; he 
could not think without Rage of his Wife's 
Engagement, but her Virtue charmed him ; 


but at laſt having maturely conſidered * 
N e 
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he ought to do in ſo nice a Caſe, he re- 
jected all violent Reſolutions, and took that 
of carrying his Wife to Court, ordering his 
Coach to be got ready immediately; but 


his Coachman falling Sick the firſt Day's: 


Journey, rather than ſtay till he could get 
another, he cauſed one of his other Servants 
to drive him, who overturned them upon a 
Bridge into a Ditch ; all this Contrivance 
eing to prevent Don Franciſco's being in- 
formed of their Journey. This poor Lover 
on the other hand receiving no Anſwer, 
vas in the greateſt Perplexity, not kuow- 
ing what to think of this Silence, he reſol- 
ved to hazard all for all, and took Poſt to 
his Commandants, where they told him 
he was gone, then he enquired for his 
Lady, but was extreamly ſurprized, that ſne 
was abſent alſo; when one of the Servants 
pitying his Aſtoniſhment, acquainted him 
they were gone to Madrid; Don Franciſco 
made all the haſte poſſible to overtake them, 
without. ſucceſs, the Commandant having. 
taken all the By-ways, ſo that altho his 
Duty called him to Barcelona, his Love 
carried him to Madrid, while the Husband 
was contriving to wean her from her In- 
clinations. After ſome few Days Journey, 
he endeavoured to be reconciled to her, 
telling her he had taken the Letter ſne writ 
to Don Franciſco, which had calmed all his , 
"069 "> Fears 
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Fears, and deſtroyed his Suſpicions; that 
x Virtue like hers deſerved Trophies, no- 
thing being ſo difficult as to reſiſt whom 
one Loves; that he admired her Wiſdom; 
notwithſtanding all, he thought ir Pro: 
dence to withdraw her from ſuch Oc- 
caſions, and by never parting more from 
her, make her forget her Inelinations, and 
by his future Tenderneſs alfo the Sorrows. 
he had cauſed her, which he hoped might 
be expiated by thoſe Jealouſies ſhe had 
on ry, him ſuffer. The Sigsora who had a: 
Generous Heart, was very eaſily brought to 
a Compoſition, and they arrived at Court 
very good Friends. Don Franciſco dared write 
no more, and knew not what to think; 
but at laſt he reſolved to write directly to 
his Commandant about ſome Affairs which 
concerned the Service, with Directions how 
to write to him, hoping the Signora might 
ſee the Letter and make her Advantage 
of it. This happened according to his 
wiſh : The Signora finding where he was, 
'writ to him, which Letter was ſent after 
him hither; giving him an Account of her 
Journey and the Reaſons cauſing it: Theſe 
were the Motives of his Deſire to obtain 
his Liberty with ſo much earneſtneſs, and 
made me intereſt my ſelf in bis behalf, 

hoping he will be foo exchanged, and 85 


ing — to contribute to it: It is ſo 
noble 
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noble for a Woman to love ſincerely and 
without Weakneſs, that I cannot ſufficienti7 
admire Signora Margarita. After this let 

got our young Beaux and Rakes, nor others, 
after their Example, who give themſelves 
fuch falſe Airs, preſume to ſay there is no 
ſuch thing as Love, without Guilt and 
Crime, or that there never was, but in 
the Imaginations of Calprenede and de Scudery, 
that Men were never ſuch Fools to be fed 
with Smoak ; here being an Example which 
gives the Lie to all their Afſertions ; for in 
ſpite of the Depravation of the Age, there 
are Women who can keep themſelves within 
the Bounds of Virtue, — even Men who 
know. the Value of a' Generous Heart, and 
Who are ſufficiently Rational to be content 
with the Poſſeſſion of that alone; but to 
our Misfortune ſuch Examples are rarely 
found in Paris, where. no more generous 
Paſſions are to be met with. After havi 
obtained Monſieur de YVendeme's Leave for 
Don Franciſco's Exchange upon the firſt Op- 
portunity, and my Husband's diſpatch of 
his Affairs, which brought him to Perpignan, 
we came to Mount Louis, where Monſieur 
P' Urban, Uncle to Madam D' Urban of 
| Avignon, who is Governour of the Place, 
who treated us extream finely. Monſieur 
de Meillian, Biſhop of Vet, Succeſſor to 
wer Ituftrious — de Pouiilan, "on 
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Piety and Steadineſs are ſo celebrated, en- 
tertained us alſo magnificently in his Epi- 
copal Palace; and after having paſt im- 
practicable, and almoſt unpaſs d ways, and 
climbed Mountains, fit only for the Wild 
Goats abroad; what by aſcending and de- 
ſcending, with ſeveral Wild Beaſts, we have 
brought with us, and abundance of Game, 
we are arrived here. I wiſh I were nearer 
you, that I might ſend you both white and 
red Partridges, which I never ſaw but in the 
Pyrerean Mountains; the Country we came 
from is ſtored with good Choice, but not 
paſſable by Coach ; wherefore I was obliged 
» to {end mine about and Travel in Litters. 
This Letter being already full enough, I 
will not make longer Particulars of all 1 
have ſeen in this Mountainous Country, 
nor of the City of Perpignan; for beſides, 
that I made no long Stay there. The Hi- 
ſtory of Margarita and Don Franciſco have 
led me too far, and I ought not to abuſe 
Your Patience further, nor my own Weak- 
neſs ; for conſidering the long Journey I 
have made, I muſt needs have occaſion for 
Repoſe; yet I cannot obtain it, I being ſo 
burthened with Viſits. The Prince of Den- 
mark did me the Honour to make me one, 
and the Lords with him, having aſſured me 
the Peace will be ſoon concluded, and hi- 
therto I have obſerved that all their * 
| as 


_ 
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has proved true; here is an Academy of 
Wits, where every Veat they make a ſort 
of particular Verſes, which moſt be em- 
ployed in the King s Praiſe, and muſt be 
followed by a Prayer of Four Lines for his 
| Majeſty, and one Latin Senterice proper for 
that Subject; they are ſent round the Ring- 
dom- to divert our Wits, and thoſe 7 A 
ſucceed beſt obtain the Prize. I have ſent 
you thoſe which were adjudged to be ſuch, 
written as they ſay by a Woman of Quality, 
the manner ſhe has taken to raiſe the — 
in what is truly his own, 
new and — in it, which 2 =: =. 
the Suffrage of the Judges ; pray give me 
your Sentiments upon it. 


Were I great Monarch more 

Thar Venus Fair; 

Were I deſcended from 4 

Race of Kings; _ 

To all the Demy Gods W 
Pd thee ' Prefer : Fr 
Loud Fame ſhould boaſt where- 
She ſpreads ber WWings. 


% 
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18 15 theſe el Gardens Vn 
Brigbt Flora Der, 
Where Nature yeilds to more 
 Hecompliſh'd Art, 

| M 75 greateſt Joy would be 

To ſee thoſe © they: 
Nor ſhould ſurrounding, Glories | 
+51 T1 ouch 3 


Great King no Eye thy equal 
: Sper ſaw, / 

For leſs thy Crown, and all 
Thy Greatneſs -_ draw, 
Than do thy Virtues which, 
 / Nations | os, - 


+4 A 4 — 


Ab will not al my Tender 
Accents - move ; 5 
Tho fil'd with awful Flame 1 | 
Heart does © prove, 
My Off ring*s th Incenſe of the\ 
Pareſt Lone. 


£ 


The 
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The Sentence: 


* 


Me ples Virtus quam Seeptra n mover. 


1 cannot better finiſh this Letter, than 5 
my Vows for his 1 ; and my Aſſu- 
rances to you — | 


E * 
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hat 2 ETTER XVII. 
From PARIS. 


+ T the laſt, Madam, "TY is a 
8 2 Peace, and the King received 
EA the News of it Yeſterday by 

2204 Monſieor de Cetty, the Son of 


25 ra Monſieur de Henlay, who i is one 


of the Plenipotentiaries ; "what is re- 
markable, is, that he knew it before his Ar- 
rival; who not caring to Fatigue his little 
Perſon, reſted oſten by the way, and ſpread 
the News he was commanded to bring. 
The King was ſurprized he was not arrived, 
and ſaid at Table he could not imagin what 
ſtopp d Monſieur de Cetiy on his way; Sir, 
ſaid the Datcheſs de Choiſcal, he is the worlt 
Courier in the World; for not long before 
he promiſed to wait on her in a Journey, 
and left her upon the Road; they laugh'd 
at her rick upon Cetty, who brought 


the News der it was publick. As * 
M4 
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fay it is not advantageous 'to Faure, ſo 
4 is no great Rejoycing for it; but it 
has furniſh'd Matter for a great many Satyrs 
1 againſt the Plenipotentiaries, and the Court 
it ſelf; this troubles the King, who expected 
to yes heard great Rejoycings ſor it, and 

having ſignified his A AT e 
were made upon K e 


* 
WAIT WE 71 
* 32 * , $ 


_ 


16 The King, they Py is much farprie' 4. | 
The late new Peace is wot more Rey 
That the Pariſians are ſo flow,” © 


And nought but an Indifference ſhow. 

To Calm their Griefs, and Hearts to raiſe 

There muſt be found out other ways: 

As Enemies treat them no more, 
What thou bas raviſhd ſoon reflore 4 4 
And Fires of Joy wil blaze of * 


8 The King of Bagland, e call 
_ King Wiliam, to diſtinguiſh him from hitn 
at St. Germains, has ſent hither his Favourite 
my Lord Portland, his Ambaſſador Eutra- 
ordinary to the King » Monfieur Odite com- 
ing with the ſame Character "from the 
States General; they © made Magnificent 
Entries, and at preſent it is pleaſunt ro fee 
Paris, with a Prod igious number of Strangers 
and glorious Equipages with great E 
r _ whom they had flattered with the 


pleaſing 5 
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pleaſing Hopes of re-aſcending his Fhrone, 
and who ſeems at preſent, as if he had no 
more thoughts of it, and finds the Secret 
to tejoyce, as if he had renounced. it, for 
the Peace which is made to his Coſt; be- 
'cauſe; ſays he, now I can eaſily get Exgliß 
HForſes again; What ſay you to this? Is it 
Fortitude or Indolence, I cannot gueſs, you 
may think as you pleaſe, and as you ſee 
proper. I admire with you the Sentiments 
of the Catalonian Lady, of whom you 
were pleaſed to give me the Hiſtory; her 
Character extreamly pleaſes me, but it is 
one of thoſe, which it is better to admire 
than imitate. y Here are TWO Or 'Thr ce 
great Suits of Law, which make a great 
Noiſe, crying about the Streets the Caſe 
of raiſing Money; which both riſes and falls 
at the King s Pleaſure: That of Boiſſergent 
is not yet determined; there are ſome not 
leſs extraordinary. Madam de la Pivarediere 
is accuſed of cauſing her Husband to be 
Aſſaſſinated, and Condemned for it in her 
own Country, to ſuffer the juſt. Puniſh- 
ment due to her Crime: She is brought up 
hither to have her Sentence confirmed, 
and the Prior de Miſere, whom the, Wit- 
neſſes have teſtified to be the Aſſaſſm, was 


brought to Priſon loaded with Irons, the 
Crime bang proved, all expected to ſee 


them at the Place of Execution, hen on 
a ſudden 


* a 
&. E * 5 #% walk ©; 5 
nne KI - 
* * 


3 1 
/ . 
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a ſudden, a Man appeared, calling himſelf 
Monſieur: de la Pivardiere, and Husband 
to the ſaid Lady: He put himſelf voluntari: 
ly into Priſon, and Monſieur de da Pivan- 
diere having been aſſaſſinated ſevetab N ears 
ſince, it was asked him where he had been 
all that while ; to which he anſwered, that 
having married another Wife, he dated not 
ſhew himſelf in his own Country, but 
changed his Name, till hearing his Wife 
was accuſed of his Murther, he ; thought 
himſelf bound in Conſcience to come and 
fave her Life by declaring the Truth. Not- 
withſtanding this, the Witneſs ſware they 
ſaw / Monſieur de la Pivardiere ſtabbdivath 
many Wounds ; this Man aſſured: them he 
never received any hurt: But that which is 
moſt aſtoniſhing, is, that he anſwert all the 
Queſtions are ask d him. Madam d L 
mus Who went to School with him n dhad 
the Curioſity to go ſee him in Priſon, and 
was ſtrangely ſurprized to hear him tell 
her all their little Diverſions hen theß 
were Children. The Judges can małka nod 
thing out of all this; they believe certain 
Madam 4 Pivardiere cauſed her Husband 
to be murther d; yet notwithſtanding all, 
they cannot avoid acquitting her clt:is ups 
on this Occaſion that D Ancourtnluilt” the 
Model of his Play, called, Tbe uA 
band returned, Tha other is, Te Trial of 
212 My P 4 ©. tbe 
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te Jagen of Mantes, who are alſo in Priſon, 
for committed a moſt crying lau- 
juſt A Gentleman of that Country ha- 
ving ſome Land which one of the Judges 
coveted, becauſe it lay convenient for him; 

be propoſed to him to ſell it; but the Gentle- 
men not excepting his Purpoſe, the Judge 
Fat him word he ſhould repent of it, and 
he kept his Word effectually: He cauſed an 
exact Enquiry to be made into his Life and 
Manners, and after a long Search he found 
ſome People, who declared that twenty 
Years paſt, he ſtole a — 
upon "this he was ſeized, and then offer d 
kis Liberty if — ſell his Land a 
3 This poor Gentleman 
—— cauſed the Curate s 

Pig to be ſtoln only in merryment, to di- 
vert himſelf with the Prieſt s Covetouſne(s, 
whom he invited to eat his Share of it, 
and who never had made any Complaint 
on the Matter; therefore he never appre- 
hended the Danger of its becoming the 
 Occalion'of his Death, however the Judges 
ait made it ſo. Monſieur de Soniere, 
which was the Gentleman's Name, being 
condemned by theſe. Injurious Wretches, 
and although he made his Appeal, they 
hang d him at Fourſcore M ears of Age. 
This Judgment appeared fo horrible, that the 


6 Country came to proſe-· 
cute 
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cute for the Revenge of the Injuſtice, 
and Monſieur. Cleodoret, a Captain in the 
Regiment of Champaigue at their Head: 
The corrupt Judges are now in Priſon, and 
are already fin'd. torty Thouſand Florigs to 
the Daughter of the Deceaſed. They ſay, 
Madam de Pontchartrain is made in the 
Criminal's Favour, and there was no leſs 
needful to ſave their Lives; but it will not 


preſerve their Stations, nor keep them from 
Baniſhment, to which at leaſt «| they will be 


condemned. The Memory of the: 8 


has been reſtored, or to the 
term rehabilitated; and the wicked Judges 

to make an honourable Amends at his 

Grave with Torches lighted in their Hands; 
but this wont; recal him, and I think the 
Lex Takhonis is juſtly due to thaſe WhO 
condemued him; ſure nothing but Injuſtice 
is ſeen in this World. Madam, the Dutcheſs 
of Nemours complains of what the Par- 
| hament have done in Favout of the 
Prince of Corti, in the Affair of Næuſchattai; 
which ſhe complains ſo loudly of, that 
ſhe made no ſcruple to tell the in —— 
if his Majeſty: had a Suit wich Prince 
of Conti, he would certainly loſe: _ up- 
on which there runs a Song about, Which 
ſome believe comes from that aogry 

Dutcheſs, and n _ ln 
4 endome. LS 


- Conti? ; 
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Conti's Sorrows from his tender Joutb, 
2 Had gain d the ere [ Hearts; the 2 
5 0 ruth 

onal bis falſe ale all bis 3 ſhows, 

Aud does himſelf that Juſtice which be owes : 
' "He who was call 4 King, now courts the-) 
| - Swiſles 
7 he Wi ddow — Kt. Path of Sons miſſes, 
And acts more like Achilles than — |; 


; The Prince of Conti had: 2 Diſpute: — 
che Grand Prior concerning Play; and the 
King being informed of it, caus'd the 
Grand Prior to be impriſon d, command- 
ing him to beg the Princes Pardon, who 
as a Prince of the Blood might become his 
King, and therefore ought to be reſpected. 
The Grand Prior making this — with 
no great Trouble, Meſlicurs de YVendome 
kept in Pay ſome noted Poets, and it is be- 
lieved the Song I ſent you came fram 
them, as a Conſequence of the late Di- 
pute, and was the Work or Compoſition of 
Palaprat. The Browneſt of — Loifons 
has newly married a Gentleman called Co- 
nu, (which ſigniſies Cuckold) which Word 
agrees exactly, and fits his Condition x the 
Damſel being beautiful, and having made 
her beſt of ir, by amalling ſuch a Sum as 


Has Auen the good Monſieur Corzu ;+ this 
W 8 


1 
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Wedding gave occaſion of many Jeſts and 
Raileries; you know who the Loiſons are, 
and I need ſay no more. The Marriage 
of the Duke of Lorain with Madamoiſelle, 
being the Seat of the Peace, has occa- 
"Cond both our Joy. and Sorrow: This 
Princeſs is ſo ſo lovely, and ſo beloved, 
that we cannot part from her without 
Grief, nor but rejoice in her Settlement. 
The Duke of Elbaeuf married her as near 
related to the Duke of Lorain; Madam 
wept exceedingly upon parting, with her 
dear Daughter, whom the King had for- 
merly promiſed ſhould continue in France, 
and be married to the Dauphin; but Foli- 
ticks had determined this Prince ſhould con- 
tinue a Midower, and the Princeſs was ob- 
liged to match in another Place: I know 
nat how, Conſcience. could agree with all 
chis ; it belongs to Father e Chaiſe, who 
directs che Kings Conſcience to decide ſuch 
Caſes, and: to us to be ſilent as to Ma- 
dam, to take Patience when Promiſes are 
broken; ithis ſaid the King never deſign'd 
to keep 'his: With her, N. he only made 


it to (weeter her Diſcontent for the Mar- 


Triage of het Son. I could yet ſay many 
Things £9, vog, but the Poſt is going and 
they MYA; be e to another time. 1 
LED N O04 


bes cee u un; am, itt en 
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28 82 Am much obliged to you, N- 
22285 > dam, for the Goodneſs with 
B83 1 > which you ſend: me what paſ- 
S ſes at Paris; you cannot ima- 
38888 magine what a Relief it is to 


me in this Place, where People are only 


judged of according 'to the Correſponden- 
cies they hold; this is ſo true, that the 


Women of Quality are not to be ſeen on) 
Poſi-Days ; a Servant has Orders at ſuch 
Times to ſay Madam is writing her Let 
ters. Monſieur de Hermonville s Siſter who 
is married here to the Preſident de Mont- 
&run, would have admitted ſome. to viſit 


her on thoſe Days, when other Ladies 


would have it believed they are buſied in 
writing, this being but a new- 3 
3 l new 
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knew not the Uſages and Cuſtoms of the 
Place; her Husband redreſs d her Error 
very quickly; Fie, Madam, ſaid he, a Wo- 
man of your Quality ſhould receive no 
Viſits on Poſt- Days, and immediately gave 
Order to the Porter to ſay, Madam was 


buſie writing her Diſparches. Judge by this 


whether 1 am not honoured in all Places, 
by thoſe Letters I receive from you, every 
Body makes their Court to me for a Sight 
of them, and at preſent I have a double 
| Intereſt to wiſh I might receive them 
oftner; in the mean while they grow more 
ſcarce, and I dare not complain becauſe I 
fancy you have ſome more agreeable Em- 
ployment ; that of the Thonlonſan Lady is to 
divert themſelves at anothers Expence, and 
they who do it the beſt, bare the Bell, ha- 
ving 2 great deal of Wit, there happens 
many pleafant Scenes on this Subject, 
which entertain the Spectators alfo with 
diverſion. It is but a little while fince a 
Country Lady called Madam de la Riviere 
came hither, to follow a Law-Suit : She 
went to viſit the Judges Wives, when Ma- 
dam de Franft, and ſome others, who like- 
ber, never ſpare their Neighbours, thought = 
they could make her a Tool for their Sport. 
Madam de la Riviere: had Wit, but by read- © 

ing. more than Knowledge of the World; 
which made it more eaſie to take her in 
" their 
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their Snare, they were to meet at Fraſcuti, 
and the Country Lady not knowing the 
Daniſh Prince, deſired them to ſhew her 
him, but they ſhewed her the Chevalier de: 
Benac, telling her he was the Prince, while 
the Chevalier ated his Perſon as they de- 
- fired him, he accoſted the Ladies as a Man 
that avoided the too great Crowd of his 
Court, and told them he was deſirous to 
breath a little free Air: The Lady would by 
all means have withdrawn, but the Coun- 
' terfeit Prince would not ſuffer them, ask- 
| ing with an unuſual Concern what that 
Lady's Name was, whom he had never 
; been fo happy to ſee before, they told him 
it was Madam de la Riviere, he ſeemed on 
a ſudden charm'd with her Perſon, and 
Madam de Frauſt being big with Child, en- 
treated her to make her a God-· mother to 
her Child that he might have the fair 
Stranger to his Partner; then to ſupport 
the Character of his Country, he ſent for 
Wine, and drank the Ladies Health, who 
pledged in Turn. Madam de la Riviere 
could not prevent this, ſhe being the He- 
roine of the Farce: The Prince deſired to 


- ſee her at Madam Montaigus, the Preſidents 
Wife's the next Day, taking care to keep 
her from any 'Body that might undeceive 
her, watching her even tillſhe-went to * 
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In the Morning two of theſe charitable. 
Ladies came and carried her in a Coach to 
the Place appointed, where ſhe found the 
pretended Prince in his Chair of State with 
his Footſtool, ſitting under a Canopy, and 
ſeveral Ladies finely dreſs d, with Gentle · 
men richly laced and embroidered, called 
Daniſh Lords, who compos'd the Princes 
Court about him: As ſoon as Madam de 
la ſuviere entred, the Prince ſhewed an ex- 
traordinary Satisfaction, and made her ſit 
by him, addreſſing himſelf always to her; 
a few Minutes after, the Prince was in- © 
formed a Courier was artived; who deſired 
to be admitted to him from the King, he. 
fell upon his Knee, preſenting his Diſpatches, 
telling him, his Majeſty having received 
Advice che Poles had elected him their 
King, rejoiced to ſend him the firſt News 
of it, and to aſſure him he intended to 
keep a good Correſpondence between the 
two Crowns. The Prince making the 
Courier riſe, preſented him with a Diamond 
Ring off his Finger for the good News, 


bank the Courier refuſed it, ſaying, the King 


his Maſter let him want for nothing; then 
turning towards Madam de /a Reviere, told 
her he laid his Crown and Scepter at her 
Feet, and would not accept them, -unleſs 
| ſhe would ſhare the Royal Dignity with 
bm I = acquainted him that ſhe was 
| already 


- 
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already married, at which ſeeming trou- 
bled, he reſolved however ſhe ſhould be 
his Miſtreſs, deſiring her to diſpoſe herſelf 
for her Voyage to Poland This poor La- 
dy, who better knew the Courts of Cyrus 
and Alexander, than ſhe did the World, 
fancied ſhe was become a Szatira or a 
 Mandana, and doubting what was ſaid to 
her, ſhe alledged all the Reaſons of Vir- 
tue, and whatever theſe Princeſſes had made 
to excuſe herſelf from excepting theſe Of- 
fers ; but the Prince would not- be held in 
ſuſpence, and the Ladies applauding his 
Choice, endeavoured to acquaint Madam 
de al Riviere, that her Reaſons were out of 
Seaſon ; and to convince her, cited Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan, telling her Kings were 
priviledged, and ought not to be conſide- 
red or treated like other Men, Madam de 
la Riviere ſeeming more inclinable to their 
Allegations, they all begg d her Protection 
with the new King, as alſo Employments 
for their Brothers and Husbands ; all was 
granted by this Prince, and the great Poſts 
in Poland were quickly diſpoſed of. Then 
entred the Courier which ptetended to come 
from Yerſailles to at another Part, and 
with him ſeveral others, the Courier in his 
Robes and a great brown Peruke, with a 
Plaiſter upon one Eye, at the Head of the 


Parliament, making a pleaſant Harangue — 
. 1 
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his Poliſh” Majeſty, with which Name he 
treated the Mock Prince, who deſired him 
to addreſs his Diſcburſe to Madam de la 
Riviere to hom he facrific'd all Things. 
The Orator prais d his Choice in the Name 
of the whole Aſſembly, complimentin — 
new Favourite. I had juſt retutned fr 
taking à Walk, while übe was acting, wad 
wonder d to ſee ſo many Coaches at the 
Door; I ſtop'd mine, to know the meaning, 
and was anſwered, they were acting a CO- 
medy above: Being acquainted with the 
Lady, I went up, and was an Occufar Wir- 
neſs of the whole; they whiſper d me in 
the Ear with the Subject of the Farce; pray- 
ing me to ſay nothing which might diſcover 
the Myſtery ; though” it was by no means 
_ pleaſing to me, I would not oppoſe it, but 
kept dene After the Sham Parliament had 
withdrawn, the Attendants deſired to paſs 
into a leſler, Room where there was alſo a 


_ Canopy," under which the new King and 


his "Miſtreſs ſat: Several Liquors” were 
brought, and after having drank, they went 
out, pretending the Room was too little, 
and that they ought not to ſuffocate the 
Prince, till they had left him alone with his 
Miltreſs ; only ſome of the Women ſtay d 
in the Anti- Chamber for "Decency-ſake : 
The Pririce being alone, puſh'd his Amorous 
Sentiments; but the _ gs her ſelk 
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till thoſe in the Room, * were on the 
Guard, thought their Aſſiſtance became 
necellary. .. The Diſorder. of Madam la Ris 
viere 8 ead- dreſs ſhowd the Diſpute had 
grown warm, and ſome; doubted her Vir- 
tue was ſo ſhaken, that had they not come 
in time, the Prince would have triumphd 
over her Weakneſs. He came to us to ano- 
ther Apartment, where they were playing 
at Baſſettẽ, and heartily laughing at this 
Adventure. Madam de la fRiviere as ſoon 
as ſhe had adjuſted her ſelf, came out of 
the Room where the prince lef t her, and 
ask d where the Court was; a Servant leſt 
on Purpoſe in the Anti- Chamber, told her 
every Body was gone, and ſhe might retire 
when ſhe pleas d; then ſhe found ſne was 
mock d, and ſaid many Things which 
ſhewed both Anger and Deſpair, going with | 
2 Delign to revenge this Affrent. That 
which is moſt extraordinary in it, is, That 
the Chevalier de Benac is aboye threeſcore 
Vears old, and the real Prince of Denmart 
but Seventeen: This Affair occaſioned Ma- 
dam de la Riviere's Husband to come poſt, 
to be revenged on the Authors of the Farce, 
and the Count D'Asfeld, the Princes Go- 
vernour, to complain highly for uſing the 
Princes Name in it, and as is ſaid, he 
writ to the Daniſh Envoy at Court con- 
cerning the M Which may prod 
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bad Conſequences if there be not Care ta- 
ken 1b prevent chem by thoſe cba. 
As I bad nothing to do in it, [ quietly; ex- 


pect the Iſſue; he who acted the Courier, 
and then the Orator, was the Baron de 
Cabanac, who you have een at Paris, and 
is known to the Dauphin. I remember one 
Day, when that Prince was at the Opera, 
he ſaid he was ſo hungry he could not tell 
what to do; Cabanac took the Ball at the 
firſt rebound, running to a Paſtry-Cooks, 1 
and returning with a Plate filled with the - 
beſt of. his Art, the Dauphin ſeemed plea- 
ſed, and eat as if he were half ſtaryd, or- 
dering a Piſtole to be given Cabanac, who 
was ſo mad he loſt the Honour of treating 
the Dauphin, that he was going to throw 
the Piſtole into the Pit, had he not been 
perſwaded to put up his Reſentment. This 
Adventure proved not very happy for 
Cabanac, nor between our ſelves for that 
Prince. All the Talk here is of the Duke 
of Burgandy's Marriage, and every one 
pretends to know Things, but I hope you 
will have the Kindneſs to let me have the 
Relation of this Solemnity from your own 
Hand, as alſo that of the Mareſchal de 
L' Hopital's Widow; I know ſnhe is ſuch, - 
but that is all: I have ſeen her formerly 
at Palace-Royal, and there ends my Know- 
| ledge; but I have heard + ſuch Things 
Þ Q 2 concerning 


&. 
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concerning her, which ſeem romantick, 
and am aſhamed of being told any News 
of the Court in Gaſcony; fend it me there- 
6 
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3 3 writing, that I am really; aſha- 
B34 ] 28 med of it; yet it is not my 
Su Fault; and when I tell you 
355883 the Reaſons which have occa- 
ſioned my Silence, I am aſſur d. Madam, 
you will not find me Guilty. Diſpenſe with 
me therefore for the preſent, ſrom entring 
into a long Narration of Affairs, Which 
would but tire you: I think alſo you ought 

to excuſe me that I give you hot the Re- 
lation of the Duke of Burgundys Mar- 
riage, ſince I can tell you nothing new 
upon it, Which yo wy ie not ſee in the 
Mercure Galland, there bei ng all which 
paſs d in this Ceremony, when all Things 
were magnificent; and when it was 
to nen the 8 the 8 | 
th 3 


% 230 LITT NX: 
Couple were put into a Bed, ſet up in the 
Middle of a great Room, and the Cur- 
tains drawn, where they were for about 
an Hour; aſter which, Monſieur de Bevi/- 
liers took out the Bridegroom, and the 
Dutcheſs de Lade the Bride, and carried 
both to their Apartments. The Pavilion, 
under which they had the Liberty to ſee 
one another nearer was taken down in 
a Moment, and diſappeared like the Pa- 
lace of Ae Since which time, their 
Liberty is not permitted them; but they 
are continually and carefully watch'd : : They 
ſay it is the Duke of Burgundys want of 
Health which makes this Exact neſs be ob- 
ſerved; however, he endeavours to deceive 
the Vigilance of the Dutcheſs de Lade, and 
the little Princeſs is as much inclined to it. 
It is not long ſince, with the Help of one 
of the Women of her Chamber, be found 
a Way to hide himſelf in that of his Wife, 
and to get into Bed to her, when he thought 


the Dutcheſs was aſleep; but that Lady 
who lay in the fame Room, awaked un- 


ſeaſonably for their Purpoſe, and obliged 
him to go to his Apartment: Next Morn- 


ing the Dutcheſs complaiued of it to the 
King, who very ſeverely told the Dauphin, 


1 have been told, Sir, ſaid he, ſome Things 
have paſt, which may ruin your Health; 


ö ” ſo no more; Who 
. anſwered P 


* 


| Dake of Anjou did the fame by the other 


been, thou hadſt not been eaten. Ag he is 


ano,” Gelting him not to touch the Table, 
* © 
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anſwered with Precipitation, Sir, I. am ve- 
ry well, and no more was ſaid of it U be- 


lieve they will have their Liberty ſoon, and 


perhaps, that may make them uſe it leis. 
1 have only obſerved theſe little Cireum- 
| ſtances,” becauſe I ſuppoſe they are not in 
the publick Accounts. The Duke of Herry 
grous daily more lovely, and has ſome ple 
Day. Dining 


ſant Sallies of Humour every 


with the Princes his Brothers, there were 


three young Rabbits in a Diſn, the Duke 
of Burgundy ſmelt, to the Vents of all the 
Three, and took that he liked beſt the 


Two, ſo that the Duke of Berry having os 
Choice, muſt be contented with the Third, 
ſaying, thou art very unhappy, there ate 
three Princes in France for had not that 


very ſprightly, he has often little Freaks, 
for which the King confines him to his 


Chamber; but once when the Occaſion 


ſeemed greater than ordinary, his Sub- Go- 
vernour ordered the Windows to be kept 
ſnut, ſaying; Priſoners ſhould not be allow 
ed to keep them open; ou oblige me, (aid 
the young Prince, fince you give more op- 
portunity to diſpoſe! ſo ugly a 'Countenance' 
as your on: Then falling to drumming. on 
the Table, the Governour found that a 


for 


3322 Li XX. 
ſor it did not belong to him, for all there 
was the King's; Well, ſaid he, but you can- 
not diſpute but this is mine, and fell a 
drumming upon his own Breech : His Go- 
- vernour had all all the Difficulty imaginable 
to keep ſerious Temper, and the King 
laugh d heartily when he * the Fancy. 
Tbe Duke of — is of a more reſer⸗ 
ved and dark Humour, and many People 
icate but indifferently of his Reign ; 
but he has appeared in very good Humour 
all this Carnaval, and ſeems more ſweet 
Temper d. The Dauphineſs loves. dancing 
extreamly, and as all are pleaſed, ſhe de- 
lights more in that than ſome other Plea- 
ſures whoſe: Conſequences might be more 
dangerous, they let her dance — Belly full. 
The King . gives her Balls, and and all 
the Princes follow his Example as a Law; 
e char all the Carnaval, there are almoſt eve- 
ry Day Balls at Verſailles. The Chancellor's 
Lady gave her one, which coſt her Fifty 
Thouſand Franks: After this Iwill tell you 
2 great piece of News, which perhaps you 
know not, which is that the Emperor of 
Alorecce has ſent to ask the Princeſs of 
Sers in Marriage, who you ſee carries her 
further then Hercules, for the 


Kin gdom of Morocco is beyond that He- 


roes Pillars. They ſay this tawny King, 


;A _ T 9 he had heard ic of 


52 
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g lovely Princeſs's. Beauty deſigned to come 


ole in the Morocco Embaſſadors Train: 


of t 


rous, and makes very advantagious Offers, 
but — the King has no Iuclination to 
accept, and the Princeſs much leſs to go 


into Afcica, Who is much more pleaſed with - 


the Delights of our Court, then to go over 
to the Monſters of that Country. This 


Adventure has made both the . ane 


City much Diverſion; however, the King, 


| — would keep ſome Meaſures with that 


Prince, has alledged the Impoſſibility bo- 


cauſe of the Difference of their Religion. 


As to the other Hiſtory you deſire, 1; will 


233 
Incognito into France, nay, that he was one 
However it was, he ſeems wonderful Amo- 


acquaint you, that Madam de L Hopitol is 


ai Daughter of a Sempſtreſs of Grenoble, 


1. the Clerk of the Old Counſellor fell 


in Lovewirh, and after a long Courtſhip; was 


to have married her; but — hap- 
pened which broke off the Match, and that 


| che maſt ridiculous one could be thought 


The Lovers being agreed, they were full 
ol Mirch, and the Day before their Wed- | 


ding, ma Dance — had the Mis- 
fortune to have one of thoſe Sighs eſcape her. 


ſmne was in all the Confuſion pollible, pet 


Which oſſend at once both Th Ears and the I 
Noſe; her Beloved bluſn d ſor her, and though 


| my would not „ ;the- | . 19 h 
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Flame could not be great which ſo ſmall 
a Wind could blow out; as the Thing was 
but a Laughing Matter, fo all the City 

laught at it, and the Old Councellor had 
the Curioſity to fee the forſaken. Bride, 
which doing, he was ſo charmed, that bla- 
ming the Folly of his Clerk, he committed 
à greater, for he married this poor Girl, 
who when ſhe found herſelf called, Madam, 
the Counſellor's Wife, took upon her the 
State of her new Dignity, endeavouring by 
her Care and Application, to qualifie her 
felf with thoſe Accompliſhments, which 
neither her Birth nor the Education of her 
Parents could give her: She had all Sorts 
of Maſters, and employed her utmoſt Un- 
derſtanding to form her Mind, while ſne 
continued with her old Husband, whom 
having learnt to manage well, he leſt her 
all his Fortune at his Death, which was 
very conſiderable. When ſhe found her 
ſelf a Woman eſtabliſh' d, and of ſame Qua- 
lity, ſne would ſtay no longer in her oun 
Country, but came to Paris with ſeveral 
Hundred Thouſand Livres, and the Title of 
2 Councellor of Parliament's! Widow: Sbe 
was accompliſh'd both in Body and Mind, 
and having enough to appear in the beſt | 
Order, ſne became diſtinguiſn d, and no- 
thing was more talk d of then the charm- 


tal 


ung idee. The NMareſchal d- Lb, 
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- ral whoſe Affairs were very much unſettied 
thought he might mend them by her; ne 
courted her, and his Quality - carried her 
from all the Pretenders; but the Maxreſchal 
inſtead of eſtabliſhing his Condition ruin d 
hers, and died after having waſted her 
Fortune. It is true, the Honour of being 
Widow to a Mareſchal of France, made 
her ſome amends for the loſs of her Eſtate, 
ſhe having yet leſt the Aſſiſtance of her 
Charms to acquire more; and they were 
worth her the Conqueſt of Cami King of 
Poland, Who after he had abdicated that 
Crown, as without doubt you know, reti- ; 
red to France, where the King gave him the 
Abby of St. Germans des Prez. This depri d 
King, charmed with the Graces of the Mar- 
quis, gave himſelf to her, and xhough 
he was in the Orders of the Church, there 
are no Laws which are not to be diſpen- 
ſed with in the Cafe of Sovereigns.: He 
- privately, married her, yet not ſecretly, but 
ſhe made it known, and he gave her albñhhee 
could when he died, yet ſhe is not ſo rich 
as her firſt Husband the old Counſellor left 
her; but ſhe is a Kings Widow, which is 
riſing very high for one that came from ſo 
low a Beginning. I know not whether what 
1 acquaint you with is conformable to the 
Account you have met with at Theulouſe, = 
but this is the true one of the 1 * 
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ol thoſe Verſes, Songs, 


3 


nne 
de L' Hopital. I was at Madam D'Bleirac's 
with her, and I obſerved, ſpeaking of King 
Cafſimir, ſhe always ſaid the King, my Lord, 

to ſhow ſhe was married to him, no Body 
is ignorant of it, but ſhe is not permitted 
to take the Name of Queen, which alſo 


ſhe ought not to wiſh. The Humour of 


our Thoulouſonr Ladies is all Gaiety, and 
provided it was not to my coſt I could love 


their Converſation well enough. Give me 


ſometimes a ſhare in their Pleaſures; but if 
vou would give me a real one write me 
ſome: Hopes of your Return, which I ex- 
pect with impatience; but you ſeem not to 
have any for coming hither, and my Nice- 
ty is offended. at it ; think then of ap- 
peaſing it and and anſwering my Tender- 


neſs by the Marks of yours. ut 
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P. S. As I was cloſing my Letter, Iremem- 
bred in your laſt you deſired of me ſome 
or Satyrs of the 
Dutcheſs of Maine s making; theſe follow- 
ing are ſuch as I can think of at preſent. 
Firſt, for the Duke her Husband, you know 
-he is Son of the Prince, and that his 
Dutcheſs is the King's Daughter by Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan; you alſo know his Per- 


_ © ſon; this is enough to make you under - 


land the Sence of the Verſes. For 
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N * Sighs, which from my Backfide, fly, 

; . Husband's Naſe and hep. 
Aud all my Tender Paſſion tell, 

7, be tell u me how he 2900 A the Smel. 


Fe or the prince her F FRA aw, w. up ay- 
ing he had not been ace! Wes the 
Vapours all the Month. * 


DO range What neither Walf nor. Car; 1. 


5 ny In Rods * [ wonder at that. * 


18 15 fs ite” gyro 4: 


or the Dutcheſs) of Cheers, her Siſter, 
who has large Plump Checks n 
770 n „ . 
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1 : "Princeſs" Fair, . 
1h the Devil vt your. oe," to be . 
(Air? . 
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| lieved was in Intrigue wi the Duke % | 
Maine lier e * 15 , . 
* | Floreglac leres ſhe's Hine, Kal 2 


Be that ir no Opinion of WC; "off + 

* 48 ' fre does,” all he can ARX ͤ 

| " Night and Day,” _ 00 3 r 

Ir to' get my Logger bea 133 
7. n Galtardin to bed, When | 
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When Madam de Flore ſac was brought 
to Bed, a Lady whiſpering to the Dut- 
cheſs de Maine; ask d her who ſne 
thought was the Father of the Child; ſhe 
anſwered aloud, dandling ber el 
with her Foot and Singing. 


My Lord of Conti had a Hand.” "3 
Tube little Duke my Hausband, 

Au ſo many others, ſo many 7 
So many others, Jo many others. | 2 p 
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Fay the Marquiſs de Laſſe, whom ſhe ac- 
cuſes of being her Husband's Mercury, 
I have already given you his Hiſtory ; 

ſo that without difficulty you ou will find 

- this Song his Picture to the Life: n 


TS 74 


Inpious Courticr, Soldier, ter, 

The Country Hero you diſcover ; 

What not ſeen yet Forty Tear, - Av | 

And Pp p to a young Prince Kg +1 

Merit at Court rum very low, © 

It. dont the Worth of Laſſe em 

3 Ms * 
For the late Eb Jane. 9. 


Lewis often James would dun, 19811 
The Prince of Wales, is be your Son d 
The Prince of Wales, is he your. * 

Tes, if it like you, Son and. Heir, 

As you of \ 7 etal e wis en wa 
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For the KING. 


Lewis ches with ake kill, 
- How can Lewis then cbuſe 1113 * 
A. by lame Admiral du Maine it has? „ 
Witneſs Maintenon the Queen, „ 


The Dutcheſs made this which follows; 5 
Knocking and Singing at Madam de 
Maintezon's Chamber Door, where he 
King then was; and with the Dutcheſs 

Madam de Obartres. Madam de Conti, 

with Three others, all the Children of. 
LOR who deſired to goin: N 


mere balf a Sees paſt Fifteen, 4 
Ad worthy all to be let in; 1 
oOses the Door, tit Love that leads, © 
| e our Parent for us pleads;  _ 
| Mere all the fruit of Love . ; 

5 on the Door * us in. . 
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